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Spreadthe News

Reatreat Day at Camp

On September 15 women of Chignecto UCWs and their friends gathered at Camp Ta-Wa-Si
for the annual retreat day. See more photos and a report on the day inside this issue. 
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The congregation at Trinity-St. Stephen’s, Amherst, NS, welcomed their new minister the Rev.
Natasha Pearen in July. She moved to Amherst in early July with her family from Minnedosa,
Manitoba, where she had been ministering to the congregation of the Minnedosa United Church
there for eight years.

Rev. Natasha was born and raised in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  She decided to pursue ministry at a young
age and moved to Dartmouth to study at the Atlantic School of Theology in 2003.  She was ordained in
2007 and settled in Alberta (Tofield and Holden United Churches).  She moved to Minnedosa, MB in
2010.   In 2005, she married Eric McLaughlin.  They have two children, Marie-Katherine, (May 2009)
and Isabelle, (July 2012).  The family really enjoys living in smaller communities and the relationships
people develop.  Everyone in the family is looking forward to living close to the ocean, eating lots of
seafood and being closer to Eric's family in New Brunswick.  Some of Natasha's hobbies are crocheting, crafting, photography,
reading and camping.  Rev. Natasha is a trained mediator and is passionate about social justice including reconciliation work. 

She will be covenant with the congregation and Chignecto Presbytery this coming Sunday afternoon, September 30 at 3
p.m. The Rev. Catherine Gaw will be conducting the service, the Rev. Peggy Reid, minister at Hillsborough United Church,
NB, will be a guest speaker, and members of the search committee will be presenting the symbols of Rev. Natasha’s minis-
tering with the congregation.  All are welcome to attend this service. 

Congregation at Trinity-St. Stephen’s
welcomes new minister

MARK YOUR CALENDARS, and have your UCW
group represented at the Fall Meeting of

Chignecto UCW, when plans will be discussed
for the Annual Meeting 2019 to be held at St.

Paul’s United in Riverview, NB,  as well as
other important items of business for Chignecto
UCWs. Your input into the life and work of our

United Chuch Women is needed!

United Church Women of Chignecto Presbyterial offer
sincere condolences to the family and friends of... 

- ELSBETH WALLACE STILES, age 93, of the Jordan Lifecare Centre,
formerly of Petitcodiac NB. She passed away Thursday, September
13, 2018. She was a 50 year member of St. James United Church
and a member of the UCW.

- KATHERINE ANNE AUSTEN, who passed away on Tuesday, August
28, 2018 in Riverview, NB, a member of UCW at St. Paul’s United.  

- MARIE ENID LEBLANC, who passed away on Sunday, August 26,
2018 in Riverview, NB, She was a member of UCW at St. Paul’s
United. 
- RUBY GLADYS MACPHERSON, of Riverview, NB, whose death
occurred  Wednesday, September 19, 2018, a member of St. Paul’s
United UCW.

- RUTH J. TOUCHIE, of Amherst, NS, whose death occurred
September 2, 2018, an associate UCW member of Unit 1 Trinity-
St. Stephen’s . Her husband, the Rev. John W. Touchie’s death
occurred in July, a short time before her passing. 

Meeting notice
ChignectO

UCW
FALL BUSINESS

Meeting

FRIDAY, OCT. 26, 2018
9:30 AM - 12:30 PM

at
Trinity-St. Stephen’s United

Church 
1 Ratchford Street

Amherst, NS
Representation at this meeting 

from all Chignecto UCW 
units is important. 



Finding courage, heart
and wisdom for the road
ahead at retreat
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Submitted to 'Spread The News'
by LOIS BUDD
FOR THE RETREAT ORGANIZING TEAM

Saturday September 15th at Camp-Ta-Wa-Si, 30
ladies from our Chignecto Presbyterial UCW gathered
under sunny skies to walk our yellow brick road only
to discover and reveal to us by the end of the day that
we already have all the Wisdom, Courage and Heart
needed for the journey our church is embarking on in
January.

Reverend Jennifer Brown was our Dorothy as she
walked with us and guided us on our journey.   

