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Judy Jonah, Chair of Chignecto Presbyterial, presenting Bill Casey, Member of Parliament for Cumberland-
Colchester, with a “Poverty Doll of Hope’, as a reminder of the many area children living in poverty and of
the government’s promises to work towards solutions to bring these children and their families  out of poverty. 
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''Love, love, love,  is a God given gift''. 
It has been said many times,  that  ''getting there is

half the fun'', and in most cases this is the truth.
However,  being there—that is being with the Maritime
Conference United Church Women,  in Brookfield,
NS—was all of the fun.   

As soon as I left home for Toronto airport everything
went as planned.  The traffic on the 401 was  heavy, but,
not chaotic.  And other than learning that the flight was
overbooked by seven seats all went well. When I
arrived at Halifax terminal, there was Chris Urquhart
holding a sign with my name on it. What a blessing that
was. 

The biennial theme ''Love in my heart''  was lived out
in every aspect of the gathering from the praising, wor-
ship, singing, presentations, and fellowship time.
Congratulations to the organizers of the event, I am sure
much time and  patience went into the planning and if
anything went wrong, we certainly did not see it. Well
done.

An example of ''love in my heart'' was the  update on
Berwick Camp. Anna Peters had told us about the cook-
ie cottage at one of the national UCW meetings.

The words ''undaunting generosity''  were used in the
report and how true this is. Working together keeps us
together. It was a wonderful event. Blessings to
MCUCW and the work you do.

Shalom,  Phyllis Buchner,
National President - United Church Women.

NatioNal Ucw

PresideNt’s Message

A note of introduction from Sarah
My name is Sarah Goodfellow. I live in

Jacksonville, NB with my husband, Michael, and

our cat, Jenny. Michael is the minister for

Hartland-Jacksonville Pastoral Charge, and I am a

substitute teacher, a job that gives me the freedom

to be involved with the UCW.  It has been just

over five years since my first UCW meeting, and

I believe that God has brought me to this place on

purpose.  I look forward to serving you over the

next two years, as well as meeting you and learn-

ing from you.  Sarah 

Doris Brown Photo

Photos, taken at Love In My Heart 2016 MCUCW
Biennial. (Above) Sarah Goodfellow explaining the
theme for her two-year term as President, Maritime
Conference UCW — Reaching out with ‘UCW’
Purpose. Pictured right, are National UCW President
Phyllis Buchner and our out-going Conference UCW
President Catherine MacLean at the Biennial
Saturday Banquet. Phyllis was the keynote speaker
on Saturday evening. Hearty thank yous from
Chignecto to Catherine for her guidance, direction
and leadership in the past two years, with her
Caring at Home theme, and her persistence in hav-
ing the UCW in the Maritimes learn about the need
to address Child Poverty in their areas, and set them
well on their way to action on this concern.    

Jean Smith Photo
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Reaching Out ... With
‘UCW’ Purpose

Incoming Maritime
Conference UCW President
Sarah Goodfellow outlined her
theme for the coming two
years at Biennial meeting on
Saturday afternoon held at
Knox United Church,
Brookfield, NS, April 22-24. 

Using the diagram of a
hand, and the five digits, she
explained her plan and how
UCW might take action this
way:

WITNESS:
Reaching out to those out-

side the church.
Let’s continue to show

God’s love and grace to those
in our communities and
families. 

How can your unit spread
the message of salvation to
those who need to know? 

STUDY:
Reaching out to God. 
Let’s continue in prayer

and reading God’s word.
How can your unit in-

crease the depth of the study
portion of your meetings? 

FELLOWSHIP:
Reaching out to those in

our church.
Let’s continue to meet the

needs of those in our church
family.

How can your unit be a
blessing to those within your
church who need a special
touch?

SERVICE:
Reaching out to those

living in poverty.
Let’s continue our work

with the Child Well-Being
Initiative. 

How can your unit sup-
port the National Project of
fighting poverty?

COMMUNICATION:
Let’s tighten up our means

of communicating at all
levels of the UCW. 

How can we work to
ensure that all members are
aware of our plans and goals?

(Something to get you
thinking about at your fall
meetings!)

Reaching out ...

UCW

With Purpose
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UCW ‘Order of the Day’
at Chignecto Presbytery

Pictured Presbyterial UCW Chair
Judy Jonah as she sets out a dis-
play table at the Maritime
Conference Centre in Sackville,
NB where she addressed mem-
bers of Chignecto Presbyery,
focusing her talk on UCW’s work
with the Child Wellbeing Initiative
as order of the day April 18. 

UCWs in the Chignecto region continue to work with the National

and Maritime Conference UCW on the Child Wellbeing Initiative, that

asked in Year 1 (2014) to pray about child poverty, reflect and learn

about the impacts of child poverty across Canada and in their own

region.   In Year 2 (2015) the goals were expanded. The UCWs were

asked to continue to pray, and seek God’s guidance as they move for-

ward in the mission to end child poverty, to continue to educate UCW

members, as well as congregations, about the reality of child poverty

in their areas, to look for ways to creatively draw attention to this

issue, and then to consciously begin to bring these concerns to gov-

ernment officials by letter writing and meetings. 

UCW groups were reminded “that we are not alone, we are a team

of strong women who can work toward the change we want to see in

God’s world.”  

Now into the third of a five-year project for UCWs nationally, groups

are offered these future objectives:

— To provide leadership in the church, to encourage wider engage-

ment.

— To identify a community partner where possible and collaborate

to end child poverty. 

— To advocate for a national child well-being strategy through let-

ter writing and engagement with elected officials.

— To ensure ongoing Mission and Service support for ministries

and programs addressing child poverty by sustaining and, where pos-

sible, increasing annual Mission and Service giving.

These goals are being carried out by making poverty dolls to raise

awareness of child poverty in Canada.  These dolls are to be given to

elected officials (MPs, MLAs, Municipal Councillors), and for use as a

teaching tool in classrooms, church occasions, public addresses, etc.

UCW members are being asked to consider:

What skills and assets can they contribute to the cause?  How will

they continue this work within their UCW units?  

Child Wellbeing Initiative UCW action
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A REFLECTION...FROM BARBARA GROUNDWATER

Life lessons learned from moving
We’ve recently down-sized – sold our house and moved into an apart-

ment.  Here’s what I’ve learned about moving and the parallels it has

with life.

• Start early and clean out the clutter.  We’ve been married for almost

43 years and we’ve lived in our last home for 31 years.  We accumulat-

ed not only our own “stuff”, but also items belonging to our daughter and

son-in-law, as well as items saved from our parents’ homes when we had

to clean them out.  If you have a space, you fill it, and that’s exactly what

we did.  We had a lot of things we didn’t really need or use.  As with

houses, we can fill the storehouses of our minds with things we don’t

need or which do us no good – negative thoughts and bad attitudes or

habits.  We need to take stock periodically and replace those negative

thoughts with positive ones, as well as purposefully developing good

habits and attitudes.  “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a

steadfast spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10)

• When you’re tired, rest.  At my age, I’m no longer like the

Energizer bunny (was I ever?).  I can’t keep going and going and going.

I am much more productive, not to mention, more even-tempered, when

I stay rested.  Similarly, in our desire to serve God, we must be careful

not to over-extend ourselves.  Even Jesus took time to withdraw from the

crowds to relax and recharge.  I’m not talking about a permanent hiatus

– just learning when to say “no”, or delegating, when you feel yourself

becoming overtired or frustrated.

• Organize, label, and organize some more.  Organizing items pays

dividends both in time saved and in cutting down on your frustration

when you can’t locate something.  Organizing your time means you actu-

ally have more time to devote to the things which are important to you.

Otherwise, time just slips away and you never get around to doing what

you meant to do – things like calling or visiting someone who needs

cheering up, writing a note or card of appreciation or just telling the lat-

est news, or helping out where and when we are needed.  In other words,

we need to make time to serve God.

