
CHURCH IN ACTION COMMITTEE 

 

Mission of the Committee: 

 To encourage the church in its work as a compassionate, justice seeking, justice making 

community. 

 

 To engage in mutual ministry with people experiencing injustice and marginalization. 

 

The Church in Action Committee’s mission is accomplished through local Presbytery and 

Congregational Church in Action Committees and through Conference based Working Groups. 

We are always aware of the two pronged aspect of out work and strive for balance. 

The following Working Groups have been active in 2012 – 2013. The Aboriginal Working 

Group, Access to Justice Working Group, Children and Youth in Crisis Working Group, 

Environmental Working Group, Just Peace for Israel and Palestine Working Group, Mining 

Concerns Working Group, Mission Interpretation Working Group, Refugees Working Group. 

 

Aboriginal Concerns and Relations Working Group 

 

The highlight of this past year was the Wabanaki Confederacy in August and September 2012. 

Acknowledging shared concerns and hopes, the gathering of native peoples from across the 

Maritimes extended an invitation to non-natives to join the gathering. To prepare for this 

occasion, our working group organized education workshops at St. Paul’s United in Riverview 

and at St. Mary’s First Nation, and supported the educational focus of several events in Halifax. 

These events brought together representatives from many other groups, including the Peace and 

Friendship Project, the New Brunswick Environmental Network, and the Conservation Council 

of New Brunswick.  

 

Building on this collaborative spirit, we have recently completed three regional events, in 

Moncton, Tatamagouche, and at St. Mary’s First Nation, in support of the Idle No More 

movement. Through these events, hundreds of people have gathered to share concern and hope 

about issues of the highest concern to all of us, especially the environment and Aboriginal 

justice. 

 

Finally, we continue to support the recognition of the Passamaquoddy as a First Nation by the 

Government of Canada.  

 

The relationships built among people of faith and conscience are reflected not only in gatherings 

and activism, but also in the spiritual practices of those who are concerned. Please know that 

your prayers, joined with the prayers and practices of others, help shape the worldview of those 

around you. We thank you for your continued engagement and support. 

 

 

Andy O’Neill 

Convenor 

 

 



Access to Justice Working Group 

 

The Access to Justice Working Group has continued its research, advocacy and consultation 

work, through our province-wide Access to Justice Coalition, since May 2012.  Nine 

representatives from three areas of the province met in August with Ab Currie, author of “The 

Legal Problems of Everyday Life” who provided an update on the broad definition of ‘access to 

justice’, now used by the four Working Committees of the Supreme Court’s national Access to 

Justice initiative. We also responded to a survey on draft recommendations by the “Prevention, 

Triage and Referral Working Committee” of the Supreme Court’s Access to Justice initiative. 

One of the proposals in our motion to May 2010 Conference was to advocate for restoration of 

the Small Claims court in NB.  In November 2012 we forwarded a number of detailed responses 

to the draft of Regulations for that recently reinstated Court, and received positive feedback from 

the NB Department of Justice.  

 

Consultations with Coalition members around the province, led to approval for a new definition 

of ‘Total Care Justice’ and directed us to focus on access to family court processes and various 

types of benefit access, which make up the majority of justice challenges for the poor.   It is, for 

example, often hard to discern the basis for benefit rejections or claims of ‘overpayment’.  In 

keeping with this, a new project was initiated with two Pro Bono Law Students studying at UNB, 

Keith Walkinshaw and Gwenyth Stadig, under the supervision of Professor Robert Danay.   The 

students are comparing the published version of NB Social Assistance ‘Policies’ to the 

Legislation and Regulations that authorize various benefits.  This will determine if there are 

points of possible non-congruence in the Policies used to administer Assistance benefits.  

 

Several Working Group members also attended a presentation by Nathalie Des Rosiers, General 

Counsel, Canadian Civil Liberties Association on “The Duties of the State Toward the Most 

Vulnerable” organized by the Common Front for Social Justice.  We continued to press the NB 

Minister of Justice for a broad ‘Consultation Working Group’ and are awaiting the government’s 

report evaluating the improvements to Family Court, piloted in the St John Court over the past 

two years. 

Note: Prof. Jula Hughes’ article about our NB Access to Justice Coalition as an example of a 

‘civil society group’ has been published in the UNB Law Journal.  It began as her panelist 

presentation at the Viscount Bennett Lecture series and will now be required reading for first 

year law students at UNB. 

