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“Canadian Mining Companies Destroy the Social Fabric” 

“Please take us into account, take us seriously.” 

 

“We are equal to you.” 

“We are human beings  

made in the image of God.”  

 
“The mine does not help Mayan people.” 

 

“Because of your money, you are complicit. Give your money to something 

that gives life.” 

 
Voices heard by Kathryn Anderson and Alan Hall 

 in San Miguel Ixtahuacan, Guatemala,  March 2010 
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INTRODUCTION 

Since 2009, the Mining the Connections Working Group of the Maritime 

Conference Church in Action Committee has urged the United Church of 

Canada Pension Board (UCCPB) to divest from Goldcorp.  This document is 

a compilation of the background that led to this urging, the actions taken to 

date, and the continued call for action.   We recognize that these are 

challenging economic times for the Pension Board. Nonetheless we do not 

believe that is sufficient reason to invest in Goldcorp when United Church 

partners and ecumenical friends in Guatemala urge divestment because of 

the many negative social, health and environmental impacts, short and 

long-term.   

 WE INVITE YOU TO READ AND CONSIDER THE INFORMATION WE ARE 

SHARING WITH YOU IN THIS DOCUMENT.  

TO TAKE ACTION, YOU CAN JOIN US IN URGING THE PENSION BOARD 

TO DIVEST FROM GOLDCORP BY CLICKING ON THE LINK BELOW AND 

ADDING YOUR NAME TO OUR ONLINE PETITION. 

 

PETITION 

We, as members of the United Church of Canada Pension Plan, Pensioners, 

United Church members and adherents and concerned ecumenical and 

community persons, call on the United Church of Canada Pension Board to 

divest from Goldcorp.  

Further we call on the Pension Board to instead invest in funds that provide a 

low-risk, good return on investment while also contributing to a green 

environment and healthy communities. 

 

TO SIGN PETITION CLICK HERE!  

http://www.churchaction.ca/m_forms/view.php?id=10240 
 

For a 2-page summary of background and call to action see pages 26-27 

http://www.churchaction.ca/m_forms/view.php?id=10240
http://www.churchaction.ca/m_forms/view.php?id=10240
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A. NOT WELCOME HERE!                      

BACKGROUND TO THE CALL TO DIVEST   

On a hot sticky day in March 2004 in Guatemala 

City, a Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence 

(BTS) delegation, including several United Church 

members, awaited the arrival of Jose Manuel 

Chacon, a courageous Guatemalan 

environmentalist and political cartoonist. Little did 

we know this encounter would ultimately lead to 

questioning the United Church Pension Fund’s 

investment in Goldcorp.   

The trade presentation we were expecting was not 

to be. Our guest arrived late, disheveled and 

apologetic, having travelled overnight by bus from 

the Guatemalan Highlands to meet with us. His first 

words were: “Do you Canadians realize that a 

Canadian mining company, Goldcorp is building a 

gold mine without the consent of near-by Mayan 

communities?” He described potential social, 

health and environmental impacts of the Marlin 

Mine, located in the Municipality of San Miguel 

Ixtahuacan in the predominantly Mayan 

Department of San Marcos. 

We learned that a ton or more of earth is removed 

for each ounce of gold mined, that 250,000 litres of 

water is used daily, and that acid drainage makes 

the likelihood of water contamination for 

generations to come huge. We Canadians sat 

stunned. During our trip, we heard critiques of the 

U.S.A., its role in the internal armed conflict (1954-

96) and genocide of the late 1970s and early 80s. 

We were not accustomed to hearing ourselves  

named as complicit in environmental and cultural 

destruction.   

In early 2005 the first death occurred when a 

thousand police and army surrounded Mayan 

protesters gathered on the Pan American Highway, 

opposed to the passage of a cylinder to the Marlin 

Mine.  

 

BREAKING THE 

SILENCE (BTS) 
A Maritime Conference Church 

in Action Partner  
 www.breakingthesilenceblog.com  

In 1988, Rev. Tom Edmonds of 

the General Council Division of 

World Outreach urged 

Tatamagouche Centre, a 

United Church education and 

retreat centre, to make links 

with the Kaqchikel Presbytery, a 

UCC partner in Guatemala, as 

part of a Tatamagouche Centre 

global justice education 

initiative.   