• Look upon the change with a positive attitude.  There are many

things to miss about the property we recently left like the wide open

space around us, gardening, and the view from our hillside.  There are

also things that we won’t miss like the lawn mowing, the snow blowing

and shoveling, and the maintenance that comes with owning a home. But

here’s what we have – a smaller space to clean and less “clutter”, no

mowing or snow to remove, and when something goes wrong, we can

just call the maintenance person to come and fix it.  We have a lovely

deck looking out on trees.  We can hear the birds singing in the morning

and the spring peepers in the evening just like we could at home.  We can

see the pheasants stroll by and watch the antics of the squirrels as they

try to (and do) rob the bird feeders.  The people in our building are

friendly and welcoming.  Life is good.  Praise God!

Now Events We Share, a
newsletter for Chignecto

Presbyterial United Church
Women, is published four

times a year —
June, September, January,

and March.

Your story submissions and
suggestions are welcomed

and encouraged. 

Send news of what is 
happening in your pastoral
charge or church, feature 

stories, story ideas, 
photographs, information on

special events, and 
anniversaries..  your poetry,

your recipes, your jokes
...you are welcome to share

your wisdom, share your
humour...share your 

opinions...

Cost of the N.E.W.S. is $1.50
an issue or $6.00 for a

year’ s subscription.
Renewals are due following

the Annual Meeting of
Presbyterial in March.

Cheques should be made
payable to Chignecto

Presbyterial UCW N.E.W.S.

A special thanks to all who
contributed the stories and
photographs for this issue.

Deadline for submissions for
2016 Fall Issue: August 28.

CONTACT 
INFORMATION:
Editor: Jean Smith

Mailing address:
167 Nappan Road
Amherst, RR6, NS

B4H 3Y4
Telephone:  902-667-8748

Email: 
cjsmith@eastlink.ca

About N.E.W.S.
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Sunday School in 1800’s Little Shemogue
Eldon Hay, Contributor

In the 1860s and 70s, there was a

Town Hall at Little Shemogue, NB;

later (in 1878) to be the site of Zion

Presbyterian Church. Maggie

Duncan talks about it:

The only time I really remember
going to S.S. in the Hall was what I
am going to tell you now. I had a
new white dress - Oh it was beauti-
ful to me!  Perhaps that is the rea-
son I remember the day.  We were
seated on a bench of rough lumber
with wooden legs; in imagination I
can still see the row of little girls:
Minnie, Susan, Martha, Alice,
Clara and Amy and myself.

I was sitting next to the wall, and
I recall the dirty white plaster, with
pictures and pencil writing all over
it; when it came time for the
Superintendent to pray, our teacher
said "You little girls better kneel
down".  But when I looked at the
floor - oh horrors! the tobacco spit-
tle, the dust, - no, I could not kneel
on that mess, not with my pretty

white dress!  So I folded my dress
up; but then my nice white skirt!
All starched and ironed beautifully;
so I folded the skirt back.  But what
about my clean white pantalets?
They were worn three inches longer
than my dress - they could not be
sacrificed in that way, so I rolled
them up, and my nice stockings had
to bear the brunt of the encounter.

Well, by that time the
Superintendent was so near
through his prayer, it was all lost
effort, - the things all had to come
down quick.

The next thing I can recall was
the teacher talking about the cho-
sen people of God; for she asked me
if God had any chosen people in
these days.  Promptly I answered,
"Yes Ma'am!  Then, "Who are
they?"  "Why, the Presbyterians!"
Then the teacher laughed, but I
could not understand why; at home
I asked Mother why; she explained
it to me, but I have wondered many
times since whether there was real-
ly anything to laugh at.

Much later that day, my brothers

and I walked home; it was dark and
cold.  The Northern lights sprayed
the heavens with rainbow colors,
shooting up streamers with a slight
sizzling sound like ice on a hot
stove.  That is a rare sight.  In
Scotland they say "Colors only
show when some great person dies."
There was a poem in our Fourth
Reader that had the line: "Fearful
lights that never beacon, Save when
king or heroes die!”

Would you not remember such a
Sunday School as that?

[From Maggie’s Memories: A

Covenanter Childhood in 19th

Century Botsford Parish (2013)]

Maggie Duncan, born in 1864,
grew up near Little Shemogue, NB.
She moved away to the USA. She
didn't forget her childhood, and
growing up. So in her later years, she
wrote about her youth, sending
copies to  her grandchildren. A copy
of these letters was found, quite acci-
dentally in an abandoned house in
1992, and published as "Maggie's
Memories”.

Steeves Memorial United
Church, Salisbury Road,

Moncton, N.B., as their 2016
Lenten Project, presented a

cheque in the amount of $905
to Camp Ta-Wa-Si representative

Melissa Wells. Picture, L-R:
Doreen Lane, Laura Hoar, Melissa
Wells and the Rev. Wayne Smith.

Lenten project
benefits 

Camp Ta Wa Si
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Central’s journey to becoming
and being Affirming Ministry

By Ann Bateman

Central United Church’s con-
gregation would like to thank
everyone that supported us on our
journey toward becoming designat-
ed an Affirming Ministry. 

In the fall of 2013 The Affirming
Congregation Exploration
Committee was struck and the
process began.  We had looked at
this project in earlier years but
other responsibilities had prevent-
ed the completion of this adventure
until this recent restart.

Every congregation feels they
are both welcoming and accessible.
It’s only when you begin looking at
yourself from the inside out that
you may begin realizing that you
still have more work to do. We
began by evaluating how welcom-
ing we were to families with young
children, the hearing and sight
impaired, the mobility challenged,
and people experiencing mental
health challenges. The Affirming
Congregation Exploration
Committee later shared the results
with the congregation through
Affirming Moments in church serv-
ices. We learned that improvements
were still needed in all categories.  We participated in Pride Parades and provided a theme appropriate Sunday
Morning service in support of Pride Week.  We introduced “Movie Nights” to the public with movies and snacks
offered free of charge.  So far the movies viewed have dealt with the subjects of a birth mother seeking to locate her
child, aging and dementia, the mentally and physically challenged, racism, sexual discrimination, the possibility of life
beyond the planet earth, and homelessness.  

While looking into the different aspects of becoming an Affirming Ministry a Vision Statement was being worked
on, our Wedding Policy was further updated and an Action Plan was completed. All can be viewed at centralunited-
moncton.com.  A professor of Social Work from McGill University, a former pastor of a fundamental church, and a
young man and his family were guest speakers during our affirming process.  All were informative and educational as
we continued determining what was required for Central United Church to become a safe and affirming place for all
people regardless of age, gender, race, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, faith or no faith, ability, eth-
nicity, or socioeconomic circumstance.  

One person who helped us learn to be more welcoming to all people was a homeless man by the name of Joe
Bourque. Sadly Joe passed away in April but not before one last time with us on Easter Sunday morning when he paid
a final visit to each of the churches on Church Corner in Moncton.  He was not a well man. In fact he was in hospital,
but his wish to go to church on Easter Sunday was made possible by his physician who made that wish come true. Joe
wished everyone a Happy Easter and there was a spontaneous Happy Easter Joe in response from the congregation.
Joe, in his final years, was able to make a transition from being homeless to living in an apartment – thanks to some
hard work invested by his physician and other partners working in concert at the Community Peace Centre in
Moncton.  No longer living on the street resulted in positive improvements in the overall life of Joe Bourque.

In the photo: Cake Cutting-left to right: the Rev. Laura Hunter,
the Rev. Matthew Fillier, the Rev. Catherine Gaw,

the Rev. Dr. Jim MacDonald and the Rev. Val  Chongva
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Affirming Ministry continued from page 6

In the opening I mentioned our Vision
Statement, our Wedding Policy and our Action
Plan. Following their approval by the congre-
gation, they had to be sent to Affirm United.
Affirm United is a partner with The United
Church of Canada that works with churches,
groups or organizations wishing to become
Affirming Ministries.  Following the blessing
from Affirm United, we held a congregational
vote in December 2015 to determine if we were
ready to apply for the Affirming Ministry
Designation. We required a minimum vote of
75 per cent in favour in order to proceed with
the application. An overwhelmingly positive
vote resulted. 

