
SCENE TWELVE:   Outside the Jail Cell Sunday Morning 

 

Rev. S: Good people, Friends in Christ, gather round. Come near and hear the word of the Lord! 

 

I’m taking my text for this morning’s lesson from Luke 4.17-19.  

 

“Unrolling the book of Isaiah Jesus read, the spirit of the Lord is upon me for he has anointed me 

to bring the good news to the afflicted. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives, sight 

to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year of favour from the Lord.” 

 

Some 300 years ago certain men of faith dared to look at the Bible and read it for themselves. 

They soon found that what they read didn’t fit with what the church told them to believe. But the 

church authorities said that their new ideas were evil. They told these reformers that their new 

ideas were dividing the unity of Christ. And so the authorities sent many reformers to prison. 

They even had some killed. 

 

Voice from crowd: No!  It can’t be! 

 

Rev. S: Yes, it’s true! But in some places these reformers gained power. And there they started 

new churches where Reformers like themselves were free to believe their new ways. And soon 

people called it the Reformation. 

But there was a problem. 

 

Voice from crowd: What was the problem? 

 

Rev. S.: When the new reformers became powerful they forgot their former oppression. Just like 

the authorities before them they said that unity in Christ meant everyone had to believe the Bible 

their way. They, too, oppressed anyone who dared to question or think differently. They got 

trapped by the tyrannical powers of the world. 

The powers of the world say that unity means everyone has to believe the same thing. 

The powers of the world say unity means sticking with people who look like you. 

The powers of the world say unity means accepting only those who belong to your group  

But all that is just oppression. It’s the world’s captivity. 

 

Friends, unity in Christ is not about everyone being or thinking the same. 

When Jesus knelt in the garden and prayed that we might all be one he didn’t mean we should all 

think alike or have the same spiritual experience. He imagined something far more beautiful. 

Jesus imagined a unity of the heart. Jesus imagined a unity based on his new commandment: 

“Love one another as I have loved you.”   

 

Voice from crowd: Preach it brother John. 

 

Rev. S.: Friends, today Isaiah’s prophecy and Jesus’ promise are fulfilled in your hearing.  

You want proof? Then look around you. Look at the person next to you. Look and you will see 

someone very different, sharing this moment with you. One of you is rich the other poor. One of 

you is free the other a slave.  One of you is black - the other white. 



 

And yet you are one because you follow Jesus. Together we are one body freed from oppression 

and conformity. Unity in Christ means you can find yourself next to someone of a different 

colour, standing outside a jail, listening to the ramblings of an Irish convict. 

 

Was it ever more true that the foolishness of God is wiser than all the wisdom of man? The unity 

of Christ sets us free to give the right hand of Christian fellowship even to someone of a different 

race and not be afraid. Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


