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A New Home for the Maritime Conference 

In the Spring of 2012, the Maritime Conference will open the doors to a new home — 

a much needed space for the staff of Conference, for the records of our region, that 

will serve as a gathering place for all members of the 271 pastoral charges in our    

region’s United Church family. 

 

Our Maritime Conference, however, is much more than a building. Like many of our 

church buildings, it’s made up of something far more than wood, stone and glass. 

It's built upon women and men who have been called to minister to all our pastoral 

charges as we discern the future and prepare to set out in God's name. It's made up 

of conversations, ordinary and sacred, as churches struggle to be united in hard 

choices and immediate decisions. 

 It's built on people with 

courage and conviction, 

who help us move beyond 

pastoral conflicts to see the 

peace and possibility that 

lie before us. It's built on 

the ministry that we may all 

be one, even though we 

have many parts and many 

needs.   

 

        Maritime Conference Youth Forum delegates join together  
                         at the Annual Meeting in  Sackville, NB 

 

Our new home will be a revitalized space where the thirst for Christian life and 

growth can be met with environmentally sound practices, cost savings in operations, 

and the possibility to embrace new opportunities presented through the digital 

world in which we live. 

The Work of the        
Maritime Conference 
 

In our ever-changing and 
challenged world, the     
Maritime Conference and its 
ministries are as critical as 
ever. The Conference staff, 
ministers, lay people and 
volunteers work with 271 
pastoral charges in locations 
in Nova Scotia, New    
Brunswick, PEI, Quebec and  
Bermuda.   
 
The Conference exists to 
support congregations in 
those key areas that define 
our spiritual practice: 

 

 Mission and Service 

Supporting those in need 
around the world 

 

 Youth Programs 

Providing a forum for our 
young people to shape the 
future of our Church 

 

 Education and Training 
of Ministers 

Helping to develop careers in 
ministry  

 

 Personnel Development 

Assisting pastoral charges in 
staff planning and career 
development  

 

 Church Revitalization 
Supporting congregations 
through challenging periods 
of change 

 

 Archives 

Providing access to the 
Church’s rich history, to  
honour and understand the 
past, and to inform and guide 
the future.  



Imagine.  Living without memory.   

A New Home for the Archives 
The Archives are the living and unfolding story of the people  of God within our United 

Church. They are the thread that reminds us of both our triumphs and our failures, 

pointing us toward the wisdom we need as we turn to face the future. Who would God 

be without a story to tell? Who would Jesus be without a gospel to share? Why would 

we become a church that can't tell it's own tale? 

 

Our Conference office is responsible for ensuring the story of our Maritime United 

Church continues. The Conference is uniquely positioned and  accountable to care for 

the work of the churches in our region and ensure that the Archives are not fossilized 

shelves in the dust bin of history. The Archives don't just hold the past, they also tell the 

story of congregations who are making use of archival material to guide the decisions 

they need to make today, in order to be the church tomorrow. 

 

A State-of-the Art Facility 

Designed in consultation with the 

Canadian Association of              

Professional Conservators, the 

new Centre will conform to all  

environmental standards and   

archival best practices.   Our new 

Archives Centre provides: 

Increased Access with Digitization 

An investment in new technology, 
wherever possible, will allow 
greater digital access to archived 
material. 

 

Efficiencies with Modern Shelving 

Archived materials will be more 
efficiently stored on two new   
cascading shelving units. 

 

Partnership Possibilities 

The Conference is exploring new partnerships possibilities to share our storage capacity 
and to contribute revenues to the operations of our new facility. 
 

 

 How does the     

Archives Centre 

serve us? 

 

 Legal records ensure that 

the Church is held      

accountable in the future 

for decisions of the past. 

 

 Church committee      

minutes provide the    

context to understand   

the issues that our      

congregations faced and 

the environments in which 

they worshipped. 

 

 Marriage and baptism 

records  inform family 

histories and genealogical 

research. 

 

 Land records and       

bequests resolve current 

questions over properties 

and donations. 

 

Housed together, the  

records of the Maritime 

Conference tell the unique 

story of the United Church 

in our region. Only when 

we share these records, 

can we mark that history. 

 Meet Archivist Sarah Wallace 
 

Even as a little girl I was interested 

in the past, I would beg my parents 

to take me to nearby historical 

settlements and would read up on 

historical events. My love of history is 

initially how I became interested in 

the archives field. 
 

However, the longer I’ve worked as 

an archivist, the more I see that archival records are not just about the 

past. Records also have an impact in the present and the future. Whether 

it’s the church celebrating an anniversary to generate excitement about 

the future, or a young couple preparing for an upcoming marriage,  

records make a difference! 
 

Records help hold our church body accountable and inform our decisions.  

They tell the continuing story of our churches, our communities, and our 

families. I’m excited that I can play a role in ensuring that these   

decisions, stories, and memories are preserved and made available to 

future generations. 