In March 2016 the Central United Church –
Affirming Committee was invited guest speak-
ers at a monthly meeting of PFLAG Moncton.
They provided a brief history of the United Church of
Canada and outlined the Central United journey to becom-
ing designated an Affirming Ministry within the United
Church of Canada.  Now it was time to celebrate!

The celebration took place on Thursday evening April
28th, 2016 and what a celebration it was!  There were bal-
loons, flowers, candles, and food of course! 

The Rev. Dr. Jim MacDonald, Order of Ministry at
Central began the celebration by acknowledging that:

For thousands of years indigenous people have walked
on this land, in their own country.

Their relationship with the land was the center of their
lives. We acknowledge First Nations People and their
stewardship of this land throughout the ages.

The evening continued with the Rev. Dr. Jim
MacDonald and the Rev. Val Chongva providing, by way
of a dialogue, some history of the work of The United
Church of Canada on LGBTQ issues and the eventual welcome of all to be able to enter the stream toward ordination
within The United Church of Canada.  Then, with the help of the Affirming Congregation Exploration Committee, it
was explained how the congregation worked to become and be an Affirming Ministry.  The dialogue was interspersed
with lively hymns, and a skit based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-26.  The Rev. Matthew Fillier, President of Maritime
Conference, and the Rev. Catherine Gaw, Chair of Chignecto Presbytery, brought greetings on behalf of the wider
church.  With the Maritime Conference having been recently designated an Affirming Ministry, the Rev. Laura Hunter,
minister of Justice and Stewardship at Maritime Conference was invited to present the Affirming Ministry Certificate
on behalf of Affirm United to Sheila Lewis, Chair of Central’s church council.  

There was a time of reflection with soft piano music in the background as we remembered people of the past and
people of the present who advocate for the inclusion and acceptance of all people. Candles of rainbow colours were lit
for all people regardless of age, gender, race, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, faith or no faith, ability,
ethnicity, or socioeconomic circumstance. The colours represented; red for life, orange for healing, yellow for sunlight,
green for nature, blue for harmony and purple for spirit.  The pride and transgender flags at the front of the church
were also explained.  Some e-mail greetings were read and others were posted around the Community Peace Centre
Forum.  The program ended with the More Voices hymn: “Go Make a Diff’rence.”

A reception followed.          
Being designated an Affirming Ministry within the United Church of Canada is just a beginning. There will be many

ways to continue not just living the welcome, but living the affirmation going forward. We are pleased to be part of a
denomination with some fifty years of commitment to positive evolution on LGBTQ related matters.  As we continue
our journey of being an Affirming Ministry it should be noted that this is not a one issue ministry but a multi issue
ministry with the acceptance of all people regardless of age, gender, race, marital status, sexual orientation, gender
identity, faith or no faith, ability, ethnicity, or socioeconomic circumstance. 

In the photos: Above, the lighted rainbow candles; 
Below  Affirming Ministry Certificate
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By Janet Colpitts and Doris Brown

Greetings from Salisbury UCW and
we hope, a welcome to summer. 

The past few months were busy for
us, starting with World Day of Prayer. It
was our turn to host the very well
attended service. We had participation
from the Anglican, Baptist, Catholic and
United Churches. With all the hymns in
this year’s service, we were grateful to
have our “Men in Black” for being there
and adding their voices from the choir. 

At our April meeting we had a special
guest, Terry Steeves from Elgin View
Farms, speaking on his bees, how he
cared for them and also the need for his
own bees to pollinate their blueberry
crop. He also left some maple syrup for
the UCW.  This syrup was produced
with a different method. Great tasting
stuff! 

Once again we prepared the Easter
Sunrise Breakfast after the early service.
Enjoyed by all who attended. Had a visit
from the Easter Bunny who this time
passed out homemade donuts. 

(See Easter Breakfast pictures page 9) 

Remembering Colpitts UCW long-time president

Beekeeper visits at Salisbury UCW meeting

Members of the Salisbury United Church Women meet Sunday, April 10,
when it was Janet Colpitt’s turn to present the program. She introduced Terry
Steeves to the group as her guest speaker, who brought information on bee-
keeping. Terry and his son Corey run the "Elgin Highview Farms" and par-
ticipate in forestry and farming. The bees are kept mainly for  pollinating the
blueberry plants. He enjoyed answering questions and talking about the
bees. We truly enjoyed this topic. Thank you Terry! — Doris Brown 

By Ruth Anne Waddy

Mittens were placed in memory of Colpitts UCW mem-
ber Eileen Rasmussen at the Memorial Service during the
Annual Meeting of Chignecto Presbyterial in March. 

Eileen passed away August 14, 2015.  
She was given a life membership in the Colpitts UCW on

December 9, 2001. She was president of our small group for
several years, often guiding us with devotions and readings
that gave us insight and room for discussion. 

Always ready to lend a hand, Eileen was present at most
of our annual fund-raiser lunches and sales and was famous
for her chocolate cake with boiled frosting! A talented seam-
stress and knitter she was known to make pajamas as gifts.
And her knitted socks were wonderful. 

In recent years as she dealt with health issues, Eileen
came to UCW when she could and she was a friend to all of
us. She truly lived with Christian witness, study, fellowship
and service. 

I have a feeling that she would approve of the knitted items being placed in memory of deceased UCW mem-
bers. Chignecto Presbyterial UCW also gives an annual donation to the Mission and Service Fund in memory of
deceased members.

Ruth Anne Waddy placing mittens on the memorial tree
at the Chignecto Presbyterial Annual Meeting March
19, 2016, at St. Paul's United Church in Riverview.



By Janet Colpitts

The major UCW
fund raiser at Salisbury
United is our take-out
supper, and again was a
great success this year at
the end of April. 

We were blessed with
the support of some of
our Church ladies. It
certainly made the
work more enjoyable
and less tiring. Thanks
to all who helped. 

We get many praises for the supper, but one
item most enjoy is the carrot cake. Our recipe
came from Aunt Madge to me, but Madge
Colpitts to others. It has always proved a win-
ner for us and as Madge approaches her 97th
birthday, I know the cake has been eaten at
many events over the years. We would like to
give thanks to Madge for passing the recipe on.

Those who are able also continue to support
the monthly service we provide at the Jordon
Life Care Centre in River Glade. 
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Aunt Madge’s 
carrot cake ... a

sought-after recipe 

Pictured right:
Salisbury Easter Bunny,

Isabel Constantine
delivering her fresh,
delicious homemade
donuts (less fattening
than Easter eggs) for

breakfast following the
Sunrise Easter Service.  

Pictured below:
Salisbury United
Church minister

Simpson Rushton and
his wife Carolyn;  

Ed and Patsy 
Weatherdon, and
Ralph Rasmussen.

Easter breakfast
at Salisbury
United Church

Madge Colpitts’ carrot
cake is ‘a winner’ for
the congregation at
Salisbury United. 

AUNT MADGE’S CARROT CAKE
Combine and beat well:  

1 cup oil        
2 cups white sugar
4 eggs         

Mix dry ingredients together, then slowly combine with
egg mixture, stirring in: 

2 cups all purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 ½ teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons cinnamon

Blend into above mixture:  
2 cups grated carrots
1 cup chopped nuts ( optional)
2/3 cup crushed pineapple (juice included)

Bake in 9”x 13” pan at 325 degrees 
approximately 60-65 minutes or until testing cooked. 
Cool completely before frosting. 
Cream Cheese Frosting

1 – 8 ounce package cream cheese 
3 tablespoons cooking oil
3 ½ cups icing sugar
¼ teaspoon salt
Optional: 1 teaspoon orange flavouring,
grated orange rind.

