
From: Sean.Casey@parl.gc.ca [mailto:Sean.Casey@parl.gc.ca]   

Sent: November 30, 2012 5:41 PM  

Subject: RE: Chaplaincy Services Cuts 

 

Dear Mr. Hewitt, 

 

Thank you for sharing your opinions regarding the issue of cuts of Non-

Christian Prison Chaplains in prisons. I was shocked to hear about these 

cuts, and thought once again how this decision is regressive and 

inhumane. The Conservatives’ tough on crime agenda has been called out 

recently by the UN as excessive, and I agree with their commentaries. 

These cuts show they do not believe in rehabilitation or providing basic 

human decency to our criminals. Our Charter protects our right to freedom 

of conscience and religion and I believe all religious supports should be 

offered in our justice system, not just Christian. 

 

I’ve copied below two statements my colleagues delivered in the House of 

Commons shortly after the announcement of the cut to services was made:  

 

Irwin Cotler Mount Royal, QC  October 5th, 2012 / 11:50 a.m.  Mr. 

Speaker, the government is cancelling the contracts of non-

Christian chaplains in federal prisons, thereby requiring inmates 

of other faiths to turn to Christian chaplains for religious 

guidance. The minister says he “is not in the business of picking 

and choosing which religions will be given preferential status”, 

but by providing funding only for Christian chaplains, he is doing 

precisely that. Will the minister recognize this contradiction, 

reinstate funding for chaplains of all faiths, and uphold the 

values of freedom of conscience and religion, and equality before 

the law, as enshrined in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms? 

 

Carolyn Bennett St. Paul's, ON  October 15th, 2012 / 2:50 p.m.   

Mr. Speaker, the government's decision to cut part-time chaplains 

in our prisons has sparked strong objections from religious leaders 

across the country and across religious faiths. They have told the 

government that appropriate faith-based counselling in prison is 

often a key to rehabilitation. This is not just a matter of 

protecting religious freedom. It is about reducing the reoffending, 

the key to safer communities.   Why are the Conservatives 

discriminating against non-Christians? 

 

I will work on a public statement on this issue and I want to thank you 

for the statistics and perspectives you provided. 

 

Again, thank you for your email. 

 

Sean 


