
One afternoon in August my husband, Edgar, told me
that there was a strange bird in the field behind our house.
Looking at it from a distance it looked like a turkey.  We
called our next door neighbour to see if they had turkeys
this year and the answer was no.  Later on the neighbour
called back to say that it was not a turkey because it had a
certain kind of bill and that it was some type of duck.

It was still there the next day and while our son was tak-
ing pictures of it, one of Edgar’s brothers happened to come
along and said “that’s my duck”.   Then the story unfolded.

The day before a neighbour from down the road had
called him and said that there was a strange bird on their
front lawn. She didn’t really want it so with the help of
another neighbour they netted him and it was put in
Edgar’s brother’s barn.  The barn was checked the following
morning and the duck seemed fine.  However, on checking
again after church the bird was gone!

Now back to where we were at the beginning of the
story.  

Edgar and his three brothers and two
cousins had now gathered in the field and they
began to usher the bird back toward the barn.
When they came to the yellow line in the mid-
dle of the road the duck hopped over it rather
than taking a chance of stepping on it!   When
they got to the barn he was given food and
water and did it ever taste good!  Later on he
was introduced to the turkeys and his thoughts
were I will eat their food, but if you think I am
going to be their BFF it’s not going to happen. 

When he first arrived his feet were dry and feathers
looked rather unhealthy.  Now he has good duck feet and
his plumage is filling out well. (Before/After Pictures below)

We are still not sure where he came from but if he could
talk I am sure he would have quite a story of abuse to tell.

The moral of this story is a duck is a person with a feath-
er coat.  It has feelings and needs just as and you and I have.  

Life is good for Otis now he has food and water, people
who care for him and he has free run of the barnyard and is
known as a Muscovy Duck which are mute.  That is why he
can’t tell his own story! — Ann Bateman
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The Otis in this story may not be ‘sitting on the dock of

the bay, wasting time...and resting his bones’, but he

seems to be very happy in his new surroundings after being

rescued from the elements by the Batemans and their

friends. The Muscovy, it seems, is a duck native to Mexico,

Central and Southern America. They are unlike other ducks

as they do not quack (females chirp, males hiss, and with

limited sound they communicate with each other by tail

wagging and head bobbing.) Likely, Otis is a domesticated

breed of Muscovy, and from where it was he came, Ann and

Edgar Bateman (Central United) may never learn, but we

thank them for sending Spread The News this delightful

story of their unusual summer guest.  — Jean Smith 

Adoption working well
for Otis, the Muscovy
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A LETTER FROM CAMP

Dear Jean and UCW Friends,

The board and camp friends had an
awesome day on October 3rd closing up
Camp Ta-Wa-Si.    The sun shone for us all
day and our camp is now in sleepy mode
until the sun warms up in April and once
again our beautiful Church Camp comes
to life and celebrates 75 years of fun times
on the Norththumberland Strait.  

Our thanks to all who came out to help
with this seasonal chore especially the won-
derful gentlemen from Port Elgin who are
always there to lend a hand.  Many hands
helped this day go so much faster and
lunch cooked by Lynne and Angela was
enjoyed and appreciated by all.  

A note to Judy Jonah that the water was
delightful the waves just right for an enjoy-
able swim and romp in the waves after
chores were completed, thought of you and
wished you were there with me.    

— Lois Budd, 
Your UCW Camp Ta Wa Si Rep

CHIGNECTO UCW 
TREASURER’S NOTE

Just an update to let all UCW groups
know that  the allocation increases in 2015
to $5.00 per member from the former
$4.50 as a decision of the Annual meeting
in 2014. We have been informed that
Maritime Conference UCW will require
$3.00 per member in 2015 and I am
responsible for submitting that amount
from the allocations received from
Chignecto Presbyterial UCWs. Please note
the increase as you budget for 2015.

All allocations are due by June 30, 2015
and cheques made out to Chignecto
Presbyterial UCW, sent to me as treasurer.
Your attention to this matter in the new
year is appreciated.

Ruth Anne Waddy, treasurer
506-372-9255
ruthannewaddy@gmail.com

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE 
Plan now and mark your calendar for the 40th Annual

Candlelight and Communion Service at Mount Royal United
Church Moncton, 106 Mount Royal Blvd., Moncton on
Wednesday, December 3. Carol sing begins at 7 pm. 

Special Guest Speaker is the Rev. Janice MacLean, Christian
Nurture & Enrichment Minister from Maritime Conference. Her
theme message is  “The Visit” and she will lead in Advent
Worship as we celebrate our 40th, going forward with "Faith for
Tomorrow".