Whip together until well combined and smooth enough
to spread.  ENJOY!
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St. John’s UCW major events successes
By June MacEachern

AND SPRING IS HERE!  
NOTES FROM ST. JOHN'S MONCTON
As I write this, Moncton is having a much-

needed rain which is helping to make the grass
green, and to make it easier for the robins to dig
for worms!

Our UCW has experienced two major, yearly
events since last writing. The Silent
Auction/Dessert Extravaganza, held March 17
and 18 was again popular, with lots of bidding
and people enjoying desserts during the two days.  
Picture # 1, l-r:  Helen Chapman,  Joan (Ward) Fowler, who

was visiting from Red Deer, AB.,  Sonja Buck, and Ralph and
Lois MacDonald.  Picture #2, Looking after the desserts, tea, and
coffee that day are: Brenda McFarlane, (UCW President) and
Elsa Sage, (UCW Treasurer).

The second big event was the annual Take-out Chicken
Salad supper on April 23.  A success indeed, as 726 sup-
pers were prepared, served, and either picked up or deliv-
ered. Much effort goes into this event, particularly by
President Brenda, and the food and kitchen co-ordinators,
Lois Weatherby and Gail O'Brien.  However, it could not
come about without the help from many more people from
within the congregation.  

Picture # 3, l-r: Mona Miller and Lois Weatherby.  Picture #4,
Shirley Lutes and Shelly Steeves, and Picture #5, Carol Holdsworth
and Gail O'Brien help with the clean-up.

Easter treats of home-made fudge were attractively packaged
and delivered to shut-ins on Easter Sunday, along with the
plants which decorated the Sanctuary at the Easter service.  This
is co-ordinated by Margaret Kennedy.

One of the several Outreach projects which are supported by
St. John's UCW is Moncton Headstart.  At our April meeting on
April 25, our guest speaker was Mary O'Donnell, Executive

Director of Headstart.  She
described, with the help of a
Power Point presentation,
how they work in various
capacities, with women,
children, and indeed, whole
families within the Moncton
area. 

This organization is now
more than 40 years old, hav-
ing been brought into exis-
tence by Claudette Brad-
shaw, a former Member of
Parliament, and the first
director of Headstart.

More St. John’s news Pages 11 & 12

1

2

3

4 5
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Color fun
at WINGS
WINGS, (Women in God's

Service), a program for the
"younger" women in our Church
(or anyone who wants to come!)
has been meeting regularly.
Their program in February fea-
tured Phyllis Perry, manager of the Karing Kitchen, which has been housed in St. John's Church, for more than 30 years,
who explained the workings of the organization which feeds more than 300 people each day, Monday to Friday.  

Although regular attendance at WINGS is not always possible due to work, family illnesses, etc, these "girls" enjoy get-
ting together, and on March 30, had a fun time "coloring".  They also spent an evening cooking meals for the Ronald
Macdonald House, and are looking forward to a Book Study on the book, "All the Light We Cannot See" by Anthony
Doerr. Shown with their master pieces are l-r: Juli Lackie, Cheryl MacCrae, Karen Leidemer, Nancy Black, Chris Carr, and
Carla Goodyear-Bellefleur.  

Men’s Group active at St. John’s United

The Men's Club meets regularly on the last
Saturday morning of each month with interesting
programs. On April 30 the guest speaker was Greg
Cahoon, retired Police Chief of the city of Moncton,
who spoke of his experiences within the local force,
as well as his years within the RCMP. 
Shown above are l-r: Pat Gillespie, Allie Holdsworth,

Retired Chief Greg Cahoon, Art Buck, Richard Blakney,
Ralph MacDonald, and Ralph Smith.  

Six of the men also traveled to Amherst on April
23 to attend the Biennial Conference Men's Rally at
Trinity-St. Stephen's United Church, where the
theme was HEARTPRINTS with Rwandan refugee
and now Canadian Forces Chaplain Rev. Major
Charles Deogratias as speaker. 
Shown (right) are l-r: Richard Blakney, Doug

Bannon, Doug MacEachern, David MacNevin, Ralph
MacDonald, and Ralph Smith.  
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Fellowship group celebrates 60 years

Lenten Bible Study popular at St. John’s

Again, in 2016, the Lenten Bible Study was led by Doug MacEachern with an average attendance of more
than 26 people, several visiting from other churches within the city. Taking 4 sessions, the topics of Evil,
Temptations, etc. were discussed under the theme of "On Leaving it to the Snake", with sub-title "Get Thee
Behind me, Satan!"  Shown above is most of the group on the last day.  

This group, formerly known as the 50/50 married couples group, mentioned in a previous issue, was recog-
nized at the Sunday service of worship on March 13.  Taking part in the service was President, Ralph Smith, and
Minister Emeritus, Rev. Dr. Doug MacEachern.  The group is pictured before the service.  

On Tuesday evening, March 15 the group enjoyed a Pot Luck supper with a large attendance, and a display
of pictures and other memorabilia from the past.

ST. JOHN’S UCW LOOKING AHEAD 
Looking ahead , for the UCW, it is the up-coming Rummage Sale on May 28, and, lest our baking skills become rusty,

we are having another Cookie sale on June 5.  Orders are already coming in!
Enjoy Spring everyone, and have a great Summer too! 
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By Jacqueline Garland

The West River UCW had another successful
Mother's Day Tea on the Saturday immediately before.
Since the closing of the church in West River, the village
of Alma has kindly allowed us the use of their Leisure
Centre. Although every member of our small group
misses using the church for our functions, we have to
admit that the presence of a kitchen at the Leisure Centre
has made it much easier to hold our events. We took a
photo of the tables all set up and ready to go.
Unfortunately we were so busy serving our customers
that we forgot to take another photo of the event in full
swing.

FUN NIGHTS 
We also use the Leisure Centre for our monthly FUN

NIGHTS during the winter. Everyone is invited to come.
A pot luck starts things off. Then Elaine McClure leads us
in a variety of guessing games and yes, some physical
games as well. I think the all time favourite is "The Toilet
Paper Toss"! The evening finishes with board games,
crokinole and some wonderful fellowship. 

West River UCW Mother’s Day Tea 

By Brenda Allen

Jean MacAulay, 99
years old, of Sackville,
NB, asked the UCW to
hold one of our
monthly meetings at
her house.  She isn't
able to get out to
church anymore and
she really  misses
everyone, so we held
our April 18th meeting
at her house and it
was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.  

Of course, we all
had a cup of tea and a
cookie and a good
chat besides the meet-
ing.

Pictured standing
from left to right:
Sandra Sears, Florence
Hicks, Judy
Landsburg, Judith
Colwell, Barb Johnson,
Muriel Briggs, Brenda
Allen and Stella Dawe. Pictured sitting from left to right:  Margaret Anderson, Jean MacAulay and Ruth Anderson
Missing from the photo is Marilyn Burrell who was at the meeting and offered to take the picture!

Tables set, waiting for guests at Mother’s Day Tea

UCW meeting welcomed at member’s home
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By Sue Berubé

On May 12th, St. Paul's hosted a quilt
show and spring tea. Between the hours of 10
AM and 4 PM the public was invited to view
the creative work of members and friends of
the congregation. 140 quilts were artfully dis-
played in the sanctuary. Many styles and skill
levels were represented, from beginners
proudly showing their first piece, to award
winning quilts. A large number were hand
pieced or appliquéd and hand quilted. There
was a special display of antique quilts with
interesting histories. Several of these were
close to one hundred years old.  

The price of admission included, tea or
coffee and cookies in the cafe. Proceeds from
the Quilt Show will support the important
work of Nancy's Hats and Comfort Quilts.
This group meets weekly at St. Paul's to
make hats for cancer patients and others
receiving treatment. Comfort quilts are lov-
ingly made and shared with those needing a
warm hug. 

