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 We are called to be the Church:  to celebrate God’s presence - This past year, Sydney 

Presbytery has been struggling with a shortage of willing workers, heavy workloads for a small 

number of clergy and laity, financially-strapped congregations, and conflict resolutions.  In this, I 

expect we are no different than other Presbyteries.  Through it all we continue to boldly celebrate 

the presence of God among us as we face these situations with a strong sense of call to live 

respectfully with our brothers and sisters and with all of creation.   

 Of our 20 Pastoral Charges, only 9 have full-time ministry, 1 has three-quarter time, 1 half-

time retired supply and 1 shared ministry.  Seven are vacant and using lay supply and there will be 

another vacancy because of a retirement at June 30/13.  That may sound bleak, but there is light 

(God’s hand at work).  The shared ministry is working well and plans are to ask for a renewal of 

the contract.  Three of our large Sydney downtown churches (Trinity, St. Andrew’s and First 

United) have entered into a unique arrangement with a downtown Baptist congregation sharing 

their building to save on heating costs over the winter months.  The Baptists, who were without 

ministry personnel, were pleased to share the two clergy from St. Andrew’s and First.  Three 

months have passed and the agreement to share appears to be going well.  A committee of the four 

congregations continues to meet to discuss a possible future amalgamation.  As well, our Future 

Directions Committee has been providing support and resources to other congregations within the 

Presbytery who are seriously looking at their futures. 

 To seek justice and resist evil – Under the umbrella of our Church in Action Committee, 

the Presbytery has been able to support the causes of youth in crisis and foster children.  Rev. Dana 

Feltmate and his wife Delores have been foster parents to several children and the Presbytery has 

helped through letter-writing, sharing of information through our email lists, and providing time 

at meetings to keep up-to-date on new developments.  We also supported applications for grant 

monies to help with youth programs. 

 An order of the day at a recent Presbytery meeting helped Presbyters to learn more about 

the Diversity Committee at our local Health Care Complex.  Gay, lesbian, transgendered and 

bisexual individuals are made to feel welcome, safe and cared for in their workplace.  Our Church 

in Action Committee also plans future education on becoming an affirming church/Presbytery. 

 Living with respect in creation – Also in the works for the coming spring months will be 

education on the possibility of establishing community gardens. 

 Our UCW Presbyterial has been busy with their spring and fall rallies celebrating 50 years 

of United Church Women’s work.  Their projects included making sleeping mats for Haiti from 

plastic milk bags, providing nearly 700 cookies for the Cookie Cottage at Berwick Camp as well 

as staffing the Cottage and hosting the UCW Executive meeting at the Conference Building in 

Sackville.  What would we do without our UCW’s? 

 Several of our congregations celebrated anniversaries of over 100 years with special 

speakers and musical services – and with lunch of course!  St. Columba United celebrated 140 

years of Christian witness in their community of Leitches Creek. 

 Archivist, Sarah Wallace, was invited to visit with us last fall, and she provided education 

on preserving our past through “The Wonderful World of Record Keeping.”  What a valuable 

addition she is to our capable Conference staff!   

 Our Pastoral Relations Committee has been perhaps the busiest group in our Presbytery 

this past year providing expertise in preparing Joint Needs Assessments for the many vacancies as 



well as formulating policies for funerals, fair payment of persons who provide pulpit supply and 

on fair practices relating to those who take on the job of Pastoral Charge supervision.   

 Sydney Presbytery continues to have candidates with a strong sense of God’s call to 

service.  Lynn MacKinnon was ordained at the Annual Meeting, two students continue their studies 

toward their M Div., one has completed discernment for the DLM program and we have recently 

approved the application of another enquirer.  The Spirit continues its movements in the hearts of 

people who feel God calling to them. 

 On the negative side of our staffing, we lost three very gifted and promising young 

ministers:  Rev. Matthew Fillier, Rev. Sean Handcock and Rev. Michael Goodfellow.  We wish 

them well and commend them to the congregations that are now fortunate enough to have them. 

 We are grateful to all our Presbytery Committees for their ongoing informative and 

educational work:  to Communications for keeping us up-to-date on the various publications and 

resources available through the United Church Resource Distribution Centre; to Christian 

Education for compiling a lending library of books, videos and music and for attempting a needs 

assessment of our Sunday Schools; to our ministers for the inspiring and spirit-filled worship 

services at each meeting; and to all our congregations for helping Sydney Presbytery to exceed our 

commitment to Mission and Service by $2924.  Well done you good and faithful servants! 

 Where is God calling our Presbytery?  As I reflected on this question, a piece of scripture 

came to mind: 1 Corinthians 13:12 – “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we 

shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”  We 

could easily be feeling pessimistic as we think about the multiple vacancies, lack of pulpit supply 

and conflict situations that are currently the condition in Sydney Presbytery; but that would be to 

see that “poor reflection.”  Somewhere in all of this, Spirit is at work, perhaps encouraging us to 

let go of the past to make way for a new and even more glorious future.  We believe in a God who 

has created and who continues to create.  We believe in a God who put on the bones and flesh of 

humanity to show us his boundless love.  Our current difficulties shall pass.  We shall overcome 

them because “We are not alone.  Thanks be to God.” 
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