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Derek Elsworth, son of Sam and Dale, was born and brought up with his four sisters in Nova 

Scotia. After graduating from Kingstec College with a Diploma of Funeral Service and Mortuary 

Science, he was licensed as a funeral director and embalmer, managing and working at funeral 

homes in Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. He has always been actively involved in the church 

and community, especially with youth and music. Passionate about Jesus, people and sharing the 

Gospel, Derek began discernment for ministry in 2004 and was appointed to the St. Mary’s 

Pastoral Charge in 2006. He received a Bachelor of Arts from Mount Saint Vincent University, 

and a Masters of Divinity from the Atlantic School of Theology. Married to Amanda, they have 

three children, Joshua, Zachary and Julia. Derek gives thanks to the clergy, congregations and 

friends who have nurtured his faith in Sambro, Lockport, Bridgewater, Kentville, Carbonear, 

Lower Sackville, and at Scotian Glen Camp. Special thanks to Sandy & Lila MacLean, George 

& Helen MacLean, Stephen Matthews, Clarence & Karen Ingram and Wayne & Betty Ann Pike. 

Thank you to those who have supported and guided me through the candidacy process; Knox 

United Church, discernment committee members Barb Baker, Joyce Wylie, Wilma Treen, 

Teunis Voerman, and in particular Donna Ashton-Ward, who accompanied me to every 

interview. Also to Halifax Presbytery and E&S, Maritime Conference, AST, Pine Hill, Pictou 

Presbytery, Pastoral Charge Supervisors Jeanne Manning Stright, Norman Marple and Peter 

Smith, and the Lay Supervision Team, Angie Jack, Don Dunbar and Beth Young. A big thank 

you to Jim Webber-Cook who has served as Educational Mentor and Supervisor for seven years. 

Thank you to St. Mary’s Pastoral Charge for your continual love, care and trust – I am blessed. 

This journey would not have been possible without the love and support of friends and family, 

my parents, my mother and father in law, and especially Amanda and our children who have 

sacrificed so much – I love you. Finally, all praise and thanks to God, whose power at work 

within us is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


