
 

                                      

“Fiesta Buena!” 
 

A Banquet celebrating 

the Retirees and Jubilarians of 2013 

Saturday, May 25, 2013            4:30 pm 
 

 

  

 Thank you for joining us this evening 

at the Maritime Conference Centre, to 

celebrate the gifts these people have given to 

the world, through their lives within the 

United Church of Canada and beyond. 

 



RETIREES 

Rev. Dr. Amos Adeniyi 

Rev. Robert C. Biggar 

Rev. Sandra D. Carruthers 

Rev. David Cleveland 

Rev. Daniel J. Compton 

Rev. Catherine H. Gaw 

Rev. Daniel H. Gunn 

Rev. David R. Lutes 

Rev. Ivan L. Norton 

Rev. B. Galen Smith 

Rev. Dr. Diane P. Tingley

 

from Conference Positions: 

Ms. Marilyn Burrell      Mr. Stewart Hudson 

 

JUBILARIANS      

50 years   

Ms. Barbara M. Copp 

Rev. G. Paul Cumming 

Rev. Dr. Hugh A. Farquhar 

Rev. Robert A. Jones 

Rev. Alexander MacLean 

Rev. Wayne A. McCarther 

Rev. R. Laird Stirling 

Rev. J. Edward S. Tarrant 



 

55 years 

Rev. Robert A. Crooks 

Rev. W. Robert Hussey 

Rev. Vincent  Ihasz 

Rev. David  MacNaughton 

Rev. John W. Touchie 

 

60 years 

Rev. Ranald M. Cameron 

Rev. Gordon K. Stewart 

Rev. William D. Titus 

 

65 years 

Rev. George H. MacLean 

Rev. Samuel P. Shields 

Rev. K. Ruth  Stuart 

Rev. Anthony G. Ware 

 

70 years 

Rev. E. Victor  Moriarty 

 

75 years 

Rev. W. Grant MacDonald
 

 



Rev Amos Adeniyi    Retiree 

 

Amos Adeniyi was ordained into Methodist 

Church Nigeria order. In 1997, he moved to 

Canada for further studies at Acadia University in 

Wolfville, NS, where he obtained Masters of 

Divinity, Masters of Religious Education and Post 

Graduate Diploma in Prison Ministry. In 1993, 

he accepted a call from Edmundston St. Paul’s 

United Church Pastoral Charge as an ordained 

supply and was received into the order of Ministry 

of the United Church of Canada in 1996. During 

his seven year Ministry in Edmundston, he 

worked on his Doctor of Ministry program 

through Trinity International University, Deerfield 

(Chicago), Illinois, USA. He graduated in 1999. 

Keswick Ridge Pastoral Charge called him in the 

year 2000 and he ministered there until December 

2010. Since January 2011, he has started his 

private Counselling practice. He took early 

retirement in June 2012. He now resides in 

Fredericton with his family. 



Rev. Sandra Carruthers                           Retiree 

 

I grew up in the church as a daughter of a 

minister.  My dad, the Rev. Ellis Boyd, helped me 

get started working as lay minister for the 

Louisburg/Catalone charge for two summers 

while working on my teaching degree at Acadia 

University.  After university, teaching jobs were 

scarce, so I worked at ACTC in Tatamagouche 

and the Noel charge before teaching English for 

two years at Hants North.  I met my husband 

David in Tatamagouche while at ACTC and we 

were married 40 years ago this August. 

 

I continued to work in part time ministry in the 

Halifax-Dartmouth area when David started 

working as a biochemist at Dalhousie University.  

Our daughter, Sara, was born just prior to 

beginning as Christian Education Co-ordinator at 

Fairview United.  After starting courses part time 

at AST, I soon moved on to full time studies for 

ordination, as well as welcoming our son, James, 

to the family.  I was ordained in 1984 and spent 3 

½ years in the Newport Pastoral Charge before 

returning to ministry in Halifax at Bethany 

United.  Following five years at Bethany, I 

continued part time in Crossroads Pastoral Charge 

(Timberlea-Goodwood) while taking some 

continuing education courses. 



 

In 1996 I became minister at Stairs Memorial in 

Dartmouth.  After 9 years there I was diagnosed 

with fibromyalgia and found it necessary to take a 

year off.  I returned to part time ministry at Stairs 

and then just over three years for the 

Tatamagouche Pastoral Charge. 

 

While fibromyalgia made it necessary to shorten 

my time in ministry, I am grateful for the 

opportunity to serve the United Church.  

Currently David and I are retiring to 

Tatamagouche, building a new home, spending 

time with our new grandson, and enjoying 

involvement with our church, community and 

friends. 

 

Thanks be to God for many blessings! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. David Cleveland                Retiree 
 

A child of the sixties, lost in the seventies then 

saved and liberated, David determined to return  

to university to learn how his faith experience 

might benefit others. After earning a M. Div.  

from Chicago Theological Seminary in 1985,  

he was attracted by the progressive social 

theologies of the United Church. Sharon Saint 

John congregation in Stellarton became his 

spiritual home.  

  

Pictou presbytery appointed him to supply Forbes 

Memorial Charge the following year. Commuting 

to AST for the core United Church courses, David 

was ordained while supplying at Forest Hill 

Church in Fredericton and settled in the 

Nashwaak Charge. A call to Douglastown in the 

Miramichi was followed by a treasured decade in 

Loggieville-Black River. David also had 

opportunity to more briefly serve charges in in 

Eastern Guysborough, Clifton, Sheffield and 

Silver Falls before retiring to a slower paced 

ministry (when not travelling with his wife 

Raymonde.) 

  

 

 



Two achievements stand out in David’s memory. 

With a Roman Catholic sister and an Anglican 

priest, he helped found the annual Atlantic Social 

Justice Conference, initially hosted at St. Francis 

Xavier University and then relocated at ACTC for 

almost a decade before merging with Kairos. The 

second is his drama-based youth organization, 

NERO-NB, celebrating its twentieth year in 

Fredericton.  

 

All my days will be touched with fond memories 

of ministry because of the people who helped 

build those experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev Daniel J. Compton                Retiree 

 

      As I approach retirement and I think back over 

the past 35 years when Polly Ervin and others laid 

hands on a goodly number of us, ordaining us for 

ministry, the question I would ask myself 

is...Would I do it again knowing all that I know 

now? The Answer would be an unqualified 

...YES! Not even a doubt. I feel like the most 

fortunate of people to have had the experiences, 

the adventures, the joys and the pain of being 

included in so many peoples’ lives at such a 

personal level. I think of the hundreds of 

baptisms, weddings and funerals and the inclusion 

in so many very personal life situations and events 

where I could offer support, compassion or 

encouragement. It is truly a privilege and I didn’t 

take it lightly but with humility and gratitude. One 

never feels totally competent where it involves 

people’s lives and my prayer was “Jesus, help me 

be at the right place at the right time with the right 

people doing and saying the right things.”  

    My faith journey took on a life for me while a 

student at The University of P.E.I. and with the 

encouragement of people like Rev. Hugh McLean 

and Rev Ted McDougall as well as many who 

didn’t even realize they were being used by God 

to give my life direction. The two things I was 

looking for is what my newly encouraged faith in 



Jesus Christ gave me; meaning and purpose. As I 

walked forward in faith, doors were opened that 

lead to a life I could never have imagined. 