At 2 pm the third Annual Spring Tea was
held in the church hall. The hall was festive-
ly decorated with flowers, a lovely collection
of china cups and of course quilts!  

Guests enjoyed the musical offerings of
the talented Lauren Barnes and Jenny
O'Neill, accompanied by Brenda Barnes
(church organist /music director). 

A special appearance was made by the
"Retired McGuires" accompanied by Daphna
Pearson.  They shared their light hearted
humour and music. 

Following the entertainment, tea sand-
wiches and fancy sweets were enjoyed by all.
The proceeds from this tea support the work
of the UCW. A very busy but successful day! 

Quilt Show and Spring Tea at St. Paul’s

DISPLAY OF
ANTIQUE QUILTS
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Quilt Show & Tea
supports work of
UCW/Nancy’s Hats
and Comfort Quilts

Lauren Barnes and Jenny O'Neill

The "Retired McGuires" — Carolyn, Mary & Judy

NANCY'S HATS
AND 

COMFORT
QUILTS  

By Ellen Close

Mount Royal UCW continues with their annual outreach
projects to "Crossroads to Women" as well as layettes to the
Moncton Hospital. 

For many years now, in the month of April, we have put
together pails of cleaning supplies for women to use when they
are ready to leave Crossroads. With our Units together this year
we assembled 10 pails which were gratefully received.

In May we collect items to be given to new Moms as needed
in the nursery, maternity wards at the Moncton Hospital.

This year the items were many and varied from hand knit sweaters to cuddly Teddy bears.  I think we enjoy
gathering the items and delivering them even more as the years go by.

UCW gathers items for Crossroads; prepares
layettes for maternity ward Photo: Pails filled with cleaning supplies in

Ellen’s car trunk on the way to Crossroads.
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By Lois Budd

Hello everyone, wow seems
summer has arrived, first time
ever I am thinking of setting up
the air conditioner in May but I
am not complaining.  

Camp Ta-Wa-Si was also very
warm  last week as we finished up
camp cleaning, getting ready for
rentals and  hopefully a busy
camping  season. 

(Note to  Judy: the water was
very cold but I enjoyed a walk up
to my knees in it. )   

With the sun shining, fishing boats out on the
strait,  geese swimming by and the sounds of the
guys setting up the stairs to the beach it was a
delightful moment in a busy day at camp. The first
board meeting of the season held at camp that
evening.  Always enjoy our summer board meetings
at camp.   

It’s been a busy spring time so far, my thanks to
Steeves Memorial and Doreen for inviting me to
speak about our beautiful camp. I very much enjoyed
their church service and my visit with them. Thanks
also to Doris Brown for bringing home the camp sup-
plies from our UCW executive meeting.   My car was
full of sitting pillows and craft supplies which I took
with me to camp.   Melissa our program board mem-
ber was delighted and  sends her thanks to our UCW
friends of camp. 

We could use a few more pillows but we do have
enough tissue boxes at this time.    

The delightful bird houses that Wayne Jarvis

helped the children build at camp last summer have
tree swallows nesting in them and I pray they eat
their fill of those pesky mosquitoes and black flies.       

Registrations are starting to come in but slowly
and we would love to fill those cottages this summer,
our Staff has lots of wonderful fun things planned for
the children.   I know many of our UCW groups spon-
sor a child for a week at camp and this outreach min-
istry has long lasting benefits for the child and our
camp. There are children who would never enjoy a
week at camp without this financial aid either
through our camp sponsorship program and your
donations or directly from your church. This program
always needs your support.

It is official our new building will be called "The
BARNacle".          

Well I will close for now, enjoy your summer my
UCW friends see you at our Rally,  thanks for all you
do for Camp Ta-Wa-Si  and for your constant support
as I represent you as our camp board member. 

Camp sponsorship outreach  
a long-lasting benefit for a child

Someone is really 
excited about 
camp start-up!

TaWaSi ready for another summer camping season!



NOW  EVENTS WE SHARE, JUNE 2016 17

Part Time
Summer Job
Opportunity

Camp Ta-Wa-Si is looking to hire a
part-time handyman for the 2016
camping season. The camp is
located about 20 minutes outside
of Port Elgin, and travel to and
from the camp is the responsibility
of the applicant, though room and
board could be accommodated. 
The position is responsible for:
• General upkeep of the property
(whipper snipping, mowing of some
areas, check trails for any safety
issues, general property cleanli-
ness, painting)
• Inspect all buildings for general
maintenance and safety issues
weekly
• Maintenance of light bulbs,
smoke detectors, whipper snipper,
lawn mower, buildings, swing set,
etc.
• Responsible for water supply
management (i.e. checking filters,
ultraviolet lights)
• Record all maintenance and safe-
ty inspections and/or repairs
• Other general duties as assigned
by Property Committee
Job requirements:
• Ability to take initiative
• Must have handyman type skills 
• Be on call during the week
• Must have a reliable car to get
to and from camp
• Must like to work around chil-
dren and young adults
The position is 15-20 hours per
week in July and August. The
schedule is flexible. 
An up-to-date police record check
must be provided in order to work
at the camp. 
Please submit a resume and cover
letter explaining your interest in
the position to
roger.russell@crandallu.ca

Thank you for your interest,  
Camp Ta-Wa-Si Board of
Directors

MCCULLY PASTORAL CHARGE
BIDS FAREWELL TO THEIR MINISTER
By Jeannette Morris

The farewell service for the Rev. Lloyd Bruce was held at the
Fenwick United Church on May 1, 2016. The combined congregations
of McCully Pastoral Charge — Brookdale, Nappan and Fenwick—
were present as well as Lloyd’s parents, Grace and Harvey Bruce. 

During this special service, a beautiful litany of thanks and farewell
was read by Jim Long of Brookdale and by Boyd Morris of Nappan. 

We have been blessed to have had Lloyd lead us in faithful leader-
ship these past seven years. We offer him our prayers and support as
he enters a new journey of life. For Lloyd — our minister, leader and
friend—we are thankful. 

In the pictures:  Jim Long (Brookdale United), Don Ripley (Fenwick
United) and Boyd Morris (Nappan United) as they present Rev. Lloyd
with a farewell gift from the McCully Pastoral Charge. 

A time of fellowship was enjoyed following the service with Lloyd
cutting the cake at his farewell party. Gathered for a picture are, L-R:
Ruth Ripley (Nappan United), Carol Shea (Fenwick United) Grace
Bruce, Lloyd, Mia Field, Harvey Bruce, Don Ripley (Fenwick United)
and Lois Kinnear (Brookdale United). 
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‘Love in my heart’ at MCUCW Biennial

Trinity-St. Stephen’s (Amherst) UCW was well represented at MCUCW Biennial
with 10 of its members attending...perhaps checking out how hosting is done...just
in case down the road...they might like to host the conference UCW at their home
church. L-R, Lyn Estabrooks, Betty Duizer-Logan, Carol Bennett, Jean Smith, Olivia
Williams, Vera Faulkner, Kathleen Woodworth, Beth Dickinson, and front Timmy
Howatt (delegate) and Melcora Brown (a Past-President MCUCW).

By N.E.W.S. Contributors

I have provided the reports carried in
our presbyterial newsletter for six of
Biennial weekends held in the past 14
years since 2004. I am pleased to say,
reporting on “Love In My Heart” 2016
MCUCW weekend has been contributed
by some of the visitors and delegates
attending from Chignecto UCWs. So, I
will sit back and let them tell you the story
this time. —- Jean Smith,  N.E.W.S. Editor

I had an amazing weekend at the
Biennial. I went to the Chair Yoga and the
Music workshop. It was fun. The food was
very good—I had too many snacks. I
enjoyed all the meals. The Hawiaan food
at the banquet was delicious and the
entertainment after the banquet I enjoyed
it; the music was good. The church service
was good Sunday morning; it included a
lot of music and singing.  There was a
reception for us after the Church service—
more delicious food. We left for home
after we had our lunch. It was a weekend
that I won’t forget.