In the months ahead coming up to our regional sep-
aration we are thinking of dear friends and friendships
we have made over the past 30-plus years and are
apprehensive as to where our new journey will take us.
I like to think by the end of our journey on Saturday
we began to realize that we can go down this road,
enjoy the new view together and apart but come
together again as we wish to in the form of our annual
retreat and perhaps even a rally once in a while.  We
can stay connected by email and our News Letter as we
slowly continue down a new road to new friends and
new ideas for sharing.

We are not alone on this spiritual and physical jour-
ney, our God is with us as are friends old and new.  We
are together in a new way and as strong women of our
church has done in the past and will do so in the future
we too can be strong and walk this road together in our
hearts and in our caring for each other.

My thanks to Rev. Jenn for opening up in our eyes
and our minds to the possibilities of the years ahead
and the courage to embrace these changes with a brave
heart. 

Our closing communion was one of reflection and
peace as we sat in a circle, held hands together and
then passed the water, making a cross and blessing the
lovely lady sitting beside us.

— Continued Page 4

Above, Retreat Facilitator Rev. Jennifer Brown with
Lois Budd. Below, women arriving at retreat walk
the “Yellow Brick Road” into the meeting house. 



Camp Ta-Wa-Si Retreat — Continued from Page 3
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Singing our theme song for the last time, “One more Step along
the Road I Go”, we left our beautiful camp with the sun still shin-
ning, the waves lapping on the shores and the knowledge in our
hearts that whatever unfolds in the years ahead, our Yellow Brick
Road will still encompass friends, laughter and a bonding we share
in our circle of UCW women.  

Footnote:  Jennifer has offered her complete program to be put
in our Retreat binder and any group that would like to read it can
borrow and do so, just let Jean know.  I will bring our binder to our
executive meeting in October and the notes can be shared from
there. Not quite the same as being there because as Jenn says some-
times she takes the train out of the station and needs to be turned
around and brought back to her theme. We did that to her with our
questions and our responses to her questions and the laughter filled
the dining hall at camp as the train pulled back into the station and
we got back on track. Grape juice left at home must have been a sign
from God as Jenn’s plan B communion closing was uplifting and
perfect for our days journey.   

My thanks to my local Salisbury UCW for helping with all the
carrying, set up, take down, dishes, coffee, tea and so much more as
I was unable to help much this time. As usual lots of tasty muffins

appeared for our morning registration time including our president’s yummy Oat Cakes. I am thinking
Anna could make these in her sleep by now but we look forward to them every time we get together.

Our thanks also to Jean Smith who worked behind the scenes on our program, as we came up with ideas
Jean added her vast knowledge of colour and details to make our name tags, bulletin and poster for our
retreat. We all missed having her with us in body this year but her skill and love surrounded us in all we
touched that day. Prayers for healing Jean.  

My thanks also on behalf of all our UCW’s to Jenn for spending the day with us and showing us the way
home was always just a couple of clicks of our red shoes away. — Lois Budd 

Chignecto UCW chair Anna Peters 
thanks Joyce Parsons for bringing her 
gift of music to retreat, leading the 
women in their singing. We love to sing!

Replicas of Characters from Oz made an appearance at Retreat, as the retreat
goers looked at Wisdom, Courage and Heart. Impressive Tin Man, Lois Budd! 



Ta-Wa-Si closing doors for the season
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What’s Happening...Events coming up in Chignecto churches

Submitted to 'Spread The News'
by LOIS BUDD
UCW REP, CAMP TA -WA-SI BOARD

Camp Ta-Wa-Si will close its doors and put away all the
summer dishes on September 22nd.   A successful camping
season was enjoyed by children of all ages, staff and board
members. Our UCW ladies with sunny skies enjoyed our
Annual Retreat at camp on September 15th and now it is
time to close our doors and prepare for winter.

A planning session is being scheduled for November
10th and I am sure Board members minds are thinking
ahead to all the possibilities of next summer when we again
open our doors to sunshine, beach time and friendships
renewed as children once again arrive filling our camp
grounds with laughter.

On behalf of your Camp Ta-Wa-Si board I thank all our
local UCW's for their continued support of our beautiful
camp grounds and buildings and of course my favorite the
sponsoring of a child to enjoy a week of camp. 

Blessings to you all as we head into fall and the busyness
starts once again.  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Visions United, 1270 Gorge Road, Stilesville, NB, 8 to 11:30 AM, September 29. Pancakes, bacon,
eggs, pan fries, toast, juice, tea, coffee. For more information contact the church office at 506 384 0843
or by email at office@visionsunited.ca. No advanced ticket sales. First come, first served.