In 1990 two Mayan women from 

the Presbytery, deeply affected 

by the violence inflicted on their 

communities, toured the 

Maritimes.  

In 1991 a delegation traveled to 

Guatemala. The Maritimes-

Guatemala Breaking the 

Silence Network (BTS) was born.    

Significant relationships have 

developed with human rights 

and community development 

groups, including groups 

resisting the presence of 

Canadian mining companies in 

Guatemala. 

Since 1991 Maritime 

Conference social justice 

committees have partnered 

with BTS. Many congregations 

and Presbyteries have hosted 

Guatemalan visitors. Many 

United Church members have 

participated in annual 

delegations. 
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Soon after, Maritime Conference Church in Action 

Committee formed the Mining the Connections 

Working Group. We first focused on social, health, 

environmental impacts of the Marlin Mine.  

TROUBLE IN EL SALVADOR 

We became deeply concerned by Goldcorp’s 

development of the Cerro Blanco mine in 

Guatemala near the El Salvador border.  This mine 

has a high probability of contaminating the 

headwaters of El Salvador`s main river, the Rio 

Lempa, the water source for 70% of Salvadorans.  

 The El Salvadoran Government expressed 

concern.  Its Human Rights Ombudsman released 

a detailed report of its concerns. Yet Goldcorp 

continued to develop the mine until July 2013, 

when it announced suspension of work at the 

mine, citing global declines in metals prices, 

adding that it plans to revisit the project when 

market conditions improve.   

El Salvador’s National Roundtable Against 

Metallic Mining, (United Church partner, ADES, is a 

member) responded: “We stand with 

Guatemalan and Salvadoran communities to 

demand that the government of Guatemala 

ensure the definitive closure of the Cerro Blanco 

mine.”  It noted that Goldcorp’s inaccurate 

technical projections resulted in higher costs than 

projected. The mine is situated on geothermal 

reservoirs with temperatures above 80 degrees 

Celsius, a technical hurdle that Goldcorp has not 

overcome. The Roundtable notes that this mining 

project violates several international agreements 

including the Trifinio Plan Implementation Treaty, 

signed by El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, 

the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the 

American Convention Human Rights, and the 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International 

Importance.  

“Say you are 

American.” 

For one BTS Intern, being a 

Canadian was a dangerous 

liability. She found herself 

stranded on a bus on the Pan 

American Highway on Jan. 11th, 

2005, the 40th day of a blockade 

instituted by Mayan groups 

protesting the passage of a 

cylinder destined for the Marlin 

Mine.  

On this particular day, the 

Guatemalan government sent 700 

military and 300 police personnel 

to counter the protest. Violence 

broke out; a demonstrator was 

killed and another seriously 

injured. As the day wore on, 

passengers on the bus grew 

increasingly anxious. One of 

them asked the Intern where she 

was from. She replied that she 

was Canadian. He suggested that, 

for her personal safety, if 

anybody were to ask about her 

nationality, she should reply that 

she was American. 
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GROWING CONCERNS 

The Working Group is also alarmed by Tahoe Resources’ development of the 

Escobal Mine southeast of Guatemala City.   Goldcorp owns 40% of Tahoe 

Resources’ shares.    

Peaceful resistance to the silver mine’s imposition began two years ago. 

Twelve community plebiscites have resoundingly rejected the mine.  In April 

2013, using wiretap evidence, the head of security for Escobal Mine was 

charged with assault and obstruction of justice in an attack against 

protesters that left six people wounded.   

In July 2013 a Guatemalan court suspended Tahoe’s extraction license. The 

Santa Rosa Diocesan Council for the Defense of Nature, along with other 

groups, supported the court appeal because the granting of the Escobal 

Mine license had violated the right to due process of community members 

opposed to the license.   

