
United Church Men 

 

Our Vision Statement:  “To lead men to an understanding of the work and witness of the 

church, that through commitment to Christ, they may fulfill the ministry to which they are called, 

in the home, in daily work, in the community and in the world.” 

 

The highlight of the past year was our sixth biennial rally held on April 28, 2012 at Trinity-St. 

Stephen United Church in Amherst.  The Rev. Dr. Rob Fennell from the Atlantic School of 

Theology delivered on a most interesting theme title of “Who Are You?...for God’s Sake.”  He 

was assisted in the days activities by the Chaplain, the Rev. Dr. Andrew O’Neill from St. Paul’s 

United Church in Riverview whose father, Tim, was the theme speaker at our very first rally in 

2002.  The music was in capable hands with Lloyd McLean on the keyboard and Barry 

Snodgrass leading the vocals.  And the entire day unfolded as planned under the guidance of 

director, Rev. Peter Smith of Antigonish.   

 

Other men’s events that occurred during the year was the long standing Cape Breton Men’s 

Conference held in September, which is the only other United Church Men’s event.  Two other 

events, which are both interdenominational, were the 30
th

 annual Fredericton Christian Men’s 

Fellowship Retreat at Snider Mountain Ranch near Sussex, NB in February and the 7
th

 Annual 

Digby Men’s Retreat held “down in the Valley” in April.  All these event provide an opportunity 

to spend from one day to three days in worship, fellowship, prayer with lots of inspiring music.  I 

would urge all men to watch for these in the future.  You won’t regret it! 

 

We continue to keep the men informed with our “not so regular” newsletters and the website 

www.marconf.ca/ucmen.  But it would be so helpful if we had two things happen:  short articles 

on what is happening with men’s groups across the Conference, and someone who would love to 

assist in the preparation of the newsletter.  Presently our secretary, Bob Lindsay, carries the load, 

but would love to have some work with him so we could make it more regular.  If you have an 

interest, please contact Bob. 

 

So just to get you thinking and planning ahead, the next rally in Amherst is well into the planning 

stages.  It is scheduled for May 3
rd

, 2014, and to spark your interest, the theme speaker has been 

confirmed, and we know will excite you, the Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling, presently at Timothy 

Eaton Memorial United Church in Toronto.  We are excited to have him return to the Maritimes 

where he is known to many. 

 

In the meantime, have a great summer. 

 

Bob Bartlett, President 
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