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In our
thoughts 

and prayers 
The reporting on CBC Radio

and our Maritime TV Stations is
filled with stories, videos and
interviews of the people in Cape
Breton Island, especially in the
Sydney and Glace Bay areas,
where  the clean up following
the destructive hurricane on
Thanksgiving Day is continuing. 

Our MCUCW past president
Catherine MacLean’s home is in
Glace Bay, and although we have
not heard that she or other
UCW folk from the groups in
that area suffered loss of homes
and properties, we realize that
they would have found them-
selves in the midst of something
quite overwhelming and distress-
ing. Our thoughts and prayers
are with them.  

Also in thoughts and prayers
at this time is Haiti, where we
have learned more than a million
of her people are in need of aid
after Hurricane Matthew hit.
This island nation has suffered
loss upon loss, let us in our circles
remember our Haitian brothers
and sisters with our prayers. 

~ NOTICE OF MEETING ~
CHIGNECTO PRESBYTERIAL (UCW)

MEETING AT VISIONS UNITED CHURCH 
1270 GORGE ROAD, STILESVILLE, NB

FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 28 

Meeting will start at 10 AM;  gathering at 9:30  for coffee, tea,
muffins and conversation. 
Directions from Anna Peters: From TCH take Exit 454 (for
Gorge Road), turn right onto the Gorge Road, and “Keep
climbing until you reach the top. It is a beautiful drive right
now.”
A reminder that a representative from each UCW group/unit
is requested to attend, and all UCW members and others
interested in the work of UCW
are welcome.
If you have items to be added
on the agenda, or if you are
unable to attend and are send
ing regrets or have informa
tion about your group’s activi
ties to share, suggestions or
questions, contact Judy Jonah
at 9026670492 or Jean Smith
cjsmith@eastlink.ca

ANNIVERSARY PINS AVAILABLE
A special pin for the 2017 55th UCW
Anniversary “Celebrating Spirit” is
available. See Anna Peters at
Presbyterial Meeting in Stilesville
Oct. 28 to purchase or place your
order. The cost of the pin is $6.00.
Contact Anna at 5063831479 or
arpeters460@gmail.com



FALL FAIR
October, 29, 9 am - 1 pm at St. Paul's United Church, 404

Cleveland Ave, Riverview. There will be something for every-
one at this old fashioned Fall Fair; homemade baking, jams,
jellies, candy, fudge, crafts, books, jewellery, attic treasures,
Fair Trade products, a silent auction, musical entertainment
and the very popular Christmas Room. The Cafe will offer a
light lunch and snacks. No admission charge. 

— Sue Berube <sberube@nb.sympatico.ca> —
______________

HALLOWE’EN COFFEE MUFFIN PARTY
Monday, October 31     9-11 am
Sponsored by Mount Royal UCW

106 Mount Royal Blvd.
Freewill Offering

Crafts and Baking by the Tuesday morning Craft Group
—  Ellen Close, declose@nb.sympatico.ca —

______________

RUMMAGE SALE
Saturday, Oct. 22 - UCW RUMMAGE SALE  - 8:30 a.m. -

1:00 p.m. at St. John’s United Church, 7 Alma Street,
Moncton, NB. Something for everyone - clothes, household
items, electronics,  children's toys, bedding, etc.  

—  Brenda McFarlane, brejea47@bellaliant.net —
______________

FALL BAZAAR & LUNCHEON
Saturday, Nov. 5 - 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at St. John’s

United Church, 7 Alma Street, Moncton, NB
Lunch served from 11:30 - 1:00 - Corn Chowder, Chicken

Soup, or Chili  and a roll with homemade pies for
dessert.  Cost $8.00. 

Bazaar Tables include Crafts, Pickles & Jams, Bake Shop,
Book Store,  Jewellery, Baked Beans & Brown Bread and
Fudge.  Come and join  in for a fun day.  

—  Brenda McFarlane, brejea47@bellaliant.net —
______________

MOVIE NIGHT 
The Affirming Committee of Central United Church pres-

ents the movie "The Danish Girl", a drama rated "R" due to
sex and nudity, staring Alicia Vikander and Eddie Redmayne,
on October 20 at 7 PM in the Community Peace Centre
Forum, 22 Church Street, Moncton.  Movie and snacks are
free of charge.  Come and bring a friend.  For more movie
information please go to centralunitedmoncton.com

—   Ann Bateman,  edgarbann@yahoo.ca —

QUILTING
Do you have a quilt top that you wish to have quilted?