 

Gail Wylie 

Convenor  

 

Towards Just Peace for Israel and Palestine Working Group 

 

In our efforts to work towards peace with justice for Israel and Palestine we have made 

presentations to congregations and church groups to raise awareness of current conditions in 

Israel and Palestine including the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories and the resulting 

injustices and insecurities. We’ve encouraged churches to study, pray and take action in support 

of Palestinian church partners as they struggle for justice. We’ve promoted and sold study guides 

to individuals and church groups. We’ve promoted and sold Zatoun fair trade Palestinian 



products and encouraged churches to sell/promote them. We helped organize and host a 

Palestinian Christian from Bethlehem as part of the KAIROS ‘Women of Courage’ speaking tour 

re human rights.  

 

Re General Council 41 (August 2012), we distributed Just Peace resources to Commissioners 

from the Maritimes, hosted a discussion for these Commissioners re Israel-Palestine proposals 

coming to General Council, and, after GC41, shared the decisions made with churches. During 

the Christmas shopping season in which there was extensive promotion of SodaStream in the 

media, we developed and distributed a bulletin insert and flyer informing Halifax Presbytery 

United Churches, and others, that SodaStream is produced in one of the illegal Israeli settlements 

and, therefore, it is one of the products to be avoided. We brought church members’ attention to 

information and resources on Israel-Palestine in Mandate magazine, Feb. 2013, and on the UCC 

website.  

 

In the coming months, we hope to have a larger number of people who are knowledgeable and 

available to speak to church groups about the reality on the ground in Palestine and Israel, United 

Church policy and decisions, and how congregations can contribute to work for peace and justice 

in this area. We anticipate that the United Church General Council will provide helpful resources 

to enable the whole church to implement the policy decisions made at GC41.  

 

Linda Scherzinger 

Convenor 

 

Mining the Connections Working Group 

 

The Mining the Connections Task Group has four priorities, as we respond to devastating 

impacts of Canadian mining companies globally: 

a) Increasing awareness of mining concerns We highly recommend the KAIROS video 

and study guide, Remember the Land, vimeo.com/54105569. We urge all United 

Church members to view messages from United Church partners and ecumenical friends 

re divestment from Goldcorp: Bishop Ramazzini, 

youtube.com/watch?v=rNBQTShVx0I&feature=youtu.be ,                               Sister 

Maudilia Lopez  youtube.com/watch?v=O9Czwn8CkU0&feature=youtu.be For 

background on mining in Guatemala, and especially why people are concerned about 

Goldcorp, we recommend Gold or Life, now available on YouTube. 

youtube.com/watch?v=CADStDtdp7c (Copies available at Tatamagouche Centre.) 

b) Regulation of Canadian mining companies overseas Supporting the United Church of 

Canada petition to Parliament, www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/takeaction/130314 

c) Philippines Laura Hunter reported on her  visit to the Philippines as part of a United 

Church/Presbyterian Church of Korea delegation. We have disseminated one Urgent 

Action  regarding disappearances of members of the Cordillera People’s Alliance, a 

United Church partner. We are exploring the possibility of a member of the Cordillera 

People’s Alliance spending time in Maritime Conference in the fall of 2013 or the spring 

of 2014. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNBQTShVx0I&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9Czwn8CkU0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CADStDtdp7c
http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/takeaction/130314


d) Responding to General Council’s action re the Maritime Conference proposal 

asking the General Council Executive to direct the Pension Board to apply United 

Church policy and divest from Goldcorp. General Council did not pass the proposal 

from Maritime Conference. This was a disturbing decision for the Mining the 

Connections Working Group, and for many General Council Commissioners, United 

Church pensioners and Pension Plan members who see this decision as a contradiction to 

our commitment to aboriginal/indigenous sisters and brothers and the call from United 

Church partners and ecumenical friends. (See above.)  

After the vote General Council guest Miguel Tomas Castro, pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church 

in San Salvador, stated at an Open Space gathering that open-pit gold mining is a matter of life 

and death. He was disturbed to see the issue of Christians profiting from Goldcorp transformed 

into an institutional debate around fiduciary duty. We take his words seriously. We will continue 

to support our partners.                                                                                                                                         

Our concerns are the following: 

a) Process Kathryn Anderson was given five minutes to speak to the proposal while the 

Pension Board Chair was able to speak at length. She had no opportunity to respond and 

provide relevant information. 

b) Content It was argued that the General Council Executive cannot instruct the Pension 

Board to apply church policy regarding aboriginal and community conflict. We are 

concerned that the General Council Executive, as Administrator of the Pension Plan, 

cannot give direction regarding concerns that arise from our faith, partnerships and 

ethical policies regarding aboriginal/indigenous brothers and sisters and our commitment 

to be caretakers and stewards of Creation, especially as the Pension Board follows church 

policy in other areas of ethical concern, so does not invest in pornography, armaments 

and tobacco.  Although the Goldcorp investment is about 1/3 of 1% of pension funds, the 

Pension Board Chair said that fiduciary duty outweighs calls from United Church 

partners and analyses from the University of Toronto and the Coalition Against Unjust 

Mining in Guatemala indicating that Goldcorp has not addressed major issues including 

water usage and contamination, the lack of information, consultation and consent with 

affected communities, the lack of an adequate remediation plan when the Marlin Mine 

closes.  Also United Church partners are highly critical of the development of the 

Cerro Blanco Mine on the Guatemala/El Salvador border.   

