
Halifax Presbytery 

 

The work of the Pastoral Oversight Committee is both rewarding and challenging. We are 

privileged to hear stories of both celebration and lament when we conduct the triennial visits. We 

have vibrant ministries within our bounds and we have those that are struggling. As chair of the 

committee, I was invited to attend the annual lunch hosted by the Church in Action committee of 

presbytery. It was delightful to hear how these ministries were making a difference in people’s 

lives. The Food Bank which operates out of, and in conjunction with St. Paul’s Spryfield, received 

a national award for excellence. Within all of them, the spirit of God continues to swirl in and 

among the people.  

 

The reporting form that we ask ministry sites to complete prior to the visit continues to evolve and 

change; we did a major overhaul of it this year when we realized that many of the questions were 

able to be answered with yes or no, rather than in narrative form.  

 

When we have made specific recommendations, we have put a system in place that those get 

followed up by a member of the visiting team twelve months later. We have also started reporting 

summaries of our visits to both the full court and the executive of presbytery on a more regular 

basis.  

 

We hosted Rev. Russ Daye, Edge Consultant at one of our meetings and he shared with us and a 

group of clergy, some of the ways in which ministry might unfold in our presbytery.  

 

A number of churches in Dartmouth continue to meet on a regular basis to explore ways in which 

ministry can be shared between them. There is a growing relationship among the churches that 

serve the downtown Dartmouth area.  

 

One of the most common challenges that we hear about on our visits is scarcity of resources, 

human and financial, we have an abundance of building resources! As a committee we also 

struggle with scarce human resources which hamper our ability to be pro-active. 

 

We continue in faith, trusting that God is with us.  

Catherine MacDonald 

Chair – Pastoral Oversight 

 