All are welcome to attend, please bring a non-perishable food
item as your offering and plan to stay for a time of fellowship after
the service. — Ellen Close

FORGIVEN/FORGOTTEN
A PLAY ABOUT RESTORATIVE JUSTICE — A Stranger in

need, a community in turmoil, an offender in their midst.
Showing at the Community Peace Centre Forum, 22 Church

Street, Moncton, NB, 7:00 PM Monday, October 27. 
Admission: By Donation.   
Presented by: Theatre of the Beat & Mennonite Central

Committee in partnership with Visions United Church, Central
United Church and  St. George's Anglican Church. 

— Ann Bateman

NOTICES FROM ST. JOHN’S UCW
Oct. 25 – Fall Rummage Sale 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. St. John’s

United Church, corner of Alma and Victoria Streets in Moncton
– Treasures for everyone!

Nov. 8 – Fall Bazaar & Luncheon at St. John’s United Church,
(corner Alma & Victoria Sts., Moncton) 10:00 – 2:00 (luncheon
served from 11:00 to 1:00) Menu:  Chicken Soup, Chili or Corn
Chowder with  roll and homemade pies.  Cost:  $8.00 

Bazaar Tables:  Crafts, Baking, Jewellery, Books,  Beans &
Brown Bread; White Elephant; Pickles & Jams

Come and join in the fun. . . do some Christmas Shopping!

Nov. 15th – Roast Beef Dinner with all the trimmings  pre-
pared and served by the men of the Church. St. John’s United
Church (corner of Alma & Victoria Sts., Moncton) Cost:  $15.00
Tickets available from the Church  Office at  858-8289.  

— Brenda McFarlane

RUMMAGE SALE IN AMHERST
If you’all happen to be in the Amherst area on Saturday,

October 25, please drop by Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church,
1 Ratchford Street, and browse around and shop our tables of
new-to-you items set out for our Fall Rummage Sale, 9 to 11:30
a.m.  It’s more than just used clothing! The UC-women there
would enjoy your visiting. — Jean Smith 

Send items for this e-Zine prior to the 15th of each month to:  cjsmith@eastlink.ca
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CHURCH IN ACTION
INFORMATION 

——
From Lois Weatherby

——

JUSTICE FOR MISSING AND 
MURDERED ABORIGINAL 

WOMEN AND GIRLS

The Native Women’s Association of Canada
(NWAC) are supporting  a call  for a national round-
table on this issue, after the federal government
opposed a public inquiry.  Michele Audette, NWAC
president  added that it is imperative that the federal
government be a part of any effort to address the
issue.

NWAC has documented over 580 occurrences of
missing or murdered Aboriginal women and girls
during the Sisters of the Spirit Campaign of 2005 –
2010.  Yet there are countless other cases which have
not been documented.  In May 2014, the RCMP
confirmed that there were 1,181 reported cases of
murdered and missing aboriginal women in the last
30 years.

According to Canadian government statistics,
Aboriginal women and girls are three times more
likely to experience violence than any other popula-
tion in Canada,  and five to seven times more likely
to die from that violence.

WHAT WE CAN DO:
Write call, e-mail, and/or meet your local Member

of Parliament asking them to call on Stephen Harper
to support a national inquiry. Explain that while the
premiers’ support of a roundtable is a step in the right
direction,  a National inquiry is still necessary to dis-
cover  the root causes of violence against Aboriginal
women in Canada. Find your MP’s e-mail address
and contact information on The House of Commons
website.  Cc your letter to Prime Minister Stephen
Harper and Federal Minister of Aboriginal Affairs
Bernard Valcour for their information. Mailing
address for both men is:  House of Commons
Ottawa, ON   K1A 0A6  No stamp needed for letters
to this address.

PRAY for families and communities affected.
SPREAD THE WORD  Tell people why this issue

is so important
LEARN MORE about the Issue.
For those in the Moncton area there will be a

meeting at the Moncton Library, as part of their
Lunch and Learn series on  Wednesday, October 26,
at 1:00 p.m. entitled Indiginous Women.

GIVE A GIFT WITH VISION

In an email message, Lois Weatherby, UCW Church in
Action Rep to Chignecto Presbytery, wrote: “although it
isn’t CIA, I wondered if we might mention the Gifts with
Vision catalogue that is just out, there are some wonder-
ful projects in it.” 

So, if you have not heard about Gifts with Vision, it
provides ways for you to honour people in your life with
special gifts that help to mend the world.  And if you
would like a copy of the 2014-2015 Gifts with Vision cat-
alogue, I have several copies and would be happy to send
you one, just email me with your request to cjsmith@east-
link.ca  You can also view the catalogue online at
giftswithvision.ca (Happy Christmas shopping!)