RUMMAGE SALE
St. John’s United Church, 75 Alma St., Moncton (basement entrance). October 20, 8:30 AM. – 1:00 PM.
Clothing, Books, Toys, Linens, Electronics, Household and many more items for sale. 
Something for everyone. You don’t want to miss it!

FALL FAIR
Trinity United Church, 85 Old Coach Road, Riverview, Saturday, September 29,10:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Please join us for children's games, bouncy castle, petting farm, silent auction, barbecue and more. 

APPLE PIE U-BAKE SALE
Mountain View United Church, , 85 MacBeath Ave., Moncton, NB., September 29th and October 13th.
$7.00 each (Pies available with Splenda upon request) To order call: Nan Leger 384-1198, or the church
office 857-4817. Pick up between 10:30 AM – 1:00 PM. Pick up between 10:30 AM – 1:00 PM.

HAM, BEAN & SCALLOPED POTATOES SUPPER
Trinity United Church, 379 Main Street, Shediac NB., Saturday, September 29, 4:30 to 6:30 PM. Tickets:
Adults $15. Children under 12 $10. Also includes tea, coffee and dessert. Take out available. 



Pictures from Berwick Camp 147
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After 10 years of being a Berwick
Camper, I missed going  this summer. I
missed visiting at the UCW Cookie
Cottage, sitting out on the stoop at Dorm
A, the hemlocks, walking the road ways
pass the little cottages, visiting with
friends, the uplifting music, checking out
the day’s menu and eating in the dining
hall and visiting the bookroom, the night
sing-songs and games night. It was disap-
pointing, too, that I was not there to hear
the inspiring messages at the nightly serv-
ices delivered by the Right Reverend
Gary Paterson, a past moderator of the
United Church of Canada, who I looked
forward to hearing knowing how engag-
ing a speaker he is. 

However, I was not left out of Berwick
Camp 147. Many thanks to Doris Brown
for sharing her photos, to Shelley
Hallman who sent daily messages and
pictures of Berwick friends with their
love and good wishes, and who dropped
by to leave the saved issues of the
Hemlock Happenings. Thank you also to
Mary Lynn Cameron for the continued
attention from Berwick Camp, and for
the gift of David Giuliano’s latest book,
“It’s Good to be Here”, stories we tell
about cancer. It was a pleasant surprise
coming to my mailbox. 

I am learning, as the book’s author
has, I am not alone, I live in God’s world,
and our loving, yet mysterious Creator
has not forgotten me as I move through
this journey in the shadow of the valley of
cancer treatment with so many caring
and concerned friends.  Thanks be to
God.

— Jean Smith, Spread the News Manager   

IN THE PICTURES
Welcome UCW — Roselyne Ross and Susan

Copeland of Salisbury, NB, in front of the UCW
banner displayed near the camp entrance 

to welcome visitors to UCW day.
UCW  Guest Speaker — Artist Holly Carr 

entertained and educated while she demonstrated
her painting technique, painting a beautiful 

body-sized silk canvas while she spoke.  
Also in the photo is Ruth Rudderham.

Newbie Meet and Greet — Babies who were
born since the end of camp last summer, gathered
for an afternoon to share stories, eat cake, and to
have their babies blessed.  It was reported as “a

resounding success with 10 newly minted
Berwickers arriving for the festivities.” 



Strawberry Tea at Salibury United

Covenanting service coming up for Chignecto churches
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Submitted to 'Spread The News'
by JANET COLPITTS and DORIS BROWN
For Salisbury UCW

Greetings from
Salisbury United. I hope
all are well as we slowly
start to journey into
autumn. Just as a heads-
up we would like to
remind you that the
Salisbury United Church
will be having their
Annual Bazaar
Wednesday, November
7th. More detail should
be available for the
October newsletter. 

Sharing phots taken at
the Strawberry Tea held
at the Salisbury United
Church, Wednesday, July 18th.  

Top, right: Ruth Anne Waddy was there with her grand-
daughter Zara, and grandson, Jasper.  Bottom, right:  Sheri
Lewis's granddaughter, Chloe, helped with the serving and
in the picture she is serving her grammie.  Photo above: and
the other picture shows Lois Budd displaying what a great
"treat" the strawberry shortcake is.  