Central Hand Quilters of Central United Church in Moncton
can make that wish come true.  Please call Linda Hodgson at
506-532-5769 for more information.

—   Ann Bateman,  edgarbann@yahoo.ca —

______________

FALL FUN FAIR 
Mountain View United, 85 MacBeath Ave., Moncton NB

is holding their annual Fall Fun Fair on Saturday, Oct. 22,
from 10:00am -2:00pm. Join us for lunch in the Cozy Café,
and while you're there, stock up on home baking, crafts, etc.,
or bid on our Silent Auction items.

—   Barbara Groundwater, groundwaterbar46@gmail.com —

______________

CHOIR COUNTRY BREAKFAST 
Saturday morning, October 22 at Trinity-St. Stephen’s

United Church, 1 Ratchford Street, Amherst.
Pancakes, sausages, eggs, muffins and maple syrup all

cheerfully made and served up by members of the Church
Choir and the Trinity Youth Singers. Adults $8, Children $5 

—  Jean Smith, cjsmith@eastlink.ca —

______________

UCW RUMMAGE SALE & YARD SALE
Saturday morning, 9 - 11:30, October 29 at Trinity-St.

Stephen’s United Church, 1 Ratchford Street, Amherst. Lots of
treasures to be found, come and take a look and help support
the UCW and Fundraisers groups at the church.  

—  Jean Smith, cjsmith@eastlink.ca —

______________
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CONDOLENCES TO FAMILY & FRIENDS... 
– of Jean Steeves of Riverview, NB, whose death

occurred September 21. Jean was a UCW member at St.
Paul’s United Church.

– of Gertrude Smith of Amherst, whose death occurred
October 1. Gertie was a member of Unit Three at Trinity-
St. Stephen’s United Church. 

–- of Doris Caulfield, who passed away October 2, a
UCW Life Member of the former St. Andrew’s-Wesley
UCW, Springhill, NS.  

– of Shirley Kinnear of Brookdale, NS, whose death
occurred October 2. Shirley was a member of the
Brookdale United Church and the Brookdale Sewing
Circle, an associated group of Chignecto UCW. 

– of Audrey Clark of Riverview,NB,  who passed away
October 11, a member of St. John’s UCW. 

– of Leona Brown of Amherst, whose death occurred
October 12, a member of Trinity-St. Stephen’s United
Church UCW, Unit Three.



Oliver Jones, distinguished
Canadian musician and interna-
tionally acclaimed jazz pianist,
will perform with his trio on
Saturday, November 12, 2016
at 7:30 pm. 

Part of this season’s music at
TRINITY concert series at Trinity-
St. Stephen’s United Church, the
performance will also feature
Éric Lagacé, double-bass and
Jim Doxas, drums. 

Tickets at $25 are available
through the church office or at
the door. The church is located
at 1 Ratchford Street, Amherst.
Telephone 902-667-8483.

This will indeed be a very special concert. It will be Oliver’s
very last performance in Atlantic Canada prior to his planned
retirement at the end of 2016. 

Other confirmed concerts:
Rachel MacLean, singer and pianist, will perform on Monday,

November 28, 2016 at 7:30 pm.  Accompanying Rachel will be
her very talented guitarist, James Logan. This performance will be
part of Rachel’s Christmas 2016 tour. The concert is guaranteed to
kindle the “Christmas spirit! “ 

Duo Fortin-Poirier, dynamic piano duettists, will perform on
Sunday afternoon, February 12, 2017 at 3:00 pm. This exciting
“One piano - 4 hands” concert is part of the 2016-2017 Debut
Atlantic series.

And finally, Symphony Nova Scotia will perform on Wednesday,
April 19, 2017 at 7:30 pm.  We are delighted that the symphony,
under the baton of Maestro Bernhard Gueller, will journey to
Amherst to present a concert. This will be an exceptional conclusion
to what promises to be an outstanding concert season.

So mark these dates/times on your calendars. Please share this
information with your friends and families.

SALISBURY UCW NOTES

Greetings and best wishes from Salisbury
UCW. What a gorgeous October we are having
with all the colour we could ask for. Just returned
from a motor trip to Ontario. Their colours are
great but so are ours. Salisbury has been ready to
receive a family from Syria for awhile now, but
they have finally arrived. They are a family of six
and I understand that two of the children started
school in Salisbury this week. What a great
Thanksgiving gift. 

It is time for our Annual Bazaar, taking place
November 2nd at the Church. The UCW will
host the used book table, as well as work on the
other tables. Bazaar starts at 7:00, but the famous
Angel Tea Room opens at 6:30 with delicious
cakes, cheesecakes and pies for dessert.

