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Although currently in a good financial position, Mount Allison shares the concern of other 

smaller Canadian universities for the need of visibility and a robust public profile – not only in 

the Maritimes and across Canada, but across the world. The largest student cohort is still from 

New Brunswick, but international students make up 8-10% of the student population, including 

students from China, Japan and Korea.  The entire student population, full and part-time, on 

and off campus, is 2400.  In spite of the university’s excellent showing in both MacLeans 

Magazine’s and the Globe and Mail’s university assessments, it has been determined that Mount 

A is still an unknown quantity to prospective students and parents in the western provinces and 

in large parts of Ontario.  Given the great variety of education and training opportunities 

available to young people today, the considerable financial cost of acquiring a university degree, 

and the tremendous competition for students across the board, Mount A has chosen to focus its 

recruitment energy on particular ‘niche market’ high schools across Canada.   

 

In October 2012, at a Board retreat hosted by Board member, Monique Imbeault, at her home in 

Shediac, Dr. David Marshall, former President of both Mount Royal University in Calgary and 

Nipissing University in North Bay, facilitated an energetic discussion on the future of small 

universities in Canada – and Mount A in particular.  In order to survive, he suggests, and to 

attract students, small and large schools both will need to put their human and financial resources 

behind one or two featured programs of academic excellence. Gone are the days, apparently, 

when universities can afford to offer everything.  Stay tuned. 

 

Mount Allison continues to produce Rhodes scholars.  The latest - and 51
st 

- is Biochemistry 

and International Relations student, Caroline Whidden, of Brookside, Nova Scotia. The Rhodes 

Scholarship, which celebrates its 110th anniversary in 2013, selects 83 students from 

approximately 20 countries around the world, and covers the cost of postgraduate studies at the 

University of Oxford.  Caroline is planning to apply to Oxford’s Masters of Science in Global 

Health program.  Mount Allison has more Rhodes Scholars per capita than any other institution 

in Canada.     

 

Delegates to this year’s Annual Meeting will see the construction of the university’s latest 

academic building – the first in three decades - well underway.  The Purdy Crawford Centre 

for the Arts will open its doors in September of 2014.  Purdy Crawford is a graduate of Mount 

A, a former Regent, and served as Chancellor from 1995 to 2000.  Suzanne Crawford, Purdy’s 

daughter, currently serves as Chair of the Board of Regents.    

 

To the delight of the Board, journalist Peter Mansbridge has agreed to serve a second term as 

the university’s eighth Chancellor.  Mr. Mansbridge has demonstrated considerable attachment 

to the university.  In 2011, he established the Mansbridge internship program, and, more 



 
 

recently, the Cynthia Dale Fine Arts Scholarship.  In addition, with his support, Mount Allison 

launched the Mansbridge Summit, an annual exercise of immersion and discovery for students in 

a topic of global interest. 

 

The Board has expressed concern about the continuation of funding from the Province of New 

Brunswick.  However, in the province’s March budget, although there was no funding increase, 

the university learned that it will retain its current level of provincial funding for 2013-14.  

 

President Robert Campbell continues to be a vocal and itinerant advocate for Mount Allison. 

He arrived at Mount A in 2006 and his term as President was renewed in 2011 for another five 

years.  He currently serves on the Executive of the Association of Universities and Colleges of 

Canada (AUCC) and as Chair of the Association of Atlantic Universities. 

 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson and I continue to serve as your United Church appointees on the 

Board of Regents.  Andrew brings a unique and helpful perspective as one of the few non-alumni 

members.   

 

It has been an ‘education’ for us both and we thank you for the opportunity.   

 

Rev. Meredith Fraser 

Board of Regents, Mount Allison University 

 

 

 