We served close to 200 people. 

Chignecto Presbytery folk will be very busy
this fall attending all the many covenanting
services to mark the beginning of the rela-
tionship for our new ministers with their con-
gregations, including a returning minister
and minister with a new pastoral charge.

Covenanting service for The Rev. Natasha
Pearen on Sunday, September 30th at 3:00
PM at Trinity-St. Stephen's United Church,
Amherst NS.  Everyone welcome.  A celebra-
tion gathering will be held after the service. 

Oct. 21st at 3:00 PM there will be a
covenanting service at Mountain View United

Church, Moncton, for The Rev. Debra Baker.
Everyone welcome.   A celebration gathering
will be held after the service. 

The Covenanting Service for The Rev.
Stephen Brown, minister with the
Petitcodiac-Salisbury Pastoral Charge,  will
take place on October 28th at 3:00 PM at St.
James United Church, Petitcodiac, NB. 

And on November 18th there will be a
covenanting for the Rev. Janice MacLean,
Trinity United Church, Riverview, NB 

Your support by your attendance at these
services is welcome and encouraged. 



Quilt Show coming to Trinity-St. Stephen’s
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More of What’s Happening...
Church events coming up in Chignecto 

The Nova Scotia Fibre Arts Festival is returning
to Amherst for the 11th year, during five days in
October. The popular event will be staging displays,
demonstrations, workshops, quilt shows, rug shows
and much more at many locations in the downtown
area and will offer a good helping of the wonderful
hospitality of the people of our community.

For the third year, the sanctuary at Trinity-St.
Stephen’s United Church, located at 1 Ratchford
Street, will be set up with a large display of quilts
created by individual community artists and mak-
ers. 

Although the festival runs from October 9 to the
13, the quilt display at Trinity-St. Stephen’s will be
open for festival visitors for two days, Friday,
October 12 and Saturday, October 13.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
YOUR QUILTS TO DISPLAY 
Not only would we welcome your quilts for the

show, the event organizer Elaine Bourque is looking
especially for quilts with stories. If you have quilts
you would like to enter in the display, and/or quilts
that can be accompanied by the story of their cre-
ation, please don’t hesitate to be in touch with
Elaine at  902-661-4218 or at E-mail
<embourque@eastlink.ca> 

And the United Church Women at the church
are taking the opportunity to show their hospitality
to all its visitors during the two days of the display
with its Muffin and Mugs Cafe. You are more than
welcome to come in and set a spell with your
friends. We would like so much to see your there. 

UCW CANDLELIGHT and COMMUNION SERVICE
Mount Royal United Church, 106 Mount Royal Blvd, Moncton, NB. All are welcome to join us for the
Annual Mount Royal UCW Candlelight and Communion Service Wednesday, December 5 at 7 PM.
Theme: Faces of Joy. 

MOVIE NIGHT AT CENTRAL
The Affirming Committee of Central United Church presents Hidden Figures in The Community Peace

Forum, 22 Church St. Moncton Thursday, October 18 at 7:00pm.  Movie and snacks are free of charge.

Come and bring a friend. HIDDEN FIGURES is the incredible untold story of Katherine G. Johnson,

Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson—three brilliant African-American women working at NASA, who

served as the brains behind one of the greatest operations in history: the launch of astronaut John Glenn

into orbit.  The visionary trio crossed all gender and race lines to inspire generations to dream big.

RUMMAGE SALE
Trinity-St. Stephen’s United Church, 1 Ratchford Street, Amherst, UCW Fall Rummage Sale and Giant
Yard Sale will be happening 9 -11:30 PM, Saturday morning, October 27, where there will be many bar-
gains to be found. Please drop in for a visit and a look at our many items that will be available, and do
some shopping. We look forward to seeing you there. 

AFFIRMING MINISTRY DESIGNATION
Sackville United Church invites all to join in a celebration on Sunday, September 30 at 11 AM to mark
its designation as an Affirming Ministry of the United Church of Canada, when the congregation will cel-
ebrate the diversity of God’s creation and the richness of the community that is present in diversity in
age, gender identity, racial and cultural backgrounds, sexual orientation, ability and family configura-
tions, and will declare their intention to nurture a safe space for all. 
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