Our “Men in Black” will be having a concert
at the Church on Friday, November 18th. I
believe it is at 7:00. Love to see you there. Enjoy
this beautiful fall weather. — Janet Colpitts

gcolpitts@bellaliant.net

The West River UCW is still alive and kicking!
At the beginning of October we restarted out
monthly "Fun Nights" for the upcoming Fall,
Winter and early Spring. 

These Fun Night were born in the basement of
the West River United Church. Since the closing
and sale of the church building, the Village of
Alma has allowed us to use their Leisure Centre. 

The first Sunday of the month will find us
gathered at the Leisure Centre at 4:30 PM. We
welcome everyone and anyone who wants to
gather for a pot luck, followed by games and fel-
lowship. Amongst those who join us, can be
found folks from 2 years to 88 years, coming from
as far as Riverview, Hopewell Hill, Riverside-
Albert and St Martins.

Come join the fun! Our next Fun Night will be
Nov 6th, 2016, 4:30 PM, at the Leisure Centre,
Main St, Alma (beside the fire hall).

— Jacqueline Garland
garlandj@xplornet.ca
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SYRIAN FAMILY HAS ARRIVED

WEST RIVER UCW NOTES

FUN NIGHTS BEGINNING

CONCERT SERIES
AT AMHERST CHURCH

ANNOUNCED



As it has for the past number of years, the Nova
Scotia Fibre Arts Festival was held in downtown
Amherst the second week of October.  All things fibre
were displayed in town buildings and store windows
during a week long celebration just past. There was
something to see or do in Amherst every day during the
week—theatre productions, luncheons, quilt block
challenges, window displays, vendors, outstanding
exhibits and shows, workshops and artists who share
their love of their craft with those around them. 

And at Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church the sanc-
tuary and hall became staging for a very impressive

quilt show and tea room over two days, Friday and
Saturday, Oct. 14 and 15. Three other quilt shows were
going on in town, and those who took in all the show
events in one day say their heads were spinning when
they finished touring.  

One of the quilts in the exhibition had been loaned
for the display at our church by a granddaughter of the
original creator, and it came with its own creation story.
The well preserved quilt was a project of the women’s
group of the church who gathered in her grandmother’s

home to do the stitching, and
according to her grandfather, his wife
would stay at work long into the
night after the meeting broke up,
removing the stitches of some of the
not-so-talented sewers, redoing the
quilting they had just worked. 

A quilt of love by the Salisbury
United Church ladies was on display,
loaned by Kathi Zwicker. It was a gift
to her by the group when she left the
church there, where she had minis-
tered for a time.

People came from far away, with
one visitor from Australia, and
another just passing through town
and learned about the event on the
local radio station while driving in
her car.
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QUILT SHOWS IN AMHERST
WELL ATTENDED



For the display and tea room organizers, Elaine
Bourque and Beth Dickinson, and the many church
folk volunteers who came to help, it was a very busy
three days during the quilt show and display, through
the set up, welcoming hundreds of visitors and the dis-
mantling work, but when asked about the next year, it
was said “bring it on”. 

The lounge at the church housed a rug hooking dis-
play by the Remsheg Rug Hookers, and a walk through
the room for someone who has no experience in hook-
ing or any creative fibre work for that matter, it was a
gift to the eyes to look upon such elaborate fabric arti-
cles and watch a demonstration.  The message hooked
into one wall hanging was worthy of taking to heart:
“Forget not that the earth delights to feel your bare feet
and the winds long to play with your hair.” 

If you missed the show this year, there is always next
year. Come if you are able! — Jean Smith

OCTOBER 30 - A service
to mark the conclusion
of the covenanted
relationship between
the Rev. Wayne Smith,
the Harrisville-
Steeves Memorial
Pastoral Charge and
Chignecto Presbytery
at Harrisville United
Protestant Church,
Landry Street, Moncton
NB. TIME 10 AM
------------

NOVEMBER 6 - A 
special Cumberland
Pastoral Charge 
service at Trinity
United Church Hall,
River Hebert NS to
acknowledge that the
Joggins United Church
is no longer a 
gathering place for a
United Church 
congregation, to dedi-
cate the hall in River
Hebert as a place of
worship, and to cele-
brate the amalgamation
of the Joggins and
Trinity congregations.
TIME 6 PM. 
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QUILT EXHIBITION

TRINITY-ST. STEPHEN’S UCW  OCTOBER NOTES
If the Fall activities at your churches are anything like it is at Trinity-St.