Oh there were some great highs and some dismal 

lows but in the end I believe as St Paul wrote “that 

we know in all things God works together for the 

good of those who love God and are called 

according to his purpose.( Romans 8:28) In many 

ways my understanding of God has changed but 

my love for God has continued to increase. 

     A verse of a poem/song I wrote expresses it 

this way: 

            Walking on a sandy beach, see the waves 

roll and reach, breaking, spilling, in the sand. 

          Who knows where the waves go, it doesn’t 

really matter, their following an unseen plan. 

                      See the tides they ebb and flow; life 

is not a destination so just let it go. 

It will always be so. 

     For those I have hindered or hurt, I would ask 

forgiveness. For those who have been helped and 

encouraged in their faith...To God be the glory.  

 I’m looking forward in faith to the next 

adventure. 

 

  



Rev. Catherine Gaw                         Retiree 

 

“Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and 

stewards of God’s mysteries”. (I Corinthians 4:1) 

 

What a mystery this life of ministry has been! It 

has included a transition from summer mission 

fields in Hamilton, ON, Pas Trail (Sk) and 

Cloudslee (ON) to a three point pastoral charge 

which straddled the Manitoba-Saskatchewan 

border, to a one point charge in Melville 

Saskatchewan to a return to Sackville, NB and the 

ministry of Executive Secretary, and ending with 

a thoughtful, challenging ministry in a time of 

great change with the Sackville Pastoral Charge.   

To have been entrusted by Montreal and Ottawa 

Conference to be welcomed as a member of the 

Order of Ministry in 1979 was a blessing. And the 

blessings flowed throughout my 33 and a half 

years of ordained ministry. It was a time when 

women were beginning to accept the call in 

greater numbers.  

 

It was a time when we were opened to new 

possibility with inclusive language and liberation 

theology. It was a time when the church began its 

journey of growth through its discernment around 

human sexuality. It was a time when we began the 

long overdue reflection upon our relationship with 



the first nations of this land. It was a time when 

we moved from furnished manses and once ‘in a 

life time moves’ to a growing awareness that our 

stewardship was of the gospel itself. It was a time 

of great faithfulness by those who chose to travel 

together as the mystery of God led us to find new 

ways of being the church. 

 

Whether I was in a small congregation on the 

prairies, in a gathering of several hundred at 

Maritime Conference annual meeting, or sitting 

with a group discerning how to faithfully serve 

God in the Sackville community, I have been 

richly blessed by so many.  

 

And always, always the presence of God-Creator, 

Word and Spirit. Thanks be to God! 

Mine is an early retirement, not to say my 

ministry is over. I await with open heart, God’s 

next mystery into which I will step with faith that 

God will be there before, ahead, above and within 

me. 

 

May it be so. May it be so. 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Daniel H. Gunn                         Retiree 

 

Dan grew up in “the Manse”, in a family of four 

boys and one girl, the children of Rev. Eldon and 

Janet Gunn.  He married Laurie Robertson in 

1972.  He was ordained in 1975 and settled in 

King’s Point, Newfoundland. 

Dan got off to a slow start in ministry.  After the 

death of their first child, he took a couple of years 

off and went back to working in the woods and 

doing carpentry work. The woods and rivers have 

always been a place of retreat and recreation for 

him. 

Dan soon felt called back to the Ordained 

Ministry and has worked full time for almost 35 

years, enjoying wonderful relationships with 5 

pastoral charges, all in Nova Scotia: River-John-

West Branch, St. Peter’s-Grand River-Loch 

Lomond, Great Village, Brunswick Street 

(Truro),  and Clifton.  Dan has also worked in a 

number of part-time appointments and continues 

to do so. 

Dan and Laurie live in the Truro Area.  They have 

four children, four grandchildren and another 

grandchild on the way!  

 

 

 

 



Rev. David L. Lutes                         Retiree 

 

David graduated from the University of New 

Brunswick with a Business Administration 

Degree in 1975. He spent the next seven years 

working for a living mostly in the Insurance 

industry. After returning home to Moncton, he 

became more involved in his home church, 

Central United and while there felt the 

unmistakable tug or push toward ordained 

ministry.  

After ordination in 1985 his first charge was 

Caledonia Pastoral Charge. Forestry and tourism 

were two industries in the area. While in 

Caledonia David met and married his wife 

Dorothy.  

After Caledonia it was on to Clifton Pastoral 

Charge comprising- Old Barns(dairy farming 

area) and Hilden( bedroom community of Truro). 

Next it was the good folks from the tourist village 

of Baddeck Cape Breton who issued a call. 

Besides Baddeck he also served the communities 

of Baddeck Forks and Middle River. After leaving 

Baddeck David returned to his home province of 

New Brunswick and settled into the mining 

community of Minto. In 2004 David returned to 

the Truro area to serve the two point charge of 

Brunswick St.- North River.  



In retirement David has come full circle and is 

now providing ministry to Caledonia Pastoral 

Charge on a part time basis. In looking back over 

28 years of ministry there have been a wide 

variety of ministry experiences. There have been 

many challenges and many fond memories. No 

matter where he has been he has seen the 

importance of pastoral care to meet the needs of 

some very beautiful people in their own special 

journeys of faith.   



Rev. Ivan L. Norton, B.A., M.Div.        Retiree 
  

Ivan was born at Kentville, in the Annapolis 

Valley and grew up at Canning, attending schools 

there before taking up studies at Acadia 

University. It was there that he met Judy. She was 

born in Newport, Rhode Island, and had returned 

to her mother’s native province to attend 

university. Ivan completed studies at Atlantic 

School of Theology and was ordained by 

Maritime Conference in May 1975.    

 

While at AST he served the Ste. Croix Pastoral 

Charge in rural Hants County, during which time 

their son, James, was born.  Upon ordination Ivan 

was settled in the St. Ann’s Pastoral Charge in 

Victoria County.  In 1976 the Nortons moved to 

the West Cornwallis Pastoral Charge at 

Berwick. Beth Ann was born in Berwick and it 

was during that time that they commenced their 

association with the Berwick United Church 

Camp.  

  

In 1984 Ivan accepted a call to Fort Massey 

United Church, Halifax, serving there for nine 

years until he was called to First United Church, 

Truro.  During the years that the Nortons were in 

Halifax, Jamie and Beth Ann grew up on 

Cambridge St.  Judy completed her Master of 



Theological Studies degree and Ivan had the 

privilege of serving with the good people of Fort 

Massey. 

  

In the spring of 1997 Judy and Ivan had the good 

fortune to be approached by Bridgewater United 

Church where they served in team ministry until 

they retired August 1, 2012.  They continue to live 

at Bridgewater where Ivan remains active in 

ecumenical affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev B. Galen Smith                         Retiree 
 

B. Galen Smith was raised in Moncton, New 

Brunswick and spent the middle school years in 

Halifax, Nova Scotia.   She graduated from U. P. 

E. I. with an Arts degree in 1971 and then worked 

in the university library.  She also attended 

Holland College, receiving a weaving 

certification.    

 

She has been married to Richard Smith for a very 

long time - just ask him.  They have three adult 

children, Kim, Duncan and Matthew and three 

granddaughters, Chelsea, Ashleigh, and Isabel.  

(There is also another bundle of joy on the way.) 

It goes without saying, that they are all very 

special.        