— Carol Bennett, Amherst, NS

As a delegate from Chignecto
Presbyterial UCW it was a wonderful
experience to attend Biennial in
Brookfield. There was a warm welcome,  a
lovely "goody” bag and new friends to
meet. The program kept us busy and
entertained, and the skits were well done
and very funny! Lots of music, great meals
(and as I eat gluten-free I was well looked
after), and good fellowship. The book dis-
play was much appreciated, as it has been
some time since I had so many choices!
The worship service on Sunday was  a
treasure of experiences, the minister,
musicians and choir are very talented.

I met ladies from UCW groups that
have no Presbyterial. We compared notes
and many said they had little news about
issues and information including the
"Sisters in Spirit" pins. It would seem that
communication is an important issue, and
Biennial helps to fill the gap! I enjoyed the
opportunity to attend, and my thanks to
traveling companions Doris Brown and
Joanne McCallum for adding to the fun!

— (Delegate) Ruth Anne Waddy,
Colpitts Settlement, NB

L-R, Chignecto delegate Ruth Anne Waddy and Joanne McCallum of the Salisbury
Pastoral Charge catch up with news from the Miramichi women —  Lenora Harris,
Elaine Stewart and Margaret Goodfellow. 

L-R, Anne Lake, Truro NS,  Joan Wright, Kinkora PEI, and Anna Peters, Moncton
NB at MCUCW Biennial. Joan has retired as conference UCW treasurer after 12
years in office. “Working with papers and figures is what I love to do,” Joan said.
Anne and Anna will be moving on to new offices in the MCUCW executive, those
of Christian Life and Growth Program and Literature.            (Doris Brown photos)
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More stories and pictures from Biennial 
I just finished off my bottle of strawberry jam…it was deli-

cious! Just wondering if the treat bags were always like this,
these seem very special.  I felt we were treated royally, felt very
welcomed, enjoyed the meals and the concert and the Sunday
service were wonderful. It was a super weekend. — Beth
Dickinson, Amherst Point, NS

The Biennial event in Truro was so well planned and attend-
ed that the Committee there is to be especially commended. I
lived in Truro and joined St. Andrew's UCW in the mid 70's so
seeing that group preparing and serving the turkey dinner on
Friday brought back memories for me.  The Knox United facil-
ity, the ministry with Rev. Gale, the music, the screened graph-
ics, the meals, and on and on were all excellent. I shared my
"goodie" bag with our Unit members at Mount Royal.  We
enjoyed the items and certainly appreciate all the co-ordination
and work to assemble such a collection from the different
UCW's in Truro Presbyterial. Thank you again to these ladies
for a "Job Well Done"!  — (Delegate) Ellen Close, Ammon, NB

I want to convey to our hosts that they did an outstanding
job in every way and at every event. I thoroughly enjoyed my
week-end renewing old friendships and making new ones. It
was a wonderful time of fellowship, of worship, of laughter -
and enjoying the many meals, snacks and other delights. We
brought home our treasures and relived the week-end once
more. Well done!  — Vera Faulkner, Amherst, NS

This was my first Biennial and I was so impressed with the
way everything seemed to flow together.  Also, it was good to
see that so many people shared in the work, such as the meal
preparation where different groups did a meal. It just seemed
like someone thought of everything to make it a great week-
end.  Just like there was a professional planner.  — Kathleen
Woodworth, Amherst, NS

And yes, we certainly had a great time, fellowship, enter-
tainment and food—wow. I am so glad our President Joanne
and Ruth Anne could come along with me. Each time I look at
my booklet from there, I think what a great theme, Love  in my
Heart, goes well with laughter, both ingredients for a full life,
and  the week-end was certainly full of love and laughter.
Plus, of course, lots of great food.— Doris Brown, Moncton, NB

I have just jotted down a few things about the Biennial.  1)
Great planning by Truro Presbyterial and Knox United Church
Brookfield: meals and snacks; decorations; greeters; name tags;
comfortable surroundings. 2) Music:  Fantastic!  Thanks to Rev.
Keith Gale, Kaye Retson, Joanne Hatfield, and, of course,
Barbara Burley.  Love! Love! Love! 3) Presentation by Reta Mae
MacDonald from Halifax Presbyterial on Child Poverty/Living
wage, etc. What can we do as UCW?  4) Interest groups:  Lively
and entertaining!— (Delegate) June MacEachern, Moncton, NB

I had a wonderful time, was a lot of laughs and great music.
One of the best biennials I have attended and it will be very
hard to top this one.  It was so nice to meet new people and
reconnect with others whom I haven’t seen for a long time. The
theme Love  was very appropriate and it was felt and shown in
everything we did on the weekend from the time we entered
on Friday till we left on Sunday.  Hats off to Knox United and
the other Churches that helped in any way, especially for the
meals, which were fantastic. — Joanne McCallum, Salisbury NB 

Above, MCUCW President Sarah and husband Michael
Goodfellow at the Biennial Saturday Night Banquet.
Below, Melcora Brown (center) with Bermuda UCW 
delegates  Joan Van Putten (L)  and Mary Sumpter (R).  

... And a Note from 
Mary Sumpter, Flatts,  Bermuda

Joan Van Putten and I both had such a wonderful
time with all of you.  Meeting up with old friends we
had made on previous occasions and making some
new ones as well was such a joy, especially meeting
up with those we had not seen for a long time, like
Melcora Brown. Ruth Rudderham, Letha Mowatt
and Catherine MacLean all stayed in my guest apart-
ment when they visited Bermuda, so I got to know
them very well.  Then of course, a lot of us renewed
our acquaintances at the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion, which 17 of us ladies from Bermuda attended.
We still talk about what a great time we had then!

Audrey Burrell, with whom we were billeted,
was a truly marvellous hostess.  Ann Lake, too,
deserves a medal for the many miles she drove us
back and forth.  Everyone was so wonderful to us. 
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By Carolyn Hansen

Thank you to all the UCW's who contributed to Biennial 2016.
We were welcomed on Friday with a beautiful sunny day arriving
to Knox United Church in Brookfield and smiling faces as we reg-
istered. We were all presented with a goodie bag with many very
useful items for us to take home. Cole Harbour Woodside Resource
Centre were in attendance with a wonderful book display  

We began with music and welcome from Letha Mowat from
Knox United.  President Catherine MacLean opened business meet-
ing. We were entertained with skits which were hilarious.  Sarah
Goodfellow showed us a Power Point of the Cookbook Project that
Maritime Conference is working on this year.  All money raised
will go to the Child Poverty initiative.  Each Unit/Church is invited
to hold an event.  Write a description of the event, take pictures of
the food and send with chosen recipes. Choose 4 recipes to sub-
mit for the cookbook. Included in the cookbook suggestions were:
kid friendly, inventive ways to cook cheaper cuts of meat, 5 ingre-
dient suppers, affordable recipes and recipes that include amounts
for making for large quantity.  All entries, pictures, descriptions
and recipes sent to MCUCW by December 2016. We need to
raise awareness around the issue of child poverty.  Do whatever
we all can to involve people  in understanding this is a very real
problem in our communities.  

We were given breaks to stretch and had lots of delicious
refreshments. Our evening meal was Roast Turkey dinner which
was wonderfully delicious. 

Anne Lake gave a review of three books from the book display
and encouraged everyone to visit the book display over the course
of the weekend.  

Rev Keith Gale played guitar and taught us the theme song for
the weekend. Sydney Presbyterial conducted the Memorial service
and Rev. Keith conducted evening communion.

Saturday was again another busy day.  We gathered at 8:45
with music and morning worship conduced by Brunswick Street
UCW Truro.  Barb Burley gave a very inspiring worship—we need
to be open-book Christians.  In our lives things will get better—you
just have to believe.