Stephen’s United in Amherst, I’m sure you are asking as we have been doing,
“what’s on next?”. 

October began with Muffins Mugs and Music Morning on the opening day,
organized by the Congregational Care Committee of the UCW. This was the
first time adding in music and for those who attended the keyboard, guitar play-
ing and singing of Nancy Mooney, Mark Milner and Nigel Weaver was good for
the ears and the hearts. 

The three days of preparing and presenting the quilt show for the Nova Scotia
Fibre Arts Festival was a intense undertaking for the organizers and volunteers
last week. 

Maritime Conference Financial Committee met here Tuesday of this week,
and Unit Four of the UCW prepared a luncheon for these folk, and Unit One
women prepared and served at their second Fall Souper Sunday event on
October 16.  

The collecting and sorting of the Christmas Cheer food stuff has just begun,
with units rotating the weekly tasks involved. 

Coming up is the Choir’s Country Breakfast on Saturday, Oct. 22, 9 to noon,
and the Rummage and Yard Sale on the 29th in the morning. 

Communion time has been a part of our Sunday worship for  the past three
Sundays, starting on World Wide Communion Sunday and concluding for our
Anniversary Service on the 23rd. Special guest speaker for this Sunday will be the
Rev. Catherine Smith of Sackville, NB, and the congregation will be celebrating
the 109th year of the church building. All are welcome to join with us in this cel-
ebration; there will be cake!

In November we look forward to more exciting events — the Congregational
Turkey Dinner Nov. 5 and Bethlehem Market Nov. 19. Two musical events are
planned — Oliver Jones Trio Concert, Nov. 12 and Rachel MacLean Christmas
Concert, Nov. 28.  And know, it would make our hearts happy to see our fellow
United Church people from across Chignecto at any of our special events.   

— Jean Smith, cjsmith@eastlink.ca



It is October and everything is a
blaze of glorious colour.  How does this
happen?  Yes, there is a scientific defini-
tion of how it all comes together but
there is something else. It remains a
mystery to me—is it the same for you?

Soon it will be November and usual-
ly there are more cloudy days and less
sunshine.  Most of the leaves have fall-
en and when you walk through them
there is a crunching sound.  I find it
rather soothing walking in the woods
with a crisp apple in hand and the
crunch sound under foot. Nature is
preparing for the winter sleep. Most
trees are dormant now and some ani-
mals are getting ready to hibernate.  Are
there sometimes when you wish you
could hibernate?  Oh, not for three or
four months, but for a short time.
Meditation is a form of hibernation
when mind and body become one.
How does this happen it is a mystery to
me—is it a mystery to you?  

Advent takes place beginning the
last Sunday of November for four
weeks.  It is a time of waiting.  What are
we waiting for? We are told of the birth
of a baby thousands of years ago.  This
was a very special baby born in a stable
because there was no room in an inn
for his mom and dad to rest.  What did
all this mean? Was it fact or fiction or
fantasy or maybe even magic. It is a
mystery to me—is it to you?  

By the time January comes along it
is colder and snow is more than likely
under foot.  There is a different sound
of crunch when you walk on the snow.
How come the temperature is so cold
and how does water droplets turn into
snow, again there is a scientific explana-
tion but there has to be more.  What is
the more?  Is it a mysterious power
within the universe, which we could say
is god but it causes me to wonder.  It is
a mystery to me—is it a mystery to
you? 

February sometimes brings on the
February blahs due to lack of sunlight?
What causes this in some people and

not others?  We all react to things in a
different way which is a mystery to me
—is it a mystery to you.  

March brings along its winds and
there is a slight feeling of warmth in the
air indicating that spring is not to far
away.  Quite often Lent begins during
the month and will last for forty days
until Good Friday.  Lent, for some peo-
ple is a time of fasting or giving up
something that they really enjoy until
the Easter comes.  What is Easter all
about! 

The baby that was mentioned earli-
er on is now in his thirties and is about
to be killed for standing up for what he
believed.  He was a special man who
believed in social justice, respected
women, he was a teacher and had many
followers.  Many people feel he was the
son of god.  Is this true? I can't answer
that because it is a mystery to me—is it
a mystery to you? 

In April there are signs of spring,
birds are returning from wintering in
the south, snow is mostly gone, and
hibernating animals have given a big
stretch and are waking up.  How do
these creatures know that spring has
sprung.  It is a mystery to me—is it to
you? 

