
Saint John Presbytery 

 

 We are called to be the Church: 

Within the bounds of Saint John Presbytery, the congregations live out this statement from A New 

Creed in diverse ways… some are traditional and others are contemporary.   These varied 

expressions of church are part of the unique and inclusive nature of our United Church of Canada.  

From the unique sharing of resources that Centenary-Queen Square and St. Andrew’s and St 

David’s explored in 2012 to the caring and support the various congregations offered to Hampton 

United Church after the sudden death of their minister the Rev. Dr. Phil Griffin-Alwood, we have 

lived out this call to ‘be the Church’. 

 

to celebrate God’s presence, 

The churches of Saint John Presbytery found lots of reasons to celebrate God’s presence during 

regular Sunday worship, special services and Presbytery events.  From St. Andrews Kirk Palm 

Sunday Rap to Carleton-Kirk United Church honouring of veterans on Remembrance Day to St. 

David’s United Church contemporary ‘Good God’ services early on Sunday mornings to 

Quispamsis United Church outdoor service with Linnea Good in July to the Presbytery pulpit 

exchange Sunday we sang and sometimes danced, prayed and preached, laughed and cried.  We 

found God’s presence in the outdoors and inside our church buildings but most importantly we 

found God’s presence in the relationship we share with each other.   

 

to live with respect in creation, 

 

The most significant action in living out this commitment was the decision by Centenary –Queen 

Square’s decision to partner with St Andrew’s and St. David’s and to share not only worship 

space but worship with them.  It provides a different model for churches in community that saves 

on resources for heating and lighting - all things that affect our environmental foot print.  Other 

congregations have installed new lighting and additional insulation while others have planted 

gardens and trees.   

Some congregations raised the profile of creation in their including the Season of Creation in 

their worship and work. 

 

to love and serve others, 

 

Congregations throughout the Presbytery showed their love through service to others through 

support for Kraft dinner programmes for high school youth, through participate in Christmas 

Exchange programmes, for support for the Clothing Depot.  Different congregations participated 

in different Outreach programmes:  Two Rivers Pastoral Charge’s Refugee Sponsorship Team, 

Quispamsis United Church’s Labrador Project, Centenary-Queen Square’s South End Community 

Food Basket, Glen View’s Adult Learning Programme, Carleton Kirk’s support for the Seafarers 

Mission.   

Within the faith communities, congregation members drove individuals to doctors and hospital 

appointments, sat with families in courtrooms and waiting rooms, and cared for those in need in 

every conceivable way.  Every congregation in the Presbytery loves and supports in every way 

they can.   

 



to seek justice and resist evil, 

 

Church in Action committees – both at a presbytery level and a congregation level – encouraged 

members to work for justice through presence at demonstrations, through letter writing campaigns 

and through petitions and other communal activities.   Ministers, both lay, diaconal and ordained 

preached the gospel encouraging their communities to remember in all ways that we are called to 

seek justice in all things.   

Study groups in churches look at new and different ways to be welcoming and inclusive and to see 

our neighbour in diversity.   

 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen 

our judge and our hope. 

 

While each congregation reflects their unique personalities and cultures, each one proclaims each 

and every week that Jesus is our judge and our hope.  This is expressed as well special services 

held in different congregations through the seasons of Advent, Lent and Easter; special services 

that celebrate the wonder of creation and the presence of the Holy Spirit in our every days and not 

just our special ones.  

 

 

What trends in celebration, service, justice seeking and proclamation are filled with the Spirit in 

your Presbytery? 

 

Pastoral Oversight has found much to celebrate in this past year as we reviewed our processes and 

procedures and looked for ways to improve our relationship with our pastoral charges and 

members in general.  In September, the Rev. Dr. Phil Griffin-Alwood became co-chair of the 

committee and put much effort into moving this work forward.  His sudden death has left those on 

the committee struggling to continue this work that he was so passionate about.   

It is difficult to see find the Spirit at work as we work through our grief but we can celebrate the 

time and talent that Phil shared with the committee and his suggestions and recommendations 

continue to help us as we move forward with our work.   

The committee continues to be too small for the work that it is commissioned with.  We are now 

two clergy and three lay people.  In June, our numbers will be reduced by one with only one clergy 

person serving.  It is hard to celebrate the presence of the Spirit in our work when we are exhausted.   

We are pleased that some things that have long haunted us are finding some resolution.  We feel 

and see the work of the Spirit in the decisions we helped to make that moved these issues to 

resolution. 

We are excited by new ministry personnel that have joined the Presbytery and who bring to us a 

breath of fresh air and different thinking.  

We see the Spirit at work in our relationship with others are we work towards new ways of being 

together that open space for different voices.  

 

 

Where is God calling your Presbytery? 

I feel inadequate to this question.  Where is God calling the United Church of Canada?  Where is 

God calling Maritime Conference?  



Saint John Presbytery works to fulfil the requirements laid out in The Manual with fewer and fewer 

people and financial resources.  Ministries, long cherished by Saint John Presbytery and supported 

by its Programme Fund are under review as our dwindling financial resources make this a 

necessary task. 

On the other hand, some congregations are finding new life – with more people attending and 

finances stabilizing.   

So, where is God calling our Presbytery?  I don’t know.  But I, and those that I work with, trust 

that God is in this process of change and we go forward in faith.   

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Audrey Lounder 

Chair of Pastoral Oversight 

Saint John Presbytery 

 

 

 