(For updates on actions related to Goldcorp mines in Guatemala, go to 

www.breakingthesilenceblog.com/  ) 

 

 

Figure 1 Marlin Mine, Guatemala (Photo by Briana Miller) 

 

 

 

http://www.breakingthesilenceblog.com/
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B.  VOICES FROM GUATEMALA   

We humbly share the voices of our Guatemalan partners and ecumenical friends who work 

tirelessly to defend their rights and environment, putting themselves at risk to protect their 

land and communities. 

March/April 2010

 In a pre-Easter trip to Guatemala and El 

Salvador Alan Hall, General Council staffer 

relating to the Pension Board, and Kathryn 

Anderson, Chair of the Mining the 

Connections Working Group of Maritime 

Conference, heard the pleas of United 

Church partners and ecumenical friends.  

They told us that Goldcorp was operating 

illegally, respecting neither human rights nor 

domestic and international law. Goldcorp   

had not respected the consultation process 

required by the International Labour 

Organization Convention #169 (ratified by 

Guatemala in 1997) nor bio-diversity 

agreements in the region of the Cerro 

Blanco mine. 

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

We met Nelly Rivera, a deacon of United 

Church partner, Emmanuel Baptist Church. 

She works with the Centre for Research on 

Investment and Trade, Nelly pointed out 

that Goldcorp was developing the Cerro 

Blanco Mine without ensuring that the 

Governments of El Salvador and Guatemala 

had obtained the free, prior and informed 

consent of mining-affected communities, 

despite national and international criticism 

of Goldcorp’s approach to its development 

of the Marlin Mine. She added that 

Goldcorp has not respected agreements 

signed by Guatemala, El Salvador, and 

Honduras intended to protect the 

vulnerable yet rich bio-diversity of the region. 

“It is unjust for companies to take 

natural resources at our expense, to 

end our water supply.” 

 Indigenous rights, including the lack of community information on risks and likely 

negative impacts, the lack of consultation and the lack of free, prior and informed 

consent. 

 Environmental impacts and risks of open-pit gold mining, past, present and in the short 

and long-term future,  

 Health impacts, both physical and psycho-social, of open-pit gold mining 

 Extremely serious social conflict, including deaths, death threats, and criminalization of 

those who resist Goldcorp ’s mining developments 

 The Cerro Blanco Mine development on the Guatemala/El Salvador border, with an 

extremely high risk of contaminating the headwaters of the Rio Lempa, the major river 

in El Salvador  

  Goldcorp ’s investment in Tahoe Resources. It holds 40% of the shares of Tahoe 

Resources, owner of the Escobal Mine, Department of Santa Rosa.  

 Lack of transparency with communities and the wider public in Guatemala and in 

Canada. 

ISSUES NAMED BY UNITED CHURCH PARTNERS AND ECUMENICAL FRIENDS 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

Time and again those we met people who 

named environmental damage as a major 

concern.  

■  People in San Miguel Ixtahuacan spoke of 

wells dried up and springs disappeared. “It is 

unjust for companies to take natural 

resources at our expense, to end our water 

supply.”  

■  They mentioned skin disease due to water 

contamination, similar to skin disease 

occurring near open pit gold mines around 

the world, including Goldcorp’s San Martin 

Mine in the Siria Valley in Honduras. Such 

skin disease has been shown to be a 

precursor to cancer that may occurs years 

later.  

■  Goldcorp  has repeatedly denied 

seepage from its extensive tailings pond. 

However the Diocesan Commission on 

Peace and Ecology and other studies 

indicate the existence of heavy metals in 

rivers downstream from the mine.  

■  Nelly Rivera spoke of Salvadoran 

opposition to the Cerro Blanco Mine on the 

Guatemala/El Salvador border, It will use 

vast amounts of water in an area with 

severe water shortages. She spoke of the 

high risk that inadequately cooled water will 

be released, severely damaging the bio-

diversity of El Salvador’s main river system.  

 

HEALTH IMPACTS AND SOCIAL 

CONFLICT 

In San Miguel Ixtahuacan we visited homes 

with extensive structural damage, allegedly 

caused by blasting. We heard deep distress 

about serious, dangerous community 

conflict that did not exist before the mine 

opened. 