 

In September, 2004 I began classes at the Atlantic 

School of Theology and was ordained in May, 

2008.   My minister at that time was the Rev. 

Harry Crawford and he was instrumental in my 

answering “that call that would not go away”.  I 

interned at Langley United in Langley, British 

Columbia.   I was worried that the church had to 

go that far away to find me an acceptable site.   

My Mother said the United Church was not afraid 

to invest some money into me. :)     Thank you, 

U.C.C.!   I also had a very special educational 



supervisor, the Rev. Jane Johnson.  “Nuff” said, 

for those of you who know her, and you are 

missing out on a pleasure if you haven’t had the 

joy of her acquaintance.  I was blessed with my 

settlement to the Rexton Pastoral Charge in the 

Chignecto Presbytery.   It has been all I ever 

envisioned about ministry and more.   

 

My husband and I are now looking forward to a 

retirement together in Mundleville, N.B.  It’s not 

that big a place, so if you are passing by, do drop 

in. 

 

  



Rev. Dr. Diane Tingley                Retiree 

 

Diane began ministry with the UCC as 

Candidature Supply in 1990.  She was ordained 

by Maritime Conference in 1991.  Diane served 

the Maritime pastoral charges of Kingsley-

Birdton, Stewiacke, St. Croix, and Bedford 

United.  For nine years she was also Sessional 

Lecturer at the Atlantic School of Theology.   

 

Throughout her ministry, Diane facilitated 

numerous congregational workshops to assist 

congregations struggling with changing times and 

its impact on the life and work of their faith 

communities.  Following her doctoral studies at 

the Episcopal School of Divinity in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, she facilitated workshops for 

ministry personnel who were accompanying 

congregations and individuals in the aftermath of 

pastoral sexual misconduct.  She also facilitated 

workshops for faith communities examining 

marriage policies that limited marriage 

ceremonies to heterosexual couples.  Diane was a 

member and co-chair of the National Sexism 

Committee, member of the Maritime Conference 

“Churches in Solidarity with Women 

Committee,” member and chair of the Conference 

“Churches in Transition Committee” and its 

various configurations, as well as member and 



chair of the Conference “Sexual Abuse 

Committee.”   

 

When, in 1999, Diane made the decision to 

function as an out lesbian minister, many church 

doors were closed to her.  She will be forever 

grateful to the people of Sweet’s Corner, St. 

Croix, and Ardoise for their gracious welcome 

and risk during a short time of ministry with them.  

She also holds deep gratitude for the beautiful 

people of Bedford United who enfolded her 

within their ministries so she could know more 

fully the many rich blessings of a ministry 

vocation!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Marilyn Burrell   

                       Retiree from Conference Position 

 

During her 11 years as the AVEL Coordinator for 

Maritime Conference, Marilyn has witnessed the 

changing world of resource sharing: from videos 

to DVDs, from booklets to downloadable online 

guides, from printed annual updates to the current 

online catalogue, from mostly phone orders to 

90% email and online orders, and from her office 

space in Sackville United Church, moving to the 

new Maritime Conference Centre AVEL room - 

lots of change.  

 

Yet during these 11 years of change, one thing has 

been consistent and that is Marilyn’s deep 

appreciation for the ministry of faith formation 

that is part of our church’s life and her desire to 

provide helpful resources to all the churches of 

Maritime Conference. Marilyn has a deep 

commitment to the United Church of Canada and 

would say that “to serve the church through my 

work with AVEL has been a great privilege.  

 

Through the AVEL office I have enjoyed 

wonderful connections with people throughout the 

Maritimes, and as I leave this office I wish all of 

them continued blessings on their faithful 

attention to educational programming in their 



congregations. I leave feeling only gratitude for 

the time we have shared in this ministry.”  

 

Retirement will not be idle time however, as 

Marilyn continues to offer spiritual guidance and 

shares in the leadership of the Atlantic Jubilee 

Program in Spiritual Deepening and Spiritual 

Guidance as well as her church’s spiritual 

practices group for young teens. And in her spare 

time? Maybe some sewing, some reading, and 

some fun and frolic with her two little grand’s.  

 



Stewart Wharton Hudson     

                       Retiree from Conference Position 

 

 I was born in Saint John NB on May 5, 

1932.  Shortly after my birth, our family moved to 

Moncton.    In grade 4, in Rothesay Collegiate 

School, I was a poster boy for an anti-bullying 

campaign!  I weathered all that and ended staying 

ten years there.  I graduated, with the Governor-

General’s Gold Medal, received a scholarship to 

Queen’s University, graduating with a B. Com.   

I started work in Moncton, and soon went to 

a dance at the Y, where a friend of mine said I 

should see this girl.  I did that.  I was soon 

married to this person who became the proverbial 

“light of my life”.  The best thing that I ever did in 

my life was marry Betty Sear from Sussex! 

The vagaries of the business world saw us 

moving to Bathurst, with a baby daughter in the 

back seat of the Volkswagen Bug.  Two and a half 

years there, and after obtaining my CA 

designation moved to Saint John, with the 

addition of a boy in the back seat.  I became a 

partner in the firm and then moved backed to 

Moncton.  A third child, a daughter, was born 

there.  We had moved to a home in which we 

ended staying for thirty-five years. 

My work had always included a lot of audits 

and accounting and other assistance for public 



bodies, such as municipalities, hospitals and other 

not-for-profit organizations, even churches.  It 

also included a lot of smaller businesses which I 

delighted in seeing expand and grow, sometimes 

with my assistance. 

I was brought up an Anglican and had even 

considered ministry as a youth but had some 

troubles with the party line.  .  My wife persuaded 

me to attend United Churches, so that we ended 

up at Mount Royal United in Moncton, where I 

was Treasurer and also Chair of Council for 

several years. 

I was quite active in the community,  

Commodore of the Yacht Club , president of 

Jaycees, Treasurer and eventually President of the 

Y(my wife also became President, a situation, I 

am told, that is unique in the annals of the Y in 

Canada, where a husband and wife have both been 

Presidents of a local Y). The CAs of NB awarded 

me a fellowship designation twenty-five odd years 

ago.   I ended up as a partner in the Canadian arm 

of KPMG.   

When I retired, my health was good, so I 

continued working at assisting some businesses 

and non-profits with their accounting.   

Somewhere among announcements in the 

paper appeared a request for treasurer of Maritime 

Conference Fund of The United Church of 

Canada.  I applied, was interviewed, and accepted 



for a three-year stint.  When I reflect back, I am 

surprised to find that I have spent almost one-

quarter of my life as Treasurer for Maritime 

Conference.  It must have been fun, as I would not 

have put that much of my life in something that I 

did not enjoy!  I thank all that were a part of that 

period of my life.  The girls and boys there now, 

as well as those preceding, all of whom except 

Shirley Streatch are still living, were what made 

the experience so memorable to me.   

It was fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Paul Cumming             Jubilarian 50 years 

 

Paul Cumming is married to the former 

Rosemary Sweet of Halifax, N.S. They have two 

daughters Rebecca of Toronto and Lindsey of 

Fredericton, N.B. He a son of the United Church 

manse being born in Grand Falls New Brunswick 

to Rev. Ted and Leonie MacNeill Cumming. 

