
Woolastook Presbytery 

 

The Pastoral Care and Support Committee met seven times since the report of 15 March 2012.  

Five of these were in the “hour” before a meeting of Presbytery.  Despite its convenience, that 

has often proven to not be a satisfactory time as proceedings are usually rushed and two 

members have to leave to attend to other pre-Presbytery duties.  The two meetings held at 

another time were more relaxed and fulfilling.  The last of these was our meeting to exchange 

comments on readings of Annual Reports, and to discuss how we felt each of our Pastoral 

Charges was doing.  That meeting, sometimes called our “Festival of Annual Reports” ran for 

most of one day in mid-March. 

 

Committee members conducted Triennial Visits in eight Pastoral Charges.  Learning from these 

visits and associated reports were melded with what was contained in Annual Reports.  One of 

these visits revealed difficulties in practice of personnel or groups with supervisory/advisory 

roles in relation to student ministers.  In subsequently exploring this further, existence of 

protocols were revealed, but these, or how they worked together, was not necessarily known.  

We hope that our probing will lead to greater clarity on this issue. 

 

One Triennial Visit that was due during 2011 or 2012 did not take place.  This was with the 

Board of Camp Woolastook.  Presbytery as a whole has been dealing with the Camp situation.  

There was no camping program in 2012.  The Camp is now closed, the Board disbanded and 

Trustees appointed.  Presbytery continues to pay for insurance and basic power. 

 

Committee members were involved in Services of Closure for two churches.  In closing the Astle 

United Church, the congregation was amalgamated with the Boiestown congregation, thus 

making the Boiestown Pastoral Charge a single-point charge.  The Stirling United Church in Tay 

Creek on the Stanley Pastoral Charge was closed.  There had not been services there for several 

years and members of the congregation had already been attending other churches in the Charge. 

 

United Church buildings in Williamsburg on the Stanley Pastoral Charge and South Tilley on the 

Andover-Kincardine Pastoral Charge have been unused for many years and thought by members 

of the Charges to have been closed.  Searches of Presbytery records revealed no such action by 

Presbytery.  At the November Presbytery meeting, both buildings were declared by motion to no 

longer be places of worship of the United Church of Canada.  Disposal of the buildings was then 

deemed appropriate. 

 

The Committee appraised a new governance structure for Wilmot United Church.   Presbytery 

subsequently approved the Church-Council Structure for a 2-year trial period. 

 

Monitoring of earlier complex situations in two Pastoral Charges continued.  Both appear to be 

functioning satisfactorily.  We dealt promptly with an emergency situation that arose in another 

Pastoral Charge.  From this, it was decided that it would be good for our committee to meet 

jointly with the Pastoral Relations Committee to discuss problems that can occur when a report 

arising from the Joint Needs Assessment process does not accurately reflect the true wishes and 

nature of a congregation, as well as conflicts which can occur when clergy have unrealistic 



expectations of how their passions and personality will truly meld with a Pastoral Charge.  It has 

proved difficult to set a satisfactory date for such a meeting, so it has not yet occurred. 

 

The Plaster Rock-Grand Falls-Riley Brook Pastoral Charge, like so many in rural situations, is 

seeking ways for it to continue.  The Charge questioned with the Andover-Kincardine Pastoral 

Charge whether they would consider some form of shared ministry, but that was not taken up.  

The Charge is now exploring shared ministry with the Anglican Parish of The Tobique.  There is 

already a shared ministry – with a shared building – in Woolastook Presbytery, in Edmundston.  

That situation has been in place for several years. 

 

For our work with Annual Reports, we dealt with 28 of the 30 possible reports. From our review 

and discussion of those reports, together with our own contacts and reports during the year, we 

found that the Pastoral Charges of Woolastook Presbytery are continuing to proclaim the Good 

News as shown through Jesus Christ, to worship faithfully, and to live out their belief through 

outreach into their communities and beyond.  It is remarkable how the smaller places have 

staying power.  Some are doing quite well; others are eking it out.  More of the reports than last 

year included information on where the churches were located (necessary for archived material, 

and for understanding by others), and more included contact information.  We did note that some 

reports used only first names of people.  That may be okay for the local situation, but it is not 

helpful for other readers.  Many listed full names of members of the Trustees – which is 

important as the Board of Trustees is the only legally recognized body in relation to property.  

Such a list ought to be part of every annual report.  It is also useful when reports start with 

general matters giving information about the Pastoral Charge as a whole.  Reports should also 

have narrative content, not just financial information.  Having said that, the reports, in general, 

are becoming more user-friendly and useful as the historical documents they are. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Graham Powell, Chairperson, 

Pastoral Care and Support Committee 