— Jean Smith

CHURCH BAZAAR IN SALISBURY

Happy Thanksgiving from Salisbury.  I just want to
pass on that the Annual Church Bazaar will be held
Wednesday, November 5th with the Angel Tea Room
starting at 6:30 in the Upper Room with a great variety of
cakes, pies and cheese cakes, with beverages. 

Also at 7:00 the main bazaar opens with crafts, bake
table with home made fudge, white elephant table and
also our slightly used book table. Hope to see you there.
Happy Halloween. — Janet Colpitts

DESSERT TEA & CRAFT WORK EXHIBIT 
The UCW of Central United Church is hosting a

Dessert Tea on  Saturday, November 1, 2014 from 1:30-
3:30 pm. in The Community Peace Centre (CPC) Forum
22 Church St. Moncton. Entrance can be gained  though
22 Church, the CPC door off of the parking lot behind
the  Capitol Theatre or The CPC Entrance between 150
and 154 Queen Street  these two doors are handicapped
accessible.  Then follow the arrows inside. 

There will be an exhibition of craft work of the ladies
including quilts (some of these being heirlooms), needle-
work,  knitting, sewing and various hobbies. The cost is
$10.00, payable at  the door. This will include along with
your dessert a "surprise" item  to take home.  Plan to
attend and bring a friend.    — Ann Bateman

BREAKFAST AT TRINITY!
Choir Country Breakfast...at Trinity-St. Stephen’s United

Church, corner of Havelock and Ratchford, Amherst, NS,
Saturday morning, Nov. 1, 8 to 10:30, hosted by the Church
Choir. Cost $8 Adult, $4 Child.  If you’re in Amherst first
day in November, come on in for a good morning meal and
set a spell with us.  — Jean Smith

Send items for this e-Zine prior to the 15th of each month to:  cjsmith@eastlink.ca
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WORD OF PASSING
“Polly was a much loved member of

Ester unit at Mountain View. We shall
miss her loving friendship and wise coun-
cil.” — Joan McLeod, Moncton 

“Polly was a very dear friend to us and
to me especially.  She was my mentor and
close friend – I learned so much from her.
In September I went to Reno to visit our daughter and called
Polly before I left.  We  had a nice conversation, but I had the
feeling this might be our last one, since she said that she
might not be there when I returned.  I called her shortly after
I returned and her answering machine came on – I had a feel-
ing she was in the hospital and then I got the call from
Lynne.  My thoughts and prayers will be with the family and
all her many friends as Polly’s life is celebrated.  She has now
gone to her  reward.” — Justina Penner, Calgary  

A Past President of the Chignecto Presbyterial UCW
(1971-1973), Pauline “Polly” Ervin passed away on October
3, 2014, at the age of 94. She is survived by two daughters, a
son, seven grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and a
brother.  

Polly was active in many groups and committees. Through
the United Church of Canada she was a member of
Mountain View United Church and the Esther Unit of the
UCW, President and Chair of Chignecto Presbytery, first lay
woman President of Maritime Conference, President of the
Women’s Missionary Society, a representative of Maritime
Conference for four years on the executive of General
Council, and a five-time commissioner to General Council.
She was a volunteer at Moncton Hospital, President of
Moncton Meals on Wheels, and member of the Primus
Toastmistress Club.  

A memorial service to celebrate her life was held at
Mountain View United Church in Moncton on Thursday,
October 9, 6:30 p.m. with Rev. Mary MacPherson officiat-
ing. Ever giving of herself, Polly has donated her body to
Dalhousie University Medical Centre for research.

CONDOLENCES
Thoughts of sympathy go out to Erie Ogden of

Lorneville, N.S., on the passing of her Mother-In-Law
Florence Ogden of Berwick, formerly of Wolfville, at the
age of 95. Erie has been our UCW Representative at
Berwick Camp this summer.

Sympathy is extended also to Mountain View UCW
member Barb MacGill on the passing of her husband
Mitchell, on October 10, and to St. Paul’s UCW member
Sheila Jack on the passing of her husband Robert “Larry”
Jack on September 9.  

FROM 
ONE 
PUMPKIN 

...TO 
ANOTHER
PUMPKIN!

A woman was asked by a coworker, 'What  is it
like to be a Christian?'

The  coworker replied, 'It is like being a pump-
kin. God  picks you from the patch, brings you in,
and  washes all the dirt off of you. Then He cuts
off the top and scoops out all the yucky stuff. He
removes the seeds of doubt, hate, and greed. Then
He carves you a new smiling face and puts  His
light inside of you to shine for all the world to
see.'