Paul’s home of childhood and youth was 

Middleton Annapolis Co., Nova Scotia. His 

education took place at Middleton Regional High 

School; Mount Allison University; Pine Hill 

Divinity Hall and Christian Theological Seminary 

in Indianapolis Indiana (Master of Ministry). Paul 

was ordained by the Maritime Conference in June 

of 1963, the location was Sackville United 

Church. He served in four Home Mission Fields 

and one Lay Ministry Pastoral Charge all in the 

West before Ordination. They were--

Bangor Sask., Wallard Sask., Sunnynook Alberta 

and Robsart Sask. The Lay Charge was Saltcoats 

Sask. 

During his ministry Paul served the 

Burlington-Avondale Pastoral Charge Hants co., 

N.S., associate Minister at First St., Andrew’s 

United Church, London, Ontario, St. Mark’s 

United Church St. Thomas Ont., Washington St., 

Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis Indiana, 

Bridgewater United Church N. S., Nashwaaksis 



United Church Fredericton N.B., and Wesley 

Memorial United Church, Moncton, N.B. 

Following retirement Paul served both St. John’s 

United Church and Mountain View United 

Church in Moncton N.B. For the past six years 

Paul and Rosemary have been living in their home 

in Seabright N.S. not far from Peggy’s Cove. 

They happily attend William Black United 

Church in Glen Margaret N.S. where Paul is in the 

choir and both Paul and Rosemary are active on 

the church Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Dr. Hugh A. Farquhar          

         Jubilarian 50 years 

 

I’m Hugh Farquhar, a native Nova Scotian, 

presently living in Riverview, NB, where I was 

minister at St. Paul’s United Church for eighteen 

years and now have the honour to serve as 

Minister Emeritus. Prior to that I served 

congregations in Tabusintac, NB, Summerside, 

PEI, and Pictou, NS. I’m a graduate of Dalhousie 

University and Pine Hill Divinity Hall, and 

engaged in postgraduate studies in Biblical 

Languages and Literature at Andover-Newton 

Theological School, Boston, the University of 

Aberdeen, Scotland, and the Graduate Theological 

Foundation, South Bend, Indiana.  

 

Throughout my career I have been fortunate to be 

able to combine pastoral, academic teaching, and 

music ministries. In the larger Church my 

involvement has primarily been in the MPE 

network at Presbytery, Conference and National 

levels. In retirement I have been teaching jn the 

Adult Certificate Program at AST, writing, acting 

as Chaplain to the ministers in Chignecto 

Presbytery, and providing supply to neighbouring 

Pastoral Charges. I have two sons and two 

daughters, all living with their spouses in the 

Moncton area.  



Their mother, Dorothy, well known in the 

Conference for her musical contributions, died in 

1994. I subsequently married Claudette Derdaele, 

a lay minister in the Roman Catholic Church.  

 

Pivotal in my decision to become a minister were 

the words of hymn writer Isaac Watts, “Love so 

amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my 

all.” And regarding these 50 years in ministry I 

have no hesitation in saying “I would decide to do 

it all again in a heartbeat!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Bob Jones           Jubilarian 50 years 

Born and raised in Petitcodiac, a member of the 

Baptist Church back in the “good old days” when 

Baptist and United Churches did things together. 

On my first Sunday, following ordination in a 

Baptist Church in the Annapolis Valley, when I 

appeared wearing a clerical collar, one of the 

ladies was overheard saying: “His wife’s United, 

you know.” 

Many years later, having retired from Military 

Chaplaincy, I served a church in Vernon, just 

south of Ottawa - with a combined Baptist and 

United Membership. This included an invitation 

to attend Ottawa Presbytery which in the late 

1980’s was struggling with the issue of gay 

ordination. I was impressed with the way in which 

the church was on the leading edge of the question 

and so I began proceedings for “crossing the 

floor”. 

In 1990, I applied to fill a vacancy in Petitcodiac 

and the rest is history. 

The “Beulah Land” (see Pilgrim’s Progress) of 

my career has been 14 years on the staff of 

Wilmot United Church in Fredericton from which 

I recently retired with the reward of Minister 

Emeritus. 

 

 



Rev Alexander F. (Sandy) MacLean      

                             Jubilarian  50 years 

 

Sandy is a son of the manse, born in Fredericton, 

moving on to Sydney and later Charlottetown.   

He graduated from Dalhousie University and Pine 

Hill Divinity Hall and was ordained in 1963. 

 

He has served three pastoral charges in New 

Brunswick, three in Nova Scotia and one in 

Newfoundland and Bermuda (RS).  He is grateful 

for the opportunity to have shared in Mission and 

Ministry with enthusiastic people in every 

pastoral setting.  Sandy has taken an active role in 

various Presbytery, Conference and General 

Council committees. 

 

Sandy is married to Lila who has always taken an 

active leadership role in congregational life.  They 

have two sons Stephen (Laurie) and Gregory 

(Darlene) and three grandchildren. 

Sandy and Lila reside in Truro and claim First 

United Church as their church home. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Reverend Wayne Austin McCarther                    

                                     Jubilarian  50 years 

 

The Reverend Wayne A. McCarther was born in 

Maccan, Cumberland County, Nova Scotia on 14 

March 1939.  He is the eldest son of the late 

Henry and Laura (Mattatall) McCarther. He 

attended Primary School in Maccan, River Hebert 

Rural High School graduating in 1957. He entered 

Mount Allison University that fall in the Bachelor 

of Arts degree program majoring in Psychology 

with a double minor in Greek and Philosophy 

graduating in !961. His graduate studies were held 

at Pine Hill Divinity Hall in Halifax where he 

received his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1963 

and his Master of Divinity in 1974.  He also did 

graduate work at the University de Moncton in the 

field of Education and Princeton Theological 

Seminary in the field of Family and Crises 

counseling. 

Wayne served Mission Fields in Cardigan, N.B., 

Pleasant Bay, Cape Breton, Guysborough, N.S., 

Sedalia, Alta., Reserve Mines and Marion Bridge 

in Cape Breton.   Following Ordination by the 

Maritime Conference on 9 June 1963 to the 

Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care, 

he was settled on the historic St. Ann’s Pastoral 

Charge on the Cabot Trail. In 1966 he was called 

to the St. Andrew’s United Church in Sydney and 



in 1970 to Knox United in Glace Bay. In 1974 he 

became Minister of St. Paul’s United Church in 

Riverview, N.B. In 1981 he was called to the 

Sackville United Church and stayed there for 

thirteen years and one month, the longest 

pastorate in the 200 year history of the 

Charge.  Then in 1994 he was called as the 

District Director of the Canadian Bible Society in 

Nova Scotia and in the fourteen years and seven 

months of that glorious ministry preached in 917 

Churches of all denominations, travelled literally 

around the world in the year 2000 visiting 

England, Egypt, Ukraine, Hong Kong and China 

and raised thousands of dollars for the printing 

and distribution of Bibles in the languages of the 

people of these countries.  

Retiring in 2009 Wayne and Carolyn moved from 

Halifax to Amherst and built a spacious bungalow 

on the Corner of Abby Rd. and East Victoria 

Street.  Having described his father as the most 

successful failure at retirement of anyone he has 

ever known, he followed in his father’s footsteps 

and after twenty months of retirement was called 

to St. Andrews Wesley United Church in 

Springhill and is now in his third year of ministry.  

