
Summary - 2013 Maritime Conference Annual Meeting by Norma Mills 

  

What If? Moving From Fear to Hope was the theme of the 88th Annual Meeting of Maritime 

Conference. In opening remarks to the court, Annual Meeting Planning Committee chair Rev. 

Donna Tourneur noted that “what if” opens all possibilities for being the people God intends us 

to be.  As the meeting proceeded, the relevance of the question became apparent as discussions 

revolved around the consequences of taking one action or another.  

  

The meeting took place at the Civic Centre in Sackville, NB from May 23-26, 2013, with 

Conference President Rev. Phillip Kennedy presiding. Patrick Augustine, a Mi’kmaw from New 

Brunswick and a member of the Elsipogtog First Nation, welcomed everyone. 

  

Lloyd MacLean offered a ministry of music, and “The Message” performed throughout the four-

day gathering. 

  

A Service of Remembrance on Friday evening honoured Rev. Ronald Dempsey, Rev. Frank 

Gosbee, Rev. Dr. Philip Griffin-Allwood, Rev. Bryer Jones, Rev. Frederick Kitson, Rev. James 

MacIntosh, and Rev. Donald McLennan. 

  

Rev. Phillip Kennedy and Rev. Valerie Kennedy performed the Sacrament of the Baptism for 

Ethan Stephen Lauchlin Stuart, son of Rev. Catherine and Rev. Scott Stuart of Summerside, PEI. 

All were invited to remember their baptism and receive a blessing with water. 

  

Margaret McCain gave a theme address and described how she changed her mind from not 

financially contributing to the new Maritime Conference Centre to becoming a passionate 

supporter. She talked about how The United Church of Canada has been in the forefront of faith 

communities in upholding human rights and social justice, and that this story is preserved in the 

archives section of the newly-completed building in Sackville.  She has committed $150,000 to 

the fundraising campaign and urged delegates to “go out and tell the United Church story with 

pride.” 

  

Jennifer Bolt of Red Letter Philanthropy updated the three million dollar Maritime Conference 

Centre financial campaign. With a focus on individual contributions, donations and pledges from 

within Maritime Conference total $405,000 to date. Strong support from within the Conference is 

necessary in order to position the campaign to solicit significant gifts from outside the 

Conference. Permission is being requested to extend the campaign to pastoral charges. 

  

Kathryn Anderson, Chair of the Church in Action Mining Group, talked about mining as a faith 

issue and the need for regulation of Canadian mining companies.  

  

Rev. Steve Berubé described his three months with the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in 

Palestine and Israel of the World Council of Churches. He lived in Bethlehem and shared photos 

and stories of the hardships endured by the Palestinian people. 

  

A motion that allocations to pastoral charges increase by 5% for 2014 was carried. 

  



The conference theme speaker was David Armour, Director of Philanthropy for The United 

Church of Canada and President of The United Church of Canada Foundation. He said that “what 

if?” is the right question, and told the court that it’s possible that a bell curve might better 

represent our decline in membership than a line on a graph; our membership now is the same as it 

was at the inception of The United Church of Canada in 1925. He said that while the number of 

givers has decreased, their gifts have increased. Half a million members give $300 million 

annually, which is remarkably generous. However, only 45% contribute to Mission and Service 

and we must clarify our call. He said that the word “Fund” has been dropped because Mission 

and Service is what we are meant to do, not something to have.  

  

Staff Committee Chair Rev. Dr. Ross Bartlett thanked Marilyn Burrell for her many years as 

AVEL librarian as she retires.   

  

Cathy Hamilton, Chair of Comprehensive Review Task Group, described its mandate. We are in 

transitional times as evidenced by the age of our Ministry Personnel: nationally, 10 ministers are 

under the age of 30 while 1,300 ministry personnel will be eligible for retirement in the next 10 

years. Table groups were encouraged to suggest new ways for the United Church to make 

decisions about the future. 

  

Members of the Conference who are retiring include Rev. Amos Adeniyi, Rev. Robert C. Biggar, 

Rev. Sandra D. Carruthers, Rev. David Cleveland, Rev. Daniel J. Compton, Rev. Catherine H. 

Gaw, Rev. Daniel H. Gunn, Rev. David R. Lutes, Rev. Stephen R. Mills, Rev. Ivan L. Norton, 

Rev. B. Galen Smith, and Rev. Diane P. Tingley. 

  

The following Jubilations mark anniversaries of 50 years and longer: 

50 Years – Barbara M. Copp, G. Paul Cumming, Hugh A. Farquhar, Robert A. Jones, Alexander  

        F. MacLean, Wayne A. McCarther, R. Laird Stirling, J. Edward S. Tarrant 

55 Years – Robert A. Crooks, W. Robert Hussey, Vincent Ihasz, David N. MacNaughton,  

                  John W. Touchie, Anthony G. Ware                    

60 Years – Ranald M. Cameron, Gordon K. Stewart, William D. Titus 

65 Years – George H. MacLean, Samuel P. Shields, K. Ruth Stuart 

70 Years – E. Victor Moriarty 

75 Years – W. Grant MacDonald 

  

A motion to put the Maritime Conference Centre on the market as a means to address the current 

financial situation, which includes a projected deficit, was defeated. 

  

With respect to the fundraising project, these motions were carried:  

- to extend the $3 million fundraising project to include not only individual commitments 

but also commitments from Pastoral Charges;  

- to invite pastoral charges to indicate the level of their response in time for the Fall 2013 

Conference Executive meeting; 

- to instruct the Fall 2013 Conference Executive meeting to re-evaluate the projected 2014 

deficit; 

- upon the basis of this re-evaluation authorize the Fall 2013 Conference Executive to 

further adjust the 2014 conference allocations to make mortgage and loan payments 

without incurring further debt in 2014. 



 

Conference also approved Guidelines for Church Property Sales and Proceeds of Sale. 

 

Maritime Conference has undertaken a process to become Affirming. Table groups were asked to 

consider the experience of being excluded or discriminated against based on race, gender, sexual 

orientation, class, age, or ability. A motion that Maritime Conference engages in a 2 to 3 year 

process aimed at becoming an Affirming ministry was carried. 

  

Rev. Gloria Churchill was elected President-Designate of Maritime Conference. 

  

On Saturday evening, Intermediates at Conference and Youth Forum offered a lively program of 

music and skits. 

  

Susan Butler-Jones, Nicholas Coates, and Derek Ellsworth were ordained during the Service of 

Worship on Sunday morning, and Rev. Meggin King was installed as President of Maritime 

Conference.   

  

The next annual meeting will be held May 22-25, 2014. 

  