This  was passed on to me by another pumpkin.
Now, share with the other pumpkins in your

patch.
— Submitted by Lois Budd 

ANOTHER WONDERFUL RETREAT
Many UCW thank-yous are sent the way of

Louise Fyffe, who planned and prepared the pro-
gramming and delivered a wonderful retreat at
Camp Ta Wa Si on Saturday, Sept. 20. It was a joy-
ful time for all 46 women who attended...we relaxed,
we reflected and shared our stories. Also thanks to
Lois Budd and Jean Marshall, who helped pull it all
together and to our entertainers from St. Paul’s—
great story tellers they were, who brought us much
laughter; and in five-minutes flat we were taught and
we learned, and then presented Amazing Grace with
voices and tone-bells. We amazed ourselves.

We can’t bring it back and do it all over again for
those who  missed it, but there is always next year. 

And through the grape-vine, I am hearing retreat
may be a bit different next year. It will be the camp’s
75th anniversary year. Some thought it a good idea
to extend retreat to three days, a weekend in the
middle of August. So, if this pans out, there will be
a lot of planning to put it in place, and I encourage
you to get involved. We have a lot of very talented
women in our presbyterial, who know a lot of tal-
ented women, and we all have a lot to offer. Let’s get
working on it! — Jean Smith
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SPECIAL SERVICES

Dedication Service for the new Sackville United
Church, 110 Main Street, Sackville, NB, will be held on
Sunday, October 26, at 4:00 pm.  The new church is the
red brick building located at the corner of York and
Main streets.  The main entrance is from the parking lot.
Refreshments will follow the service.  Everyone is wel-
come.

Covenanting Service for Brian Curtis, the Rexton
Pastoral Charge, and Chignecto Presbytery will be held
on Sunday, Nov 2, at 3:00pm at St. Andrew's United
Church, 21 Water Street, Rexton, NB. All are welcome.

A service to mark the conclusion of the covenant-
ed relationship between the Reverend Christine
MacLeod, the Visions United Pastoral Charge and
Chignecto Presbytery will be held on November 2, 2014
at 10:00am at the Empire Theatre, 127 Trinity Drive,
Moncton, NB.  A pot-luck lunch will be held following
the service at the Visions Campus and Community
Centre 1270 Gorge Road, Stilesville.  All are welcome.

St. James United, Petitcodiac,
U.C.W. had our annual 'Bring and
Buy' sale at our October meeting.

We had a good variety of items
from baked goods and preserves,
giftware, cook books and garden

vegetables!  Jane Holly volunteered
as auctioneer, as seen in the picture
taking bids on some lovely squash.

A LITTLE ITEM FROM “PETTY”

CONCERT PIANIST PETER ALLEN
COMING TO AMHERST

Known nationally as a concert pianist, composer,
conductor and teacher, Peter Allen is often heard on
CBC regional and national radio and is well-known
to audiences in the Maritimes and throughout
Canada for his captivating interpretations.

He will be playing in Amherst at Trinity-St.
Stephen’s United Church, in the first concert in the
season of the Music at Trinity series. He will play a
dedication recital on the church’s new Yamaha Grand
piano, given in memory of the late Margaret J.
MacMaster by family and friends, Sunday, October
26, at 4 p.m. Tickets are $20/$15 if you are Senior,
and can be picked up at the door, or in advance from
the church office.

The church is located on the corner of Havelock
and Ratchford Street, downtown Amherst. 

ROAST BEEF SUPPER - Visions United is
holding a Roast Beef Supper on October 18,  with
5:00 and 6:30 pm sittings at Visions Stilesville
Campus & Community Centre, 1270 Gorge Rd.,
Stilesville. Enjoy potato, gravy, peas, carrots, turnip,
rolls, dessert, tea and coffee. Cost is $12/00 per adult;
$6.00 per children under age 12. To order tickets, call
the church office at 384-0843. 

KITCHEN PARTY - On Sunday, October 26, 2 -
4 PM,  Steeves  Memorial United Church, 280
Salisbury Road, Moncton will be hosting a Kitchen
Party, featuring The Mud River Band and local tal-
ent.   $5.00 at the door.  

YARD SALE - There will be a yard sale taking
place at Mountain View United Church, 85
MacBeath Avenue, in Moncton on Saturday, Oct.
25, 8 a.m. - 12 noon. 

TURKEY SUPPER
at Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church
Corner of  Ratchford & Havelock St.,

Amherst, NS
November 8, 4 - 6 PM

Phone 902-667-8483 for ticket information. 
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