He chaired and was Secretary of Sydney and 

Chignecto Presbyteries, chaired Ministry 

and Personal as well as Pastoral Oversight 

Committees. He was a charter member of the 



Pastoral Care Department of the Moncton City 

Hospital, founded the Pastoral Care department in 

the Sackville Memorial Hospital and the United 

Church Home for Senior Citizens in 

Sackville.  He directed thirty Seven Proclamation 

Events in sixteen counties in Nova Scotia as well 

as Directing seventeen Walk Thru the Old 

Testament Seminars.  He is a fifty year member of 

the Masonic Lodge and a 32 degree Scottish Rite 

Mason. 

Wayne is married to Carolyn (Morse) R.N. and 

they have two daughters Angela married to Steven 

Locke in Cornwall, P.E.I with three children, 

Shannon, Matthew and Lauren,  and Alison 

married to Scott Richardson in Timberlea, N.S 

with triplets David, Noah and Grace all of whom 

we are very proud. 

Wayne has just published his autobiography, ONE 

GLORIOUS MINISTRY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. R. Laird Stirling          Jubilarian 50 years 

Rev. R. Laird Stirling, BA, MDiv was born in 

Noranda, PQ in 1938.  He was educated at 

McMaster University, Hamilton, ON and Pine 

Hill Divinity Hall, Halifax, NS.  His ordination 

took place in 1963 at which time he served as a 

parish minister at the River and Lakeside Pastoral 

Charge in rural Cape Breton.  In 1966, he moved 

his wife, Carolyn (Wilson), and their three young 

children to the Lucknow Pastoral Charge in 

Ontario.  From there, the family moved to 

Yarmouth, NS where Laird served the 

congregation of Beacon United Church.  The next 

move took the family to Grace United Church in 

Dartmouth, NS.  In 1977, he moved into Hospital 

Chaplaincy duties in Halifax for the United 

Church. 

Laird then brought his ministry into the public 

service when he put his name forward for 

provincial politics.  He was successful in his run 

for MLA, Dartmouth North, in 1978, 1981, and 

1984.  He became the first clergyman elected to 

the NS Legislature.  During his ten years in the 

provincial government, Laird served as Cabinet 

Minister for the departments of Social Services, 

Municipal Affairs, Consumer Affairs, 

Environment, Human Rights Act and Chair, 

Social Development Policy Board. 



In 1989, he returned to the ministry, serving in an 

interim capacity for the congregation of St. James 

United in Dartmouth, NS.  He then took his 

ministry to Stairs Memorial United Church in 

North Dartmouth where he spent his longest term 

with a congregation – from 1989 to 1996.  He and 

his wife and family continue to worship at Stairs, 

where he was named Minister Emeritus (1997) 

after his retirement in 1996. 

Laird has spent his life also volunteering in the 

church community through service on Presbytery, 

Conference and National Boards.  He is past-

president, Ministerial Association (Dartmouth, 

Yarmouth), former Pine Hill Board of Governors 

member (1992-98) and participated in the World 

Council of Churches meeting, Nairobi, Kenya.  In 

his community he has served as past-president of 

the Metro Boys and Girls Club and the Rotary 

Club of Dartmouth.  He received the Founders 

from Credit Union Nova Scotia and served for 25 

years with Scouts Canada.   Most recently, he 

volunteered along with his wife at the food bank, 

hosted at Stairs Memorial United Church. 

He is a very proud grandfather to his four 

grandchildren, Georgia, Emma, Alec and 

Nathan.  He and Carolyn continue to enjoy travel, 

family, book clubs and worshipping in their 

community. 



Rev. James Edward Tarrant                               

            Jubilarian 50 years 

James Edward “Bud” Tarrant was born in 

Montreal, Quebec, in1931, and moved to the 

Eastern Townships at an early age.  After high 

school, Bud went to work for the Bell Telephone 

Company.  After five years in the Bell, Bud joined 

the Royal Canadian Navy, and spent his 

enlistment as an electrician. 

This was followed by Mount Allison University, 

where he entered as a “short course” Theology 

student.  But after passing all his courses, even the 

dreaded Greek, he decided to extend his course, 

and received his Bachelor of Arts in 1960.  He 

then entered Pine Hill Divinity Hall, receiving his 

M.Th. in 1963. 

Bud’s first Pastoral Charge was Gaspe, Que., 

where the family were welcomed enthusiastically.  

His first daughter, Chris, was born there in 1964, 

much to the congregation’s delight! 

But then decided to sign on for three years as a 

Naval Padre, and he was posted to Victoria, B.C. 

as a Fleet Chaplain on the west coast, spending 

three months out of every six sailing the Pacific 

Ocean.  Peggy was born a month after he left on a 

three month cruise during this period!  At the end 

of his enlistment, he returned to the civilian 



ministry and to the East Coast.  Besides Gaspe, 

Bud served pastorates in New Mills, St. Stephen, 

Fredericton and Nackawick in New Brunswick 

and Truro and Dartmouth in Nova Scotia. 

Bud and Bunnie have two daughters – Christ, who 

has three children and four grandchildren, and 

Peggy, who has one son. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Robert A Crooks   B.A., M.Div., A.Mus. 

(McGill)                              Jubilarian 55 years 

 

Bob was born in Sydney, N.S. where he received 

his early academic education as well as private 

instruction in piano and organ.  Active in all youth 

programs in St. Andrews United Church, he 

became a candidate for ministry from there in 

1950. 

Prior to that Bob was organist and choir director 

in the United Baptist Church in Charlottetown and 

taught music in West Kent School as well as 

privately.  Graduating from Prince of Wales 

College he completed his B.A. at Dalhousie 

University and his M.Div. at Pine Hill Divinity 

Hall.  He was ordained in 1958. 

Bob has served charges in three Maritime 

Provinces, as well as three charges in Ontario.  

While in the Maritimes Bob was Conference 

organist for ten years.  In 1984 he was elected 

President of Conference, following which, he 

served on General Council executive for several 

years. 

Since retirement Bob has been living in Truro 

with his wife, Margery, where they have been 

active in First United Church.  They have four 

adult children, Jamie, Cathie, Chris and Tim, and 

several grandchildren.  

 



Rev. Bob Hussey          Jubilarian 55 years 
 

I was born and brought up in Marion Bridge, 

Cape Breton. I graduated from Sydney Academy 

and got my arts degree at Mt. A. Took my 

theology at Pine Hill. Served the church for 6 

years and then took a leave of absence to 

complete my Master’s degree at McGill and then 

returned to regular pastorate. I served in active 

ministry in 8 provinces until I retired. Then I did 

supply for 6 years. And my last two and a half 

years as service supply at United Baptist Church 

in Sydney. Now I am fully retired and we are 

enjoying our life in Marion Bridge. Sandi’s family 

is nearby in Sydney and my family is around us. 

We are happy to be able to travel together.  

  



Rev. Vince Ihaz                     Jubilarian 55 years 

  

Vince Ihasz was born on Easter Sunday, April 1st, 

1934. - also April Fool’s Day.  He is the third of 

five children born to Rose and Louis 

Ihasz.  Vince’s parents and two older brothers, 

Alec and Frank, immigraated to Canada from 

Hungary in the late twenties, settling in Whitney 

Pier, Cape Breton.  Vince was the first of the 

Ihasz clan born in Canada.  He was followed by 

his brother, Louis and sister Mary. 
 