One woman said: “There is a war in San 

Miguel. We no longer have the happy life 

we had before.”   

Fr. Erick Gruloos, parish priest in San Miguel 

Ixtahuacan for 28 years, observed: “The 

mine has created conflict and hatred. 

Communities are divided…People do not 

threaten me, rather those I work with. 

Anonymous letters have been received, 

threatening catechists and the Sisters. The 

Catholic radio station manager has been 

threatened, and some people no longer 

speak to him.” 

 Many referred to the criminalization of 

those who resist the mine, creating fear, 

dividing families and taking a huge 

emotional and financial toll on many, 

especially women.  

Many referred to the criminalization of 

those who resist the mine, creating fear, 

dividing families and taking a huge 

emotional and financial toll on many, 

especially women. 
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May 2011- Call to Divest  

Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini, member of the 

Ecumenical Christian Council of Guatemala, 

a United Church partner, was a keynote 

speaker at a KAIROS-sponsored ecumenical 

conference on mining held in Canada.  At 

that time he was Bishop of the Diocese of 

San Marcos where the Marlin Mine is 

located. (He is now Bishop of the nearby 

Diocese of Huehuetenango). During his visit, 

he stated as he had done previously while in 

Canada that without significant changes in 

Goldcorp’s practices, it would be 

incumbent on the Pension Board to divest 

from Goldcorp.  

A powerful 11-minute film resulted from the 

conference, Remember the Land: Global 

Ecumenical Voices on Mining, featuring 

Bishop Ramazzini and Naty Atz Sunuc, 

National Coordinator of CEIBA, a KAIROS 

partner in Guatemala.  

 

Easter Monday 2012 – Hearing the Pain 

Rachel Warden, KAIROS Latin America 

Partnerships Program Coordinator, Kathryn 

Anderson, Chair of the Maritime 

Conference Mining the Connections 

Working Group, and her partner, Wilf Bean 

met with the Sons and Daughters of Mother 

Earth Pastoral Commission of the San Miguel 

Ixtahuacan Parish. Their passionate voices 

were clear. They did not want the mine 

present.  Each member spoke in turn, 

explaining why they had taken a position 

that was so costly for them economically 

and emotionally.  A message from  Sister 

Maudilia Lopez, a member of the Parish 

Commission can be viewed on YouTube, 

along with one from Bishop Ramazzini, who 

later that day again voiced his concerns to 

us.  

Link to Rachel Warden’s reflections: 

www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resour

ce-extraction/whose-development-

reflections-on-my-visit-to-the-marlin-and-

meeting-with-community-members/  

January 2013 – More UCC Leaders Hear 

Cries for Change 

Three United Church leaders,  Jim Hodgson 

of Partners in Mission, Rev. Brian Cornelius, 

Chair of the General Council Finances 

Committee and David Armour, Director of 

Philanthropy, visited Guatemalan partners 

and ecumenical friends in January 2013. 

Time and again they heard the message 

summed up by Rev. Vitalino Similox of the 

Ecumenical Christian Council of 

Guatemala. “If dialogue does not result in 

real change, then being at the dialogue 

table makes us instruments of the 

companies.” While he recognized that, due 

to national and international pressure, 

Goldcorp has taken some modest steps, 

such as investing in schools, is voluntarily 

paying an increased royalty and increasing 

the reclamation bond, he does not believe 

that substantive change has occurred. He 

describes mining companies as ‘self-

justifying.’                                   

 

VIDEO RESOURCES 

“Remember the Land” 

kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource

-extraction/ecumenical-conference-on-

mining/remember-the-land-global-

ecumenical-voices-on-mining    

Bishop Ramazzini 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNBQTShV

x0I&feature=youtu.be   

Sister Maudilia Lopez  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9Czwn8

CkU0&feature=youtu.be 

http://www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource-extraction/whose-development-reflections-on-my-visit-to-the-marlin-and-meeting-with-community-members/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource-extraction/whose-development-reflections-on-my-visit-to-the-marlin-and-meeting-with-community-members/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource-extraction/whose-development-reflections-on-my-visit-to-the-marlin-and-meeting-with-community-members/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource-extraction/whose-development-reflections-on-my-visit-to-the-marlin-and-meeting-with-community-members/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNBQTShVx0I&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNBQTShVx0I&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9Czwn8CkU0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9Czwn8CkU0&feature=youtu.be


