
MARITIME CONFERENCE WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION OF ORDINATION 
SUNDAY MAY 2TH, 2013 

1ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

* Indicates where you are invited to stand as you are able 
Pre-service Singing 
 

Silence  { a chime to call us to silence} 

The Word Breaks the Silence  John 20: 19-22 

Ordinand Voice One:  
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the people, Jesus came and stood among them and said,   

Ordinand Voice Two:  
‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,  
Ordinand Voice Three:  
 ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22When Jesus had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  
Worship Team Voice  Four:  
 Sisters and brothers of Christ, let our spirits rise and our voices soar, let us proclaim the Good News together! 
 

Processional Hymn*  MV#122  "This is the Day”  {We will alternate between English and French} 

The Words of Welcome* 
 One:  Sisters and brothers, may the grace of Jesus Christ,  
 the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all! 
 All: And also with you!   
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle and Symbols of Our Faith* 

CROSS → “We light this candle because we are the people of Jesus” {Phillip}  
  
 BIBLE → “We light this candle because we are a people of the Word” {Kelly} 
 
 WATER → “We light this candle because we are a people of tradition” {Matt} 
 
CUP & LOAF →"We light this candle because we are a people who continue to experience God’s    
      grace and love” {Valerie} 
 

THINKER → “We light this candle because we are a people of reason” {Jane} 
 
 GLOBE → “We light this candle because we are a people of the world” {David} 
 
Call to Worship *:  

 Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
 Shine through the darkness. 
 Christ, be our light! 
 Shine in your church gathered today.  
One: When it was evening on that day,  
All: The first day of the week,  
One: And the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked with fear. 



All: You came and you stood among us, 
One: Scars and all, 
All: Wounded world worn on your very shoulders, 
One: And gave ‘broken but whole’ new meaning.   
All: When it was evening on that day, 
One: And all the locks were chained across our hearts, 
All: You came and you stood and you broke every door down 
One: Rising from fear to hope, reminding us one and all,  
All:  From now on love’s the gospel that still guides us. 
One: And the Spirit of God fills our breath.  
All: And the Spirit of God stands with us now. 
One: And the Spirit of God is our song. 
All: So then sing on Holy One of God, sing on, 
One: Fill us with justice and mercy, grace and compassion, 
All: And the yearning for your new day that dawns even now. 
(and we sing….)           
 

 Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
 Shine through the darkness. 
 Christ, be our light! 
 Shine in your church gathered today.  
 

Pouring the Water of Baptism  {singing} 
 Wade in the water,  
              Wade in the water children,  
              Wade, in the water.   
              God’s gonna trouble the water! 
  

Prayer of Opening:   
 Loving and Creating God, in whom we live, move, love and have our being, we have gathered here as 
your people ~ to worship and praise you, to celebrate all the different ways in which you call us to minister 
and spread the Good News of your unconditional love and free forgiveness of sin, to remember our baptism 
and to break bread together at your table. 
 However God, you know us better than we know ourselves and you know that we have come to this 
place with presuppositions, biases, doubts, fears and a reluctance to change. We have come with our own 
worries and from different places, life styles and challenges. We do not always want to wade in the water and 
surrender to you. 
 And yet loving God, we have come longing to be open to hearing your message of compassion, wisdom 
or challenge spoken to us through music, prayer and words. 
  Open us, O God, that we might breathe you in.  Let your Holy Spirit saturate us, body and soul. 
Open us to experience your healing power and constant presence. 
Open us God, to feel your love and grace. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus who takes away fear and fills us with hope and taught us to pray singing. 
The Lord's Prayer VU# 959 
 

The Word                     Acts 4:1-20       Youth Forum  
 

Sermon                        "Don't Be Afraid"        Reverend Phillip Kennedy 
 

Chorus   MV#90         "Don't Be Afraid"  {3 times ~  English, French and English} 
 

Affirmation of Faith*  A New Creed 
 



Hymn* MV#169          "When Hands Reach Out Beyond Divides" 
 

The Executive Secretary: Statement of Ministry 
 The 88th annual meeting of the Maritime Conference of the United Church of Canada received the 
report of the Education and Students Committee in which candidates for ordination to the Order of Ministry 
of The United Church of Canada were recommended.  The annual meeting affirmed these recommendations.  
 This Conference has examined these people and believes they are called and equipped to serve as 
ministry personnel within The United Church of Canada.  
 In what we are about to do, the church, recognizing God’s call to these ministries, prays that those who 
are called will continue to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit, as the Church authorizes and recognizes their 
particular and diverse ministries. 
 President, I present to you the following Candidates for Ordination into the Order of Ministry of The 
United Church of Canada.   
 

(Candidates for the Order of Ministry) 
NAMES OF CANDIDATES 

President: You have heard your names called. Do you believe you have been called and are ready to answer 
the call to the Order of Ministry within The United Church of Canada? 
 

(Candidates for the Order of Ministry) 
I am ready, by God’s grace. 