Growing up in Whitney Pier, Vince attended 

Sydney Academy.  After high school, he headed 

to Mount Allison University, graduating in 1956 

with a Bachelor of Arts Degree. Pine Hill Divinity 

Hall in Halifax was the next stop for Vince.  He 

graduated with his Masters of Divinity and was 

ordained by the Maritime Conference into the 

United Church of Canada in 1958.  It was during 

his year as “Pope” at Pine Hill that Vince was also 

the recipient of the Graham Fraser Residence 

Award. 
 

These were busy years!  On November 21st, 1959 

Vince married Anne Swindells and they are the 

proud parents of two daughters, Janet (Grant) 

MacLean and Anne Louise (Jacques) Desrosiers.  

It’s hard to say if it was one particular calling that 

led Vince to the ministry.  It was probably 



many.  Since childhood, religion had always been 

a strong influence in Vince’s life, whether it was 

through his church growing up, his community, 

his teachers and professors, or his family and 

friends. 
 

Vince has served pastoral charges in Millerton, 

N.B., Bethany United in Halifax, Brookfield-

Middle Stewiacke, Stairs Memorial in Dartmouth, 

and Central United, Luneneburg, all in 

NovaScotia.  Throughout his ministry he has been 

very active in Presbytery, Conference and General 

Council.  Vince is known as a good debater--one 

to speak his mind and never to shy away from 

controversy. 
 

He served two years as Chair of the Pine Hill 

Board of Governors and was president of 

Maritime Conference 1986-1987 and was 

commissioner to four General Councils.  Vince 

has also served in the Primary Reserve of Canada 

(Navy) as a Chaplain, attaining the rank of Lt. 

Commander. 

  

Over the years, Vince enjoyed many outside 

activities such as his love of reading, playing the 

trumpet, the cottage at Brule Point, the Masons, 

Shriners and Rotary. Vince and Anne are proud 

grandparents of Logan and Rachel Kennedy 

MacLean and Anna and Luc Desrosiers. 



 Rev. David N. MacNaughton   

          Jubilarian 55 years 
 

David Neil MacNaughton was born in Glace Bay, 

Cape Breton in 1935, graduating from Morrison 

High School in 1953.  During this time he worked 

in the Co-op Store, DOSCO general office and the 

Sydney Steel Plant.  He was recommended as a 

Candidate for Ministry by Knox United Church. 

After graduating from Mount Allison University 

in 1956, and Pine Hill Divinity Hall in 1958, he 

did post-graduate studies at Pine Hill and 

Princeton Theological Seminary.  He served on 

mission fields in Neidpath and Rapid View, 

Saskatchewan, and Marcil, Gaspe Coast, Quebec.  

He is a graduate of the Commercial Safety 

College in Masstown, N.S., and served as a 

U.N.T.D. cadet in the Royal Canadian Navy 

(reserve). 
 

Following Ordination in June, 1958, he married 

Nancy Munro, Truro.  They have been blessed 

with three sons:  Scott (Willa), Sandy (Terry 

Anne), and Peter (Colleen); and five 

grandchildren:  Joshua, Spencer, Myles, Noah and 

Hannah. 
 

Pastorates served:  Escuminac Pastoral Charge on 

the Gaspe Coast in Quebec (1958-1960); St. 

Andrew’s United Church, Halifax, N.S. (1960-



1966); Central and First South United Churches, 

Lunenburg, N.S. (1966-1974); First United 

Church, Truro, N.S. (1974-1986); Trinity United 

Church, Charlottetown, P.E.I (1986-1997). 
 

He is the author of three books:   The Beatitudes 

And Their Relevance For Today,  Running Away 

Is Not The Answer (Psalms), and Coping With 

Life, and was a contributing author to the booklet 

entitled The Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms, a study guide prepared for the 

Maritime Conference, April 1, 1986.  He had the 

pleasure to serve on various Church Committees 

at the Presbytery and Conference levels, and was 

privileged to attend four General Councils as a 

Commissioner. 
 

The Truro Rotary Club made him a Paul Harris 

Fellow, and he is in his twenty-third year as 

Chaplain of the Truro Fire Brigade. 

Since his retirement in 1997, he served as the 

Minister of Visitation at First United Church, 

Truro until 2009, and in 2010 was designated 

Minister Emeritus. 
 

David enjoys reading, writing, walking 

photography, horseshoes, gardening and spending 

time with his family at his cottage at Spencer’s 

Point.  



Rev. Ranald Cameron  

         Jubilarian 60 years 

 

I was born in Niagara Falls Ontario on March 3, 

1926. I was the fourth child in a family of seven 

of Neven and Florence Cameron. My family 

moved back to Whitney Pier, Sydney, Cape 

Breton where I grew up. I attended Trinity United 

Church and became involved with the United 

Church Mission at Whitney Pier. I taught Sunday 

School and was the leader of the boys group. 

In 1944 I volunteered for military service in the 

army. When basic training was finished the war, 

thankfully, had ended and I returned to Sydney to 

complete high school. Upon graduation from 

Sydney Academy I responded to the call to 

ministry and enrolled at Mount Allison University 

and then on to Pine Hill Divinity College. While 

at university I served in Mission Fields in Spears 

Saskatchewan, Shubenacadie Nova Scotia, and 

Loch Lomand Cape Breton. After ordination I 

served charges in Weymouth N.S., Whycocomagh 

N.S., Bedeque P.E.I., St. John N.B., Brookfield 

N.S., Sussex N.B., and Cornwall P.E.I. After 

retirement in 1991 I served as temporary supply in 

Trinity United, Charlottetown, St. Andrew’s 

United, Vernon Bridge P.E.I., and Clyde River 

United Baptist ,Clyde River, P.E.I. I have always 

had a great interest in youth and have led boys 



groups or youth groups in every congregation as 

well as camp leader at Camp Abegweit. 

I met my wife Jean MacPherson in Sackville N.B. 

and we were married in 1950. We have three 

daughters, Ann, Kathy and Heather and two sons 

[deceased] Neven and Ranald. We live in 

Cornwall, PEI and delight in our family of 3 

daughters, 9 grandchildren and 14 great-

grandchildren. 

 

Life requires many changes and challenges and 

with all the Pastoral Charges I have served I have 

been blessed with people who have encouraged 

me and accepted me as we journeyed together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Gordon K. Stewart, M.A., M.Div.   

      Jubilarian 60 years 
 
I was born in Lachine, Quebec, of Irish immigrant 

parents.  Dad was brought up in the Church of 

Ireland but as a young man floated over to the 

Plymouth Brethren just in time to meet Mother as 

she and her family were leaving the Brethren for 

the Congregationalists.  I grew up in Montreal with 

one foot in each camp.  Then through my sister who 

was eleven years older I came in contact with the 

Society of Friends (Quakers) and sometimes 

worshipped with them.  All this, of course, against 

the background of a French Catholic Quebec in the 

days of the “two solitudes”. 

With that kind of muddled or “oecumenical” 

heritage it seems fitting as well as perhaps 

inevitable that I ended up in the United Church 

when mother’s Congregationalists entered the 

Union in 1925 and finally entered the United 

Church Ministry. 

I spent several years in Britain during World War II 

with the Corps of Canadian Firefighters and was 

very briefly with the British Friends’ Ambulance 

Unit.  Then it was on to McGill for a B.A., and to 

Ottawa for a civil service job which funded 

marriage to Florence Trotter, an Alberta girl whom 

I met in the Student Christian Movement and so to 

the beginning of a happy marriage of 36 years 



before Florence died in 1983 after an amazingly 

courageous ten year battle with cancer. 

