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United Memorial On-Line Presence Policy 
Adopted by the Official Board on May 30, 2012 

 
United Memorial’s Vision Statement is: 
 

United Memorial Church is a vibrant, inclusive community of faith striving 
to live Jesus' message of love and hope, and promise of new life. 

 
The ways in which we will live that out are:  

 We will live Jesus’ message of love and hope through hospitality and care. 
 We will build up our ministry with young families.  

 We will develop a plan for our building, seeing it as an asset for the congregation and 

the community. 

 

In UM’s Vision Plan 2010, objectives are set to achieve these ideas, including,  

under Hospitality and Care, 

● Prayer and sharing faith openly and sharing faith openly 

● Build partnerships for outreach 
● Celebrate our accomplishments 

 
and under Young Families,  

● web technology 
● PR 

 
Using PR and web technology to share and celebrate our faith and to conduct outreach is best 

done in a collective, collaborative manner - the greater the participation of the faith community 

the more effective the celebration and outreach will be. Along with this comes a loss of some 

direct control on the part of the church leadership. In order to maximize the benefits of these 

activities and minimize the risk, United Memorial will adopt and promote the following 

guidelines. 

 

1.  The purpose of United Memorial’s online presence is to 

● create more opportunity for the congregation and its community to engage with one 

another 

● build sense of community internally 

● increase visibility/profile externally, demonstrating the nature of UM’s faith community 

and its involvements and focuses 

 

2.  To meet this purpose, United Memorial will employ online tools as they are deemed 
effective and appropriate, including social media such as Facebook, YouTube, or Twitter and 
content including text, photo, video, audio or chat.  

 

3.  United Memorial will seek to ensure that its online presence respects all applicable rights 

and legal protections. These are not limited to, but may include such legal concepts as 

“reasonable expectation of privacy”, under which a church sanctuary does not meet the 

definition of private space and as such photography and videography within the sanctuary is 

legal. In general, such photography/videography will be of those in worship leadership, 

although there may be times when the congregation will be the subject. For social 

occasions, ie, concerts, dinners, coffee time following worship, videography and 

photography may be taken.  
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4.  Beyond the “letter of the law”, United Memorial will seek to ensure that its online presence 

respects the sanctity of certain faith activities. For example, no photography or video taken 

during funerals, unless there is express written permission from the family. For other 

occasions, worship should not be disrupted by those taking pictures.  

 

5.  The purpose of UM’s online presence will often be served without identifying individuals by 

name. As such, all members of the community who contribute to UM’s online 

communication shall refrain from identifying individuals in captions, tags or any other aspect 

of content without the individual’s consent.  

 

6.  Communications must be respectful toward others.  Communications that are obscene, 

defamatory, profane, libelous, threatening, harassing, abusive, hateful, ridiculing or 

embarrassing to others will not be tolerated. 

 

7.  Communications that advertise, solicit, market or promote any business or commercial 

interest, chain letters or pyramid schemes will not be tolerated. 

 

8.  United Memorial leadership will actively monitor all of its online presences which allow 

community contribution to ensure no breach of these guidelines and to speedily address any 

such breach. United Memorial will utilize its online tools’ available functions which support or 

enhance this activity, such as moderated comments, blocks, bans, etc. 

 

9.  Users who do not comply with these policies will be banned from posting on United 

Memorial’s online networks. 

 

10. Except for posts created or authorized by United Memorial leadership, posts made to the 

online networks of United Memorial express the views of the individual author and not those 

of United Memorial. 

  

This policy may be updated and modified at any time.  Users will be apprised of any changes to 

the policy. 
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