The President: 
“Jesus Christ came into the world to be the servant of God and all people. As servant Lord, Jesus calls his 
Church to a ministry of worship, witness, and reconciliation. In baptism we were received as members of his 
Church and at confirmation we committed ourselves to its ministry. In order that this ministry of the whole 
Church may be fulfilled, God has given the ordained ministry of Word, Sacrament, and Pastoral Care, and the 
diaconal ministry of Education, Service, and Pastoral Care. It is the responsibility of the Church to seek, train, 
and set apart those whom God calls so to serve.” 
 

Vows Are Exchanged In the Presence of Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer and within the Community of 
Maritime Conference 

 
President: to each Candidate for Ordered Ministry: 
Do you believe in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and do you commit yourself anew to God? 

I do. 
 
President: To each Candidate being Ordained to the Order of Ministry 

(“Ordained Minister” means a member of the Order of Ministry who has been ordained to the ministry 
of word, sacrament, and pastoral care) 

Do you believe that God is calling you to the ordained ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care, and do 
you accept this call?  

(Candidates for Ordination) 
I do. 

 
President: To each Candidate for Ordered Ministry: 
Are you willing to exercise your ministry in accordance with the scriptures, in continuity with the faith of the 
Church, and subject to the oversight and discipline of The United Church of Canada? 

(Those being ordained) 
I am. 



 
 President: Friends, let us pray for the outpouring of spiritual gifts upon these servants whom God has chosen 
for Ordered Ministry. 
 
 Silent Prayer 

 
Remembering Our Baptism  
President: "With the sign of the cross may you remember your baptism and be joyful” 

 
Those appointed lay on hands. 

For Ordained Ministry 
Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon your servant  

FILL IN NAMES 
for the office and work of ordained ministry in your Church. 

 
Presentation of Bible 
President: Receive this Bible. Proclaim in word and action the Gospel of Christ with diligence and love. 

 
The Declaration for those being Ordained to the Order of Ministry: 

 
In the name of Jesus Christ, the Sovereign Head of the Church, and by the authority of the Maritime 
Conference of The United Church of Canada, I declare that  

FILL IN NAMES 
 
has been Ordained a minister of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care within the holy catholic church.      
 
After each person is ordained we sing MV#208 " Great Amen"  
 
After all are declared Ordained  
Prayer for the new ministers: 

Gracious God, give to these, your servants,  
            grace and power to fulfill their ministry.  

Grant that always having the assurance of faith,  
abounding in hope, and being rooted in love,  
they may continue strong and steadfast  
in Jesus Christ, our Saviour,  
to whom, with you, and the Holy Spirit,  
be glory and honour, worship and praise,  
now and forever.     Amen. 

(The congregation is invited to greet those newly  
welcomed as ministry personnel.) 

 
Anthem   "I Will Know that You are Standing Firm"   Written by Rick Gunn 
 

God Calls us to the Table 
We Give Thanks 
Offering our Gifts  
Our offering will be forwarded to the Mission and Service Fund of the United Church of Canada.  We thank you 
for your generosity. 



 
Prayer of Dedication  
(All):  As the people of Jesus, the hour has come.  As a people born in witness to Your Word, there is no 
better time than now.  As people who stand in tradition both ancient and ever new, there is no better place 
than here.  Today, we offer these gifts in Your holy name, in response to the grace and love You have 
poured into us and the world we share.  Holy One, bless the gifts we offer.  In the name of Jesus, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, may they be living signs for all the world, that as you first loved us, so now, we 
turn to love one another.  Amen! 
 
Call To Give Thanks 
 One:  The Lord be with you, 

 All:  And also with you. 

 One:  Lift up your hearts. 

 All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving: 

In the beginning, was the Word; 

Even before Your living breath swept over the waters, 

Even throughout these days and nights we share, 

Even beyond all we will see and know, 

In the beginning, was the Word; 

And You came, and You created and You are creating still. 

 

Thank You. For every living, breathing, moving, molecule 

Saturated with living water and sacred promise, 

Filled, bursting to the brim with possibilities. 

We stand slack jawed with awe, 

At the wonder you have made flesh around us. 

 

In the turning of centuries, and the weaving of our traditions, 

We have sought you out. 

Sometimes foolishly; 

Sometimes selfishly; 

Sometimes sinfully; 

And yet almost always because we long to understand this sacred truth: 

We are not alone. 

 

You are with us. 

With us in Jesus Your Word made flesh, 

Alive among us. For us. ALL of us. 

The One who broke rules that restricted the glorious wonder in which we were made; 

The One who overturned our tables when we refused to make room; 

The One  who poured out everything, that we would see and know this truth: 

You long for nothing more, nor less, 

That we would rise from fear, and stand together, in your radiant hope. 

 

In Your loving grace that knows no bounds, 

That refuses our limits and follows Your way, 

We were bathed and blessed and sanctified. 