We stayed with the Civil Service only about 18 

months before opting for the ministry and serving 

five years in student ministry while I was picking 

up an M.A. and M.Div. at Queen’s.  Then followed 

seven years in regular pastorates in Quebec and 

another seven in Toronto as Associate Secretary 

with the General Council’s Board of Evangelism 

and Social Service before we returned to regular 

pastorates in the Maritimes until retirement in 1986. 

In 1990 I was remarried, to Evelyn Crook, a retired 

nurse.  Since then we have made our home in 

Dartmouth and found much joy and hope in life and 

the Good News despite much in our world, and at 

times even in the Church, that seems to both of us 

quite made. 

Evelyn was not previously married but we rejoice 

together in the children whom I brought to our 

marriage.  One daughter is in Toronto and the 

second lives with her husband on their farm in 

Yorkshire, England.  The two boys are both 

medical doctors, one in Halifax and the other in 

Sackville, NB.  In all we now have ten 

grandchildren and one great grandchild, enough to 

keep us busy remembering birthdays (which is 

mostly done by Evelyn) and just keeping in touch. 

 

 

 



Rev. WD Titus, (BA, BTh)   

                Jubilarian  60 years 

 

According to the Oxford Dictionary, a jubilee 

marks a year of emancipation and restoration. It is 

a time of thanksgiving. For me, this jubilee marks 

sixty years of ordination in a Church which is 

surely one of the most inclusive and remarkable in 

Canada.  The process of ordination for me began 

on my summer “mission fields” out West. It was 

there, gazing at the uncluttered landscape of the 

Canadian prairie, in a community of people who 

lived close to the soil, and who had been through 

unimaginable drought and depression, and who 

were not without hope, that I knew I was called to 

the ministry.                                                                        

It was my experience of their generous hospitality 

and the standing side by side with them in their 

steadfast humanity that made me proud to be a 

human being. My call was confirmed by the faith 

and hope of those to whom I ministered. It also 

marked me forever as a fervent Canadian, rather 

than simply a Maritimer.                                        

Before that, there was the unique atmosphere at 

Mount Allison created by a community of 

scholars who imparted to us not only knowledge, 

but a sense of worth, (sometimes in unexpected 

ways). I had thought, having been accepted as a 



candidate for Theology, that a minister should be 

able to play the piano. A family friend and 

graduate of Mount A took me on. I was not 

talented. I marvel at the tolerance and patience of 

my teacher. One hot spring day at Mount A, I was 

closeted in one of the little practice rooms in 

Beethoven Hall. The heat was oppressive. Things 

were not going well. I bent over the keys in an act 

of desperation when there was a knock on the 

door. Professor Hamer had heard my unsure beat 

on the piano, opened the door, came in, put his 

hand on my shoulder and asked, “Is everything 

alright?” He knew, and I knew that my musical 

career had come to an end but that it was not the 

end of the world. I found consolatìon in election 

as President of the Choral Society, and the highest 

mark in the class for an essay on Wagner! But it 

was the humanity and concern shown by 

Professor Hamer that touched me profoundly.                                                       

Today I give thanks, as we all do, for those within 

the Church community and outside it, who have 

touched our lives and helped us to face up to 

reality and who have confirmed us in our calling. 

At the age of 82 I cannot predict what the future 

may hold for me but, based on my past 

experiences, I know that it’s in the Creator’s care. 

 

 



Rev. George Henderson MacLean, BA MDiv     

         Jubilarian 65 years 
 

I was born in Saint John, NB, in 1925, five 

months after Church Union.  My father and 

mother were James D. MacLean and Faith D. 

Henderson, both leaders in the life of Centenary-

Queen Square United Church.  In its vibrant 

fellowship of worship, friendship, music, drama 

and education, I shared its wide outreaches and 

supports. 

I attended Victoria School, Saint John Vocational 

School, Mount Allison University (1946) and Pine 

Hill Divinity Hall (1948), and was awarded its 

Divinity Degree in 1951.  I was ordained by the 

Maritime Conference on June 13, 1948, at 

Sackville. 

My first charge was Advocate NS, followed by 

Trinity, New Glasgow (assistant), then Glenholme 

NS., Hampton NB, St. Paul’s in Sussex, NB, St. 

Andrew’s in Truro and LaHave-New Dublin, NS, 

from which I retired in 1992. 

In two presbyteries I was Secretary, in two Chair, 

served on many committees, commissioner to two 

General Councils, and was elected President of 

Conference 1991-1992. 

Several Ministerial Associations invited wide 

fellowship, among them Three Valleys Ministerial 

in central Nova Scotia.  In the communities in 



which we lived numerous involvements enlivened 

the general pace; the latest, LaHave and District 

Fire Department Executive, building a hall and 

buying fire trucks.   

And there was the “Maritime Conference 

Quartet”. 

I was Secretary of the Pine Hill Alumni 

Association for seventeen years; its Alumnus of 

the year 1990; and dubbed its “Poet Laureate”. 

Helen Moase and I met in June 1957, married in 

September, and have enjoyed contentment and 

opportunities throughout the years.  Our family 

are:   Catherine (Earl, Andrew and Hannah); 

David (Terri, Carsten and Myra); John (Sherry, 

Josie and Duncan); George (LaurLee, Lilary and 

Abigail); and Susan (Chris).  We are proud of 

them. 

We retired in 1992 to West LaHave, moving to 

Drumlin Hills in Bridgewater in 2010.  Reading, 

walking, family research and time with friends 

add to remarkable health.  For it all I am grateful, 

and echo the Psalmist, “my cup runneth over”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Samuel P. Shields  

Jubilarian 65 years 

 

    Samuel was born in Belfast, Northern Ireland in 

1920 and spent his growing up years and received 

his early education there. After a few years in the 

business world, he resumed his education and 

studied for the Christian ministry in Belfast and 

Dublin. In 1944 he was accepted as a student in 

the Irish Baptist Theological College and 

graduated from it in 1948. He was ordained in 

September of 1948 by the Baptist Union of Great 

Britain and Ireland and proceeded to serve Baptist 

churches in England and later in Canada. Samuel 

and his family emigrated to Canada in 1958. He 

was received into the United Church of Canada in 

1972 and served two pastoral charges, 

Kennetcook-Gore and Upper Stewiacke-

Springside. He also served on several church 

courts including the Executive of the Maritime 

Conference and chaired Truro Presbytery for two 

years, 1981-83.  

 

    Samuel retired in 1985 and he and his wife 

Lylagh moved to Prince Edward Island and 

enjoyed an active retirement with many Sundays 

spent serving as a supply minister. He also had a 

few longer assignments including Trinity United 

Church in Charlottetown from 1988-1996.  



 

    Samuel married Lylagh M. Ryder in Dublin in 

1948. They have two sons, Eric and Brian, and 

one daughter, Jennifer. A third son, Niall, died in 

1982.  Owing to failing health, Samuel is no 

longer involved in church activities. He enjoys 

attending Trinity United Church in Charlottetown 

and is glad he choose PEI for his retirement years.    