We continued with business followed with a skit in between our
break and continued business. Lunch again was delicious  pre-
pared by Brunswick Street UCW.  There were two UCW ladies
from Bermuda—Mary and Joan, and they showed slides of their
churches and gave a brief talk on both their churches in Bermuda
- Wesley Methodist and Ebenezer Church.

The afternoon were the workshops.  I chose Move with Me with
Barb Burley, a retired Phys Ed teacher, and she really did have us
moving.  She taught us some very useful exercises to keep our bod-
ies limber. As a group we made up some dance moves and  per-
formed during the banquet on Saturday evening.  How much fun.  

My second workshop was Photography with Chris Sandeson.
He showed slides of his photography and gave hints on how to
take better photos.  He said not to be afraid to get close to your
subject. Focus in on the flower, etc. whatever you want to be the
focal point of your picture. 

After workshops, unfinished business and Installation of New
Executive.  Evening banquet was prepared by Knox United.  Barb
Burley was mistress of ceremonies introducing the headtable
guests.  Rev. Keith opened with Grace and dinner was served.
Our meals were delicious all weekend and nicely presented.
MCUCW Past Presidents were introduced. After dinner we moved
to the sanctuary where Phyllis Buchner, National UCW President,
spoke to us. She gave a very inspiring message.  After her address
we were entertained by the group Cherry Lane.  The group was
awesome.  We concluded our evening around 8:30.

Sunday morning Anna Peters, June MacEachern and I packed
the car and headed to Knox United for our last day of Biennial.
We gathered in the hall before going to the Sanctuary for morn-
ing Worship.  We sang our theme song which Rev Keith wrote the
melody and Barb Burley wrote the lyrics.  Rev. Keith spoke to the
children about love.  He read Robert Munsch's book, Love You
Forever, which I think by the end of the story he had everyone in
the congregation as well as himself crying.  The choir sang beau-
tifully.  After service was a delicious reception.  

Then off we went and said our goodbyes to Biennial 2016.To
the Biennial Committee—superb weekend!  Thank you to
Chignecto Presbyterial for the opportunity of being your delegate,
I thoroughly enjoyed Biennial.

Well feed — body, mind, spirit — at Biennial

SOME INTERESTING PEOPLE YOU MEET AT BIENNIAL L-R, Letha Mowatt - great storyteller,
Barbara Burley - mover and shaker and the person MCUCW executive is eyeing to be their next President-
Elect, Keith Gale - an spirited energetic UC Minister; Emily Keirstead - musician and composer extrodorinaire
and  Olivia, aka Ollie, Williams - a woman with abundant Christian ‘love in her heart’. 
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‘Love Your Neighbour’ theme at annual
Chignecto Presbyterial’s 49th annual meet-

ing took place at St. Paul’s United Church in
Riverview March 19, with the chosen theme,
Love Your Neighbour, well followed through all
aspects of the meeting — in song, worship,
nametags, report booklet, UCW support for
causes and program guest speakers.  

Fifty-seven women registered, representing
all of the five areas of the presbyterial. The busi-
ness was conducted by Judy Jonah, Presbyterial
Chair, in orderly fashion, with reporting show-
ing a busy past year for the officers and UCW
groups. 

The women were pleased to welcome as spe-
cial guest Maritime Conference UCW President
Catherine MacLean of Glace Bay, NS and to
have the opportunity to talk with her about
UCW issues, and listen to her morning presen-
tation on her past two years as Conference
President, in which she highlighted her visit to
Bermuda and her work with the Child
Wellbeing Initiative, and making many ‘dolls of hope’.
Catherine’s daughter, the Rev. Donna Tourneur, minister
at Trinity United in New Glasgow, accompanied her moth-
er. This was Catherine’s first visit to Chignecto
Presbyterial.  

Program during the afternoon was filled with a presen-
tation by Dr. Rev. Hugh Farquhar, Minister Emeritus at St.
Paul’s United and chair of the Pre-Settlement Committee
for Syrian Refugees in the Moncton area. Alicia Leger and
Claudette Derdaele, members of the pre-settlement com-
mittee of the United Codiac Refugee group, also shared
their stories and experiences in this work they are finding
very rewarding.

Six women were named as delegates to Biennial
Meeting for the Maritime Conference UCW April 22-24,
Knox United Church in Brookfield, NS, these being, June
MacEachern, Ellen Close, Helen Halfpenny, Ruth Ann
Waddy, Timmy Howatt, and Carolyn Hansen, with 11
other Chignecto women registering to attend.  

With scripture readings, reflections and candle lighting,

women of the Saint Paul’s UCW took parts in leading a
service of remembrance for 43 deceased members. As
names were brought forward, hand-knitted mittens were
placed on the ‘remembrance tree’. The gathering was
invited to the holy sacrament of communion, lead by Dr.
Rev. Hugh Farquhar, and we were commissioned “to feed
as we have been fed, forgive as we have been forgiven,
love as we have been loved” as we partook of the gifts of
the bread of life and the cup of grace.  

MCUCW President Catherine MacLean installed the
new executive for 2016-2017, which showed all returning
to continue in their offices, and one newly installed to the
executive — Jean Marshall of Moncton was elected to the
office of Vice-Chair. 

The morning worship offering of $288.65 was donated
to the United Codiac Refugee Committee, and the new-to-
you sales table profit of $264.00 would go on to the Albert
County Food Bank.  

It was a day well spent, and many thanks to St. Paul’s
UCW who looked after their visitors very well!

Carole Martin (left) and Pauline  Howatt (right) from St. James UCW,
Petitcodiac NB have an opportunity to talk with MCUCW President

Catherine MacLean at Chignecto Annual Meeting March 19.

L-R, Mae Chapman  and Betty Dykeman, members of
Steeves Memorial  UCW at Presbyerial Annual Meeting.

L-R, Shirley Gibson and Betty Colpitts gather knitted mittens
from the ‘rememberance tree’ to go to Christmas Cheer.



22 NOW  EVENTS WE SHARE, JUNE 2016

Another milestone birthday for Melcora Brown

UCW LIFE MEMBER 
HONORS BESTOWED

At the April Meeting of
UCW Unit Four,  Trinity-St.
Stephen’s United Church,
Amherst NS,  Anne Parrett

was honoured with a UCW
Life Membership Certificate
and Pin. Anne is a charter

member of the United Church
Women’s organization and
previous to her membership
with the UCW, she was a

member of the Amherst
branch of the Women’s

Missionary Society and the
Women’s Association of the
Church. Shown with Anne is
Evelyn Bishop who took part
in the presentation ceremony.  

By Jean Smith

Melcora Brown of Amherst met the anniversary of
her 95th birthday on Easter Sunday, March 27th, and
although she was the center of several mini celebrations
with the groups she is a part of at Trinity-St. Stephen’s
United Church and with her family, her big celebration
came on May 14, when more of her family members
were able to be present and in the area, coming espe-
cially to double celebrate Mother’s Day with her as well.
A birthday party was hosted by her family and the

Fundraiser’s Group at the church for a large crowd of
well wishers on that Saturday  May 14th afternoon.

A featured table had poster boards filled with at least
100 photographs telling Melcora’s story. One item of
interest was a Bermuda newspaper clipping reporting
on Melcora’s trip to that country when she was
Maritime Conference UCW President in the 1980s. 

Shown in the pictures below: Ruth Gamble visiting
with a few of Melcora’s UCW friends gathered for the
celebration, and Melcora enjoying her guests, and test-
ing a piece of the birthday cake.
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The UCW at Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church, like
the church and the congregation, is dealing with change—
changes in structure and changes in priorities.  The indi-
vidual units are beginning to accept the freedom of trying
and testing new ways of being UCW here.  Unable to name
a chairperson for General meetings, UCW has opted to put
the task of chairing and presenting the once-a-month
General meeting into the leadership of the units using a
rotation model. Now four months in, all reports are that it
is working ‘better than expected’.

