
Bermuda Synod Apology 

Commemoration of ministry of Rev. John Stephenson 

November 5, 2011 

 

 

“Today we are here to re-dedicate a plaque celebrating the missionary work of Rev John 

Stephenson, a Methodist and an Irishman who came to Bermuda to preach the gospel to all 

people irrespective of their race or position in society, a man who went to prison for bringing the 

Gospel of Christ to all people, both and black and white, as equals. 

As we gather today to remember the courage and the faith found in Rev Stephenson, we find it 

would be impossible to celebrate this moment without also recognising and confessing that, as a 

church we have in the past fallen short of the example set by John Stephenson and that of our 

Gospel calling. 

We would therefore like to take this opportunity to recognise that we, The Synod of the 

Wesleyan Methodist Church of Bermuda did not continue Rev. Stephenson’s ministry to all, we 

did not follow his example in the way he followed Christ’s example. We allowed the sin of 

racism to enter our churches in the form of segregation, and for this we are deeply sorry and 

offer our sincerest apology, to our brothers and sisters and their descendants who were affected. 

To those who suffered the indignity of  segregation and dis-enfranchisement, we offer our 

sincerest apology for the part we played in your suffering. That you were not able to worship as 

equals with your brothers and sisters, we apologize. 

 Today as we re dedicate this plaque we  would like to also re-dedicate ourselves to continuing 

Rev Stephenson’s ministry to all peoples irrespective of race, political affiliation, religion, 

gender, sexual orientation or any of the categories that are sometimes used to divide or reject 

others,  for as St Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 

neither slave nor free, nor is there male or female, for we are all one in Jesus Christ”. 

 


