
Miramichi Presbytery 

 

Miramichi Presbytery contains 17 pastoral charges, but those charges are spread over quite a 

distance; from Blackville in the Southwest to the Gaspe coast of Quebec in the Northeast. One 

might think of it as the North Shore of New Brunswick, plus a little Quebec. 

 

On top of that, these charges are served, currently, by a mere 10 people; as well as an Anglican 

Priest who does shared ministry in the Gaspe. 

 

Which is to say that it is small but nimble; this is a predominantly rural presbytery where people 

are of no nonsense immigrant stock, French, and Irish predominantly. It has always been a place 

where hard work was the norm, fishing, farming, and lumber making up the majority of its 

employment base. 

 

When I moved here a year ago I knew nothing about this region. Now I would stay forever. It has 

the same sort of charm as Cape Breton, or Newfoundland… of people who are proud of who they 

are and preserve a way of life that is centuries old. 

 

Another curious thing about this region is that although much has changed in many ways nothing 

has. Where once the men went for the winter to the logging camps in the woods, now the 

employment takes people to the oil fields of Alberta; but most still consider this home and are here 

every few weeks. 

 

It is not all idyllic; as with most of the church, we are in a time of flux, and constant change. New 

boundaries and shared ministry are being considered, churches are closing and pastoral charges 

re-imagined. 

 

One of the more exciting developments has been the idea of yoking two pastoral charges together 

in order to afford full time ministry. People here know that when you start taking away the hours, 

you are taking away any possibility of turning things around. 

 

This year has seen us close the door on three churches; for the most part because of the change of 

demographics, people moving from rural to town, from town to city, keeps changing where 

ministry must take place. And although it is with nostalgic sadness that the doors are closed, it is 

also with an understanding that things are simply changing. 

 

St. David’s in Burnt Church, McKinleyville, and Quarryville all ceased to be congregations during 

the 2012-13 pastoral year and we honour them for their contribution to the life and work of the 

church in this area. 

 