The UCW members, its executive and the outgoing offi-
cers were recognized during the Sunday service Feb. 21,
and dedicated for the work ahead in a ceremony conduct-
ed by the Rev. Nigel Weaver. 

We were unable to fill the vacancy that occurred with
the retirement of our long-time social conveners, Sandy
Burke and Vera Faulkner.   We are very thankful to Gloria
Fraser who volunteered to coordinate funeral receptions
until someone could be named in that portfolio. Other
social responsibilities have been handled with the input of
the units as they occur.  

Unit One members have taken on a new social activity
which they are calling “Souper Sundays”, offering a time
of fellowship at a soup luncheon for the congregation fol-
lowing Sunday services once a month during the winter.
This has proven to be very well received, and with the spe-
cial goodwill offerings collected the UCW is well on its
way to purchasing defibrillation equipment to be available
at the church. 

The UCW decided to try a new format for its Spring
Rummage Sale.  On the invitation of the Church Fund-
Raisers, it was agreed with some reservations, to hold the
sale on the same day as the Congregational Yard Sale and
Bazaar for a test year. The UCW Bake Table became a part
of the mix, as well as the Worship Committee’s Silent
Auction, and the Christian Education Committee’s

Canteen Express. While the Rummage Sale was staged in
Burgess Hall, the giant yard sale was going on in the base-
ment. Guess what happened? It turned out the success was
measured just as good as if it had been two separate events.

On Friday, May the 13th, it was a pleasure to welcome
the Presbyterial Executive who were meeting at the Church
to stay on for a time of fellowship and a lunch.  And on
May 14 the Congregational Care Committee of the UCW
hosted the May Muffin Morning with guest from other
United Churches in the area.

Unit Two members will be hosting the special meeting
for all UCW members and women of the congregation on
the evening of June 7. The evening will begin at 6 with a
pot-luck supper, but it is not just the regular pot-luck meal.
Extra attention will be made to the dishes that are brought
to share because they will be photographed and judged. It
is hoped that eight recipes will be selected from these dish-
es to submit to the Maritime Conference UCW Cookbook
being prepared.

The idea for a cookbook was brought forward by Sarah
Goodfellow, the newly elected President of the Conference
UCW. With this project, she hopes the groups in their
efforts to collect recipes will stage events that will raise
awareness of child poverty and get more people involved
in working toward the goals set out by the Child Wellbeing
Initiative of the National UCW. Any profit realized by the
sale of the cookbook will be directed toward a program
aimed at reducing child poverty.  At the June 7 potluck
gathering the keynote speaker will be speaking about child
poverty in the local area. 

Ten of our members, three first-timers, spent the week-
end of April 22-24 in Truro and Brookfield attending the
Love In My Heart Maritime Conference UCW Biennial
meeting and returned with many stories to share.  

From our Trinity-St. Stephen’s UCW to all the United
Church Women’s groups in Chignecto we send our wishes
for many relaxing, enjoyable summer days ahead produc-
ing wonderful memories for you. God bless!

Amherst UCW trying new ways

Getting ready for the Sale!
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With our presbyterial newsletter now entering its 40th
year of production, it seems fitting to set aside a page in this
and the next three issues this year to take a look back at
from were we came and for this installment, it will be a
quick peek at  the 1960-70 decades of UCW.

The first issue of the newsletter that is on file, is June
1977, and there is a hint within that issue that it was not the
first published. (Justina Penner, President of Chignecto
Presbyterial opened her message with: “You may be sur-
prised to receive another newsletter so soon, but since there
were a number of things we wanted to share with you, we
felt this was the best way to do it.”)  There seems to be other
earlier issues (1977-1979) missing from the file. From the
five issues that were kept, I will share a few interesting
items I have gleaned. 

From June 1977 — a notice of an upcoming regional
(Truro and Chignecto presbyterials) event at the Sackville
United Church, Oct. 1 1977, planning a fun time morning,
fair of United Church Women’s concerns, bring and buy
(bring an article priced up to $2.00 and be prepared to pur-
chase one), lunch - Dixie Lee $2.00, inspirational program in
the afternoon, time for discussion groups, singsong, speak-
er, church service closing with communion at the rail, and
on way home by 5 p.m. for sure. 

Christmas issue 1978— included a report on the joint fall
rally in areas 5 and 6 with vice presidents Mrs. P. Matheson
and Mrs. Doris Smith, held at Nappan United. 

A did-you-know...from Winter Issue 1978 — Did you
know that there are 1,523 UCW’ers in Chignecto
Presbyterial? (The 2015 number is at 470.) Polly Ervin had a
page report on her experience at Berwick in her “brief
resume of what really happened at Berwick” and praised
the UCW for its “evidence all through camp” assisting,
preparing and serving.  

Spring 1979 issue — “A Coffee-Drop-In” fellowship for
young women and mothers with preschoolers and anyone
needing a friend got off to a good start when over 20 moth-
ers and pre-schoolers had a friendly time together. (The
group is still going strong.)

Fall 1979 issue — It seemed a fall rally was planned for
each area — in Lakeville United (VP Bernice Johnson) Oct.
12; Bayfield United (VP Gladys Shannon) Oct. 13; Lorneville
- Theme ‘Faith’ (VP Doris Smith) Oct. 24; Humphrey
Memorial (VP Hilary Fraser) Oct. 26; Fenwick United (VP
Myrtle Chappell) Oct. 27;. Hillsborough (VP Annie
Simpson) Nov. 17. 

Next issue of N.E.W.S. will take a look back at the 1980s,
as reported in its pages. Your contributions are welcome —
send in your pictures and memories of UCW in the ‘80s.

Picture from the Past — New officers—Mrs. Hugh MacRae,
president, of Bayfield, NB; Mrs. D.H. Lavers, treasurer, Parrsboro; Mrs.
Lorne Smith, recording secretary, Southampton and Mrs. J.N.
Crawford, corresponding secretary, Gunningsville, N.B. —at the inau-
gural meeting of the Chignecto Presbyterial of United Church Women
at Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church, Amherst Feb. 1, 1967.  
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FROM A NEWSPAPER CLIPPING...

270 Delegates in Attendance At Meeting... The inaugural
meeting of the Chignecto Presbyterial, comprising the former
Moncton Presbyterial and 11 charges of the former Cumberland
Presbyterial, took place at Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church
Wednesday afternoon (Feb. 1, 1967). This event was attended by
270 delegates and was presided over by Mrs. W. R. Church of
Moncton, vice-president of the Maritime Conference UCW.
Installation of officers took place with Rev. Harold Higgins of
Southampton, chairman of the Chignecto Presbytery, officiating.
A welcome to the gathering was extended by Mrs. F.W. Calder,
president of Trinity-St. Stephen’s UCW. Guest speaker was Mrs.
Henry Moyse, Summerside, president of the Maritime Conference
UCW, who spoke of the role of Christian women in the church
and community. Separate sessions of the former Moncton and
Cumberland Presbyterials were held in the morning to wind up
their affairs. The delegates were served dinner at the noon hour
by members of Trinity-St  Stephen’s UCW and enjoyed a cup of
tea before departing after the afternoon session. 

A RESEARCH FIND — Fresh from Conference UCW
Biennial in Brookfield, the question among the 10 Trinity-
St. Stephen’s UCW members who attended when reporting
at their General Meeting was: “Has biennial ever been host-
ed in Amherst?” From researching I can now say, yes! When
MCUCW was first meeting annually (two days in mid-
week)  Trinity-St. Stephen’s UCW hosted in 1964 the second
annual meeting (theme: We are fellow workmen for God)
and again in 1968 for the 6th annual meeting (theme: The
Joy of Christian Service).  St. John’s UCW in Moncton host-
ed in 1967 the fifth annual meeting of Maritime Conference
UCW (theme: Behold I set before you an open door).

LOOKING BACK
EVERYTHING IS SO DIFFERENTof N

.E.W.S.