                                                    Sarah 
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Strengthening Within 

Through their work in Church Revitalization, Maritime Conference staff members 

work with congregations and Presbyteries to discuss the cultural and social changes 

impacting life and worship. The Conference helps churches deal with change and 

long-term planning with the goal of transformation that can often lead to              

congregations uniting in the life and work of ministry.  This work involves: 

 Workshops on imaging new ways of being a church; 
 

 Careful listening to the concerns and hopes of church members; and 
 

 Support to leaders involved in change conversations. 
 

Maritime Conference staff also provide support and guidance to those who have 

chosen a  career in ministry.  The professional development of the future leaders of 

our communities of worship is one of the most important aspects of the work of  

the Maritime Conference.  

Reaching Out 

The Maritime Conference enjoys a reputation for courageous social justice              

ministries, working with numerous volunteers who have gifts of insight, passion  

and commitment to making a positive difference in the world. 

 

The Conference advances social justice causes by supporting committees that raise funds and distribute 

grants that help United Church people in our region live out God’s mission. 

Imagine.  A Place that holds us together.   

A New Home for People of the Maritime Conference 

 

Meet the people 

behind Social   

Justice Ministries 

 

Some of the many social    

activists who work with      

Maritime Conference staff  

include: 

 

  Linda Scherzinger 

Working to make renewable 

energy sources more        

available. 

 

  Kathryn Anderson  

Helping hundreds of people in 

this region understand the 

human rights struggles of    

Mayan groups in Guatemala. 

 

 gkisedtanamoogk 

A traditional spiritual elder 

helping to build new           

relationships between        

aboriginal and non-aboriginal 

people in this region.  

 

 Kelly O’Neil and Angela    

MacLean  

Partnering with their            

congregation to begin a day 

retreat program for people who 

are struggling to transition from 

poverty, crime or addictions to 

new beginnings.  
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The Building Project:  Home and Community 
 
 

In the spring of 2012, the Maritime Conference will open the doors to its new home – an investment in 

the past, the present, and the future of the church in this critical time of renewal.  The new building  

provides a safe and environmentally-friendly new home for Conference staff.  Features of the new 

building include: 

 

 Community gathering spaces—providing increased capacity for group sessions, community        
functions and collaborative work spaces; 

 

 New technologies—equipping offices and meeting rooms with videoconference and internet       
capabilities to facilitate bringing people together throughout the region on a more frequent basis; 

 

 Environmental efficiencies—as much as possible, the design of the new building provides for         
efficiencies in energy consumption.  Flexibilities in the design provide opportunities to upgrade to 
new environmental standards as they become affordable. 

 

Progress to Date: 
 

Construction of the new building is underway and proceeds on schedule with an expected opening 

date in the spring of 2012. The building is estimated to cost approximately $3 million and a fundraising 

campaign is underway [$1.9 million for the Archives Centre; $1.1 million for the administrative offices and 

meeting space].  Financing has been secured through the sale of the original Maritime Conference    

office.  A generous purchase offer for the original office provided revenues that significantly exceeded 

the estimated market value and allowed the project to get started. 

Design Sketch of the new Home of the Maritime Conference 
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Our Campaign Begins 

Building Strength from Within: 
 

In early 2011, The Maritime Conference building campaign began at home with President, Jane Johnson, 

challenging the Executive of Conference to lead the way.  With the help of a supporting team of          

representatives from across the Maritimes, the           

campaign is building as Conference leaders are asked to 

join in.  Our appeal to the membership of Maritime     

Conference will culminate at the Annual Meeting, in 

early June,  when more than 400 delegates will come 

together to share challenges, undertake planning, and 

celebrate our worship and service to God. 

 

With this commitment from our  Conference family, we 

will look next to those individuals, corporations and 

Foundations that value the spiritual life of the United 

Church and support the work of Maritime Conference.   

 

Join Us: 
 

A pledge to the Maritime Conference campaign is an investment in the life of the United Church.  Jesus 

calls us to be salt and light. If the lamp is to be set on the stand for all to see, then isn't it time to put the 

darkness of cynicism aside and renew our church?   It 

is time to season our faith in the Holy Spirit and turn 

up the flame that longs to burn within this              

Conference for all to see.  It is time to embark on 

vital ministries that can be provided for the needs of 

our changing times and beyond. 

 

FROM.NOW.ON. 

 
Maritime Conference Campaign Team:  Contact Us: 
 

Jane Johnson   David Hewitt   Maritime Conference Office 
Matthew Fillier   Barbara Prowse  21 Wright Street 
Ivan Gregan   Ruth Gamble   Sackville, NB 
Donna Tourneur  Ross Bartlett   E4L 4P8  Tel. 506.536.1334  

          $3 Million Campaign  
 

 
   Executive  
                   Lead Gifts 
 
 
 
          Membership 
         Gifts  
 
 
 
    Individuals, 
 Corporations, 

Foundations 
  

$150k 

$1,000,000 

$1,850,000 
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