Mining the Connections Task Group Actions since General Council 

a) We requested in September that the concerns of United Church partners and ecumenical 

friends be included in a statement that the 41
st
 General Council agreed to publish 

regarding the negative impacts of Goldcorp. We have not had a reply to our request. 

b) We are sponsoring a study tour re mining to Guatemala Nov. 18
th

-29
th

, 2013, open to 

United Church members across Canada. 

c) We have widely disseminated a letter by Cathy Gerroir, an aboriginal woman from Nova 

Scotia who was deeply disturbed to learn of the United Church’s investment in Goldcorp. 



d) We support the action proposed by Patricia Clarke in a Dec. 2012 United Church 

Observer article, encouraging pensioners to contribute one-third of 1% of their pension to 

the Mission and Service Fund or the Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence 

Network. 

e) We are preparing an online information package regarding this issue, which will be 

posted on the Maritime Conference Website. 

 

Kathryn Anderson 

Convenor    

 

Environmental Working Group 

 

There is certainly a lot to do on the environmental side of church in action. Writing green tips for 

Lenten Practices during Lent. They had been put on the Maritime Conference website and in the 

Bulletin. 

 

The EWG met once in the fall face-to-face at the new conference offices where we discussed 

numerous environmental issues-including the General Council's motion on ocean education, 

climate change, fracking, etc.  There was a radio interview with CBC on our fracking position 

back in the summer, and was part of a creation speaker series at Wesley United in St. Andrew's 

NB, and spoke on fracking at Three Harbours Pastoral Charge in NS. Participated in the Atlantic 

Council for International Cooperation's Youth Camp held thanksgiving weekend on the 

social/environmental connections between gold mining in Guatemala and fracking in the 

Maritimes.  Participated in the Pictou Landing inter-cultural meeting on Boat Harbour and we 

continue to be involved in the resolution of that environmental black-eye.  We have been 

working on a Proposal to Maritime Conference "Calling for a Moratorium on On-Shore Shale 

Gas and Coal Bed Methane Development."    

 

We continue to work on different environmental initiatives in our respective churches-we're still 

struggling with trying to find a way to share that information and make it available to 

congregations. 

 

Emma Hebb and Marg Machum 

Co-Convenors 

 

Refugees Working Group 

 

We are trying to cope with all the changes that CIC have made in the regulations and with the 

numbers of caps that they have been imposed on the busiest visa posts. There are a number of 

sponsorships that have been submitted and now pastoral charges are waiting for folks to arrive. 

The Canadian government has introduced a number of new blended sponsorships. It is not clear 

at this time if any UCC congregations will be interested in taking on these sponsorships or not. 

 

Bev McDonald 

Refugee Resource Person  

Maritime Conference 



Children and Youth in Crisis 

 

As a committee, we continued to lobby for changes to the Children and Family Services Act of 

Nova Scotia. With last year's amendments to the corresponding Legislation of New Brunswick 

and Prince Edward Island our concentration has been with Nova Scotia. We met with the 

Minister of Community Services and the opposition critics. We advocated for changes and 

elicited help from other community shareholders in advocating for changes, as well. We 

organized and implemented several community forums and issued numerous press releases. 

 

Delores Feltlmate 

Convenor 

 

Mission Interpretation Working Group 

 

The committee was involved in two activities in the past year. 

 

1. Meeting with Steve Berube during the time of his discernment before entering the 

Ecumenical Accompaniment Program. 

 

2. Participating in a group from Wilmot United Church, Fredericton, that has a long term 

twinning relationship with the Seminary in Matanzas, Cuba, including a week of on-site 

visits to various projects and discussions with local leaders. 

 

Concerns: 

 

1. The continuing lack of awareness in congregations of our work in overseas mission 

2. The growing lack of opportunities for direct involvement in overseas mission work, 

particularly long term commitments. 

 

CoConvenors 

Gary MacDonald 

Georgina Baisley 

This report respectfully submitted on behalf of the Maritime Conference Church in Action 

Committee by: 

Jim Wicks 

Chair-Church in Action Committee                                                                                                 

 

 