Your Spirit fills us with this living breath,  



That we in turn, would help You fill others, 

Bringing all Your marvelous diversity of human expression, 

And the living wonder of all creation, 

To abundant life. 

 

So we come to this place, 

A people rich with reason and wonder, 

To proclaim a power that prevails upon even a cross on a hill, 

Whose living promise we see made flesh even now, 

As we sing with the saints of our past, 

And those present here today, 

For the time, we long to come. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus MV# 206 "Holy, Holy, Holy"  

 Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might; 

 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is the One who comes, who comes in God’s name. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Remembering Jesus At Table 

Blessed is our brother Jesus 

Whose love and hope prevailed upon suffering and death 

Who gathered his sisters and brothers together 

And reminded us one and all of the promise we live for Your name’s sake 

He took the bread, and giving thanks, broke it. 

“This is my body, which is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

After supper, He also took the cup, and poured every last sacred drop. 

“This is the new covenant made in my blood.  Whenever you drink this, remember me.” 

 

Prayer of Self Giving 

In this bread, and from this cup, 

We taste the splendor of a hope and grace 

That will not be denied. 

That refreshes the waters that have kissed our souls 

And reminds us of the living promise we share 

A living promise that stands with us, even now, 

And proclaims: 

 

Affirmation of Memory and Hope  MV# 207 

 "Christ has died, Christ is risen. Christ will come again." 

 

Prayer of Transformation: 
Come then, Holy Spirit of our God, 

Brood over Your Creation again:  the bread and wine, 

These hearts and souls, 

This people and this Church that gathers, 

Hungry for the gospel of justice and peace 

Thirsty for the time being born even now. 

Creator, Christ and Spirit,  

Bless all we offer this day 

As we cast off the chains of fear, 

And stand in the glory of Your risen hope. 



 

Communion Hymn #198MV   "When We Gather at the Table" {English, French, English, French, English} 
        
Breaking  Bread & Pouring Wine  
The bread of life, broken for us all. 

The cup of blessing, poured out that we would have eternal life. 

The food of God, for all the people of God. 

Sisters and Brothers, come and eat.  Come and drink, for all is ready at the table of our God. 
 

Great Amen MV# 208 

 Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen! 

 

We Eat and Drink In Jesus’ Name 
 Anthem “A Celtic Prayer”   by Barry Peters 

  MV200  You are my body,  

  MV201  I am the bread of life,  

  MV202  Bread for the journey/Pain pour la route 
 

Prayer After Communion 

 We rise from this Table, O God: 

 filled with bread and wine and thanksgiving, 

 filled with the lessons of our past,  

 filled with the celebrations of this day. 

 We are ready to move into our promise-filled future, 

 So lead on, O God, lead on! 

 And all the people said: 

 Amen! 

 
Installation of the President:   
 
Executive Secretary: 
We present to you, Meggin King whom this Conference has elected to preside over its life and work until such 
time as her successor comes to office, that she may be installed in the office of President of Maritime 
Conference. 
 
President: 
Do you believe that you are called to the office of President of Conference and do you accept this trust?  

President-Elect: I do. 
 
President:          
Will you, with Christ’s people, be faithful in prayer and in the study of Scripture, that you may know the mind 
of Christ and boldly proclaim and interpret the Gospel of Christ by Word and Sacrament, that the people of 
God may be strengthened and that God’s gospel may be advanced? 

President-Elect: I will. 
 

President:  
Will you perform the duties of your office within the polity of The United Church of Canada? 

President-Elect: I will. 
Promises of Members of Conference *:  
 
President:  



Will you, the members of Maritime Conference, support and encourage Meggin King with your prayer and 
work? 

Members: We will.   
 
President:  Let us pray. 
Gracious God, whose Spirit has ever blessed the Church with varieties of gifts for the work of ministry, we 
thank you that you have blessed us with gifts that enrich our life together and strengthen our witness and 
service in the world.  Especially we thank you for the particular gifts that your servant, Meggin, brings to the 
office of President of Conference.  By your grace, enable her to exercise this ministry with wisdom and 
humour, courage and compassion, to the glory of your name, through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Send, O God, 
your Holy Spirit upon your servant, Meggin, that she may minister faithfully in the office of President of 
Maritime Conference.  People: Amen. 
 
Installation: 
I, Phillip Kennedy, President of Maritime Conference, do now install you, Meggin King as President of Maritime 
Conference and confer upon you all such obligations and authority as belongs to the Office. 
 
Presentation of Symbols   Stole, Bible, Gavel, Cane 
 
The Greeting 
 
Presentation of Past-President’s Stole   
 
Benediction * 
 Meggin says her benediction followed by: 

 

"Let us leave this place -  
- to go out into the world (Globe) 
- using our reason (Thinker),  
- experience (Cup),  
- tradition (Pitcher) 
- and the Word (Bible)  
- to be - Disciples of Jesus Christ (Cross). 
And to spread the Good News in the places we have been sent."     

 
Recessional HymnMV#212  "Sent out in Jesus Name".   
 
 


