
 

On September 29, a tree was planted in soil 

collected from pastoral charges throughout 

the Maritime Conference as a symbol of our 

faith in the strength and growth of our 

United Church family.  Our new home will 

be a place to gather, to celebrate, to      

worship, and to hold our past, so that we 

may forge our future as a community    

serving God. 

In the name of Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

And by the authority of the Maritime Conference of the United Church 

of Canada, I declare this place to be Maritime Conference Centre, 

dedicated to the glory of God and the service of all throughout the bounds of 

Maritime Conference. 

 

              – The Rev. Phillip Kennedy, President of Maritime Conference,  
September 29, 2012  

A New Home for the 

Maritime Conference of the United Church 



Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: 7Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum 

is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of   

redemption by purchase is yours.’ 8Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court 

of the guard, in accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, ‘Buy my field 

that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption 

is yours; buy it for yourself.’ Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 

Jeremiah 32: 6-8 NRSV 

 
 

God…IS.  By 2005, our United Church had outgrown the ministry our         

previous Maritime Conference office could provide. A field of opportunity 

presented itself, and leaders of our church were reminded that our ancestors of 

faith, like Jeremiah, have passed this way before. With great courage, we    

invested in the possibility of a new conference centre that would not only    

preserve our past, but would also shape the future of emerging ministries 

within the Maritime United Church for generations to come.  We are reminded, 

that regardless of which way the winds of these changing times blow, our faith 

remains steadfast: God is, was, and will be. 
 

We…ARE.  As 519 congregations and over 80,000 members in the midst of 

great social and cultural transition, we are the generation God is calling to give 

shape to the church for the days to come. The Maritime Conference Centre is a 

bold step out into the future, while being supported by our past witness.  In the 

midst of this fertile soil, we are providing new opportunities for regional     

cooperation, educating and training tomorrow’s leaders, supporting the       

ministry of our local congregations, and preparing a united and uniting church 

for all our relations through the ministry we share in Jesus name. 
 

Not Alone.  Not alone, because with all who have served before us, and all 

whom we believe are yet to come after us, we are at least this ministry through 

this office, by the grace of those who give of their lives and talents for our 

sake.  We are Not Alone as this Maritime Conference together, ministering in 

Jesus name by the power of the Holy Spirit and the Grace of the God of Justice 

and Love.   
 

Let this be a place and a sign to future generations of that sacred truth we 

share:  God IS.  We ARE.  Not Alone. 

 - Reverend Matthew Fillier 
An excerpt from the sermon at the Conference Centre Dedication, Sept. 29. 2012 

God IS.   We ARE.   Not Alone. 