     



Rev. K. Ruth Stuart  

             Jubilarian  65 years 

 

The day I was born October 20, 1927 in Halifax 

the gates open above and the angels blew their 

trumpets shouting “LOOK OUT BELOW”. 

 

In my early years I attended and directed church 

camps in the Maritimes. It was sheer clear fun. 

Also I was a leader for CGIT. 

 

I received my education in Sacred Heart Convent, 

Dalhousie University, Covenant College, Pine 

Hill Divinity College(I was the only women there) 

etc.  University was a ball. I loved every minute 

of it. 

 

A social worker at Brunswick Street United a job 

that taught you how to live. 

 

Before I became a social worker, I was a teacher 

and a secretary. The secretary job lasted a few 

days. Reason for a short time is I was busy, didn’t 

answer the phone told my boss to answer it as he 

wasn’t busy. He told me I need to get a job where 

you are the boss. 

 



I adopted (as a single parent) two girls--Gillian 

and Sarah. Once more life was a love time. Three 

Grandchildren arrived and just join the fun team. 

 

I ministered to various churches, Dartmouth, 

Bathurst, Moncton, Westfield, Harvey (full time).  

Preached part time in three Pastoral Charges. The 

last one was Sheffield Pastoral Charge for 13 

years. I had a great time! 

 

I enjoy all the good things in life--(And a few not 

so good) love to cycle, swim, read, aerobics, 

skiing and my specialty tennis. 

 

Enjoy eating out--debating and anything else 

that’s fun! 

             

IT’S A GOOD LIFE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Anthony G. N. Ware   

                          Jubilarian  65 years 

 

Born in Hong Kong to Dr .Thomas Walter Ware 

and Muriel Irene nee Fursdon, and raised in the 

U.K. 

 

Studied science at the Bristol College of 

Technology and the University of Bristol; became 

a Methodist Lay Preacher. Accepted as a 

candidate for the Methodist Ministry, and went on 

to study theology at the University of London. 

 

In 1957, emigrated to Canada with my wife, and 

served a number of churches on PEI. Ordained by 

the Maritime Conference in1958. 

 

Returned to the Methodist Church in England at 

the end of 1961, serving churches first in the 

industrial north-east and then in the Channel 

Island of Jersey. From 1968 to 1975, worked as 

Head of the Science Department of a Methodist 

school. 

   

Returned to Canada in 1975, serving churches on 

PEI, in Bermuda, and Halifax. After retirement in 

1999, worked as Retired Supply in Cape Breton 



and PEI, currently serving the Bedeque Pastoral 

Charge. 

 

Served on numerous Presbytery Committees, as 

Chair of two Presbyteries, and as Commissioner 

to General Council. Particular interest in faith 

development, lay ministry education, and the 

relationship between science and religion. 

 

My wife Jacqueline, a Registered Psychiatric 

Nurse, passed away in 2011. We have five 

children and a number of grandchildren   



Rev. E. Victor Moriarty   

      Jubilarian 70 years 

 

Vic Moriarty was a candidate from Trinity United 

Church in New Glasgow, NS.   On March 31 the 

Pine Hill Class of 1943 was graduated, ordained 

and settled by a Commission of Conference in 

Halifax.  Vic was settled at Boiestown NB and in 

June he married Jean Murray R.N. of Sussex 

N.B., and partner in ministry for over 60 years. 

Other pastorates included Plaster Rock N.B., 

North Sydney N.S., Fairmount St. Giles, 

Outremont, P.Q., and St. John’s in Halifax.  

During that time he was active in presbytery, 

conference, and General Council. 

In Halifax he represented Pine Hill on the 

Executive of the Institute of Pastoral Training and 

in the initial planning for A.S.T.  In 1973 he was 

persuaded to be interim Executive Director.  

When the relationship was finalized he was 

confirmed in the position and remained until 

retirement in 1983.  He represented the Atlantic 

Region on the Executive of the Canadian Assoc. 

of Pastoral Education and responsible for the 

encouragement of pastoral care education and the 

establishment of Pastoral Care Departments in 

general hospitals.  He also served on the General 

Council Task Force on Experimental Ministry. 

 



Retirement in Fredericton led to the Moriarty’s 

developing an active Seniors Group at Wilmot 

United Church that still continues.  Later Vic was 

named as Minister Emeritus of Wilmot.  In order 

to be more central to their children Margaret in 

Maine, Carolyn in Sussex, Peter, Alan and David 

in Halifax, they moved to Moncton some years 

ago where Vic still lives. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. W. Grant MacDonald     

                                                Jubilarian 75 years 

 

I was born in January, 1914, in Fourchu, a 

village on the south coast of Cape Breton which 

was a fishing out-port of Louisbourg during the 

French regime in the 18th century. 

Following my school days in Fourchu’s one 

room school house, Louisbourg, and Sydney 

Academy, I taught school for two years. 

After graduating from Dalhousie University and 

Pine Hill, I was ordained in 1938, then went back 

to Dal for graduate studies. 

I followed Rev.Borden Tupper as minister for 3 

years at Loch Katrine-Lochaber-Country Harbour 

pastoral charge, and moved to Bass River in 1942, 

having been married in 1940. 

According to United Church regulations, 

chaplains to the armed forces had to be at least 30 

years old, so it was not until 1944 I had a call to 

enlist in the Canadian Navy.  It is difficult to 

imagine the sense of relief we all experienced 

when in August 1945 the war ended. 

I served for 6 months at St. Matthew’s, 

Halifax, then came to St. James, Dartmouth in 

1946, which would be home for me and my 

family for the next 29 years.   

There were many extra-pastoral activities, 

including 20 years as chaplain in the Militia, and 



later being involved in the Russian Language 

Program with the Intelligence Corps, during the 

‘cold war’.  A local group of a half dozen of us 

met twice a week studying under Ms. Coffin, a 

university teacher and native of Stalingrad.  After 

five years we felt we would not starve in Moscow. 

I served a term as president of the Halifax 

North British Society, and several years as vice-

president of the local branch of the VON.  I was 

vice-chairman of the Nova Scotia Senior Citizens’ 

Commission, and a member of both the Scottish 

Rite Masonic Lodge and Royal Order of Scotland. 

My wife died in November, 2006.  I have a 

son and three daughters, nine grandchildren and 

nine great-grandchildren. 

Looking at the old Pine Hill class picture, I 

am reminded that, of the nineteen graduates and 

seven professors shown there, I am the only one 

still living.   



“Fiesta Buena!”    -trans.- “A Great Party!” 

 

Gathering 

Introductions - Rev. Jane Johnson, past-president 

The Blessing - Rev. Phillip Kennedy, president 

Dinner 

 “Advice to new ordinands”-    

 Our 2013 candidates for ordination would like 

some advice from our retirees and jubilarians.  Their 

questions are gathered in a hat, and randomly selected 

retirees and jubilarians will get to draw a question from 

the hat and give a one sentence answer. 

 

“A Fiesta Farewell” - The Tropical Quartet 

 

Presentation of Certificates 

 - Mr. David Hewitt, Executive Secretary 

 - Rev. Phillip Kennedy, president 

 

The Aaronic Blessing (Unison) 

“The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord 

make His face to shine upon thee and be 

gracious unto thee.  The Lord lift up His 

Countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” 
                            ******** 

 

  Please take this booklet home with you, so you 

can read not only the length and breadth of service, but 

most importantly the depth of ministry expressed in these 

pages.  