May is really a time of rebirth.
There are buds on the trees, tulips and
daffodils will soon be in bloom.  There
is more sun shine.  Again, how does
this happen.  

Generally the season of Pentecost
happens in May.  We are told that this
is when the Holy Spirit descended on
the disciples following the ascension of
Jesus to heaven. Now, this is heavy
stuff.  Jesus ascending to heaven!  What
is heaven, where is heaven.  Is there
really a place called heaven?  The Holy
Spirit, what is this Holy Spirit.  Is it the
power within us that can sometimes
pop up when we least expect it and you
think where did that come from.   All
of is this is a mystery to me.  Is it a mys-
tery to you? 

Ah! June, fruit trees are in full
bloom, in fact some have lost their
blossoms and now are in the process
growing their various produce.
Gardens are being planted and there is
lots of landscaping being done.  The
soil begins its gestation period for the
birth of its wares.  A wonderful process
indeed!  It is mysterious to me—is it to
you?  

In July summer is really here, the
days are a lot warmer, in fact some days
we complain that it is too hot.  The
grass needs to be cut more often and we
hope that rain will keep foliage hydrat-
ed.  Sometimes there is not enough rain
and there is drought.  Why is it that
sometimes there is enough sunshine
and rain and other times there is not.  It
is a mystery to me.  Is it to you?

August begins to give a hint that fall
is not to far off.  The days are getting
shorter.  The vegetable gardens that we
planted back in June have produced
most of their bounty and it won't be
long before the root vegetables can be
harvested.  How does this happen when
a small seed is placed in the earth and
later it becomes a consumable veg-
etable.  It is a mystery to me—is it to
you.  

September brings warm days and
cooler nights. The night skies are beau-
tiful sometimes we may get to see a
glimpse of the northern lights.  Where
does this beauty come from?  Is it a
great power within the universe along
with some scientific explanation
behind it.  It is a mystery to me.  Is it to
you? 

We are back to October now and
root vegetables are being harvested. We
celebrated Thanksgiving and we have
so much to be thankful for.  Life is full
of mysteries, some of them can be
solved and others can't. Sometime pon-
der your life mysteries and beliefs.

Cherish them because what you
believe in be it mystery or reality is your
source of life.
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LIFE IS FULL OF MYSTERIES FOR ME! 
IS IT THE SAME FOR YOU!

A DEVOTIONAL GIVEN BY ANN BATEMAN AT 
THE REV. J. A. BERRIDGE UNIT OF CENTRAL UNITED CHURCH
OCTOBER 12, 2016. HER GROUP FELT IT SHOULD BE SHARED! 



Send items for this e-Zine prior to the 15th of each month to:  cjsmith@eastlink.ca

I was at the executive meeting of Maritime
Conference UCW on 4 October.  Some things may be
of interest to you.  The nominating committee is on a
search for a person for Vice-President, and they also
report (and the executive concurred) that our Jean
Smith be a member-at-large of the executive with the
task of reviving the MCUCW web-page.

The Cook Book Project is progressing slowly, and
the cut-off date is now December 31st.    The purpose
is to raise awareness around the issue of child poverty.
So, each church and/or UCW unit is invited to create
an  event that must include four components:  To raise
awareness of poverty in our area; to fellowship with
others in our church and community; to help in the

choice of 4 recipes that will be sent in for a cookbook.  
To submit your 4 chosen recipes you need a written

description of your event, your 4 chosen recipes (neat-
ly printed on recipe cards including the name and
church of submitter), a picture of each of the chosen
dishes, and any personal poverty experiences anyone
decided to share.

The 55th Anniversary of UCW is next year.  The
National Conference will be in July in Vancouver.
Anniversary Pins in the form of the “Celebrating
Spirit” theme logo are available for $6.00.  Ask Anna
Peters for information on these.

— Judith Colwell
judith.colwell@bellaliant.net 

Several friends gathered at the Marshlands Inn to bid
farewell to our very dear friend Jean. Over 30 years ago
Jean and her husband Rod moved from Ontario to our
area.  Jean was very active in the Brookdale United
Church, UCW, Chignecto Presbytery and several spe-
cial projects. She has a passion for helping others and is

well know for her efforts to make Christmas very spe-
cial for children as well as the Amherst Hospital
Foundation.  Danny Compton expressed thanks to
Jean on behalf of the group. 

— Pam Harrison   
pam.v.harrison@gmail.com
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FAREWELL TO JEAN MILLER

NEWS FROM MCUCW
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