10 

Seeking Time 

Bishop Ramazzini explained to Jim, Brian 

and David why he publicly called for an 

immediate moratorium on mining. It would 

give the Guatemalan government and its 

citizens time to develop a mining law that 

honours the right to community consultation, 

regulates the use of water, ensures 

independent environmental impact studies 

and increased royalties. He believes that 

dialogue has failed because mine 

managers and government officials are 

convinced that the extractive resource 

sector is the right development model for 

Guatemala. Furthermore, conversations 

don’t produce change. Requests for tailings 

pond studies and independent water tests 

are ignored. Questions asked remain 

unanswered, such as the real costs of mine 

closure and reclamation. 

Catholic parish leaders in San Miguel 

Ixtahuacan asked the United Church to 

make visible the invisible problems of San 

Miguel. Having attended numerous 

dialogues without seeing any change, they 

now see dialogue as a stall tactic. They say 

that since damage is happening now, 

action is needed now. 

Should Churches Benefit from Unethical 

Practices?   

Jim, Brian and David were accompanied to 

Tahoe Resources’ Escobal Mine by Yuri 

Melini, a lawyer with the Centre for Social 

and Legal Action in Guatemala (CALAS). 

Yuri is a survivor of an assassination attempt 

because of his environmental advocacy. He, 

along with other CALAS staff have received 

threats due to its defense of those resisting 

the Escobal Mine. Yuri questioned faith 

communities benefitting through their 

pension funds from unethical practices of 

corporations. He sees these practices as 

indefensible (even worse than the 

exploitative coffee trade.) He calls mining 

profits “blood money”, not dissimilar to the 

“blood diamonds” of Africa. 

Nelly Rivera, who Alan Hall and Kathryn 

Anderson first met in 2010 in San Salvador, 

traveled from to Guatemala City to meet 

with the group. When asked if the United 

Church should protest mining company 

actions around the shareholder table, Nelly 

offered a clear “no”. “The interests of the 

mining companies and the interests of the 

church are totally opposed. Mining 

companies operate in the logic of the 

market. There is a conflict between the logic 

of profit and the logic of life. Christians 

speak about the logic of life, life lived with 

dignity, announcing Christian values of 

solidarity, peace, justice, and sharing of 

resources." 

 

Biship Alvaro Ramazzini on indegenous rights 
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C. THE PENSION BOARD INVESTMENT IN GOLDCORP: ACTIONS AND RESPONSES                                                                       

 

2009-2011 – Unexpected Connections 

In April 2009, the Mining the Connections 

Working Group learned that the Pension 

Board of the United Church of Canada was 

investing in Goldcorp.  Until then, we had 

assumed that it was following the 

recommendations of Jantzi Research (now 

Sustainalytics), who the church contracts to 

give ethical advice on United Church 

investments.  Jantzi had recommended that 

Goldcorp be ineligible for socially 

responsible investment portfolios.  The 

recommendations were based on 

environmental fines and its failures both to 

deal with community health concerns and 

to consult with surrounding communities. It 

was also concerned that Goldcorp had 

refused to circulate a shareholder resolution, 

presented by Breaking the Silence, asking 

Goldcorp to halt expansion of the Marlin 

Mine because affected communities had 

not given their free, prior and informed 

consent.  

Adherence to United Church Standards 

The working group expected it would be a 

simple matter of bringing awareness to the 

situations and asking that the Pension Board 

to apply standard United Church investment 

policy which, at that time, was as follows: 

…to avoid investing in any company 

that has ignored or failed to take into 

account the needs and interests of 

communities affected negatively by its 

operations or planned operations. 

Evidence of such failure may be found 

in a lack of engagement in public 

consultation, especially in the face of 

community opposition, or in fines, civil 

penalties, or civil suits related to the 

company’s activities has ignored or 

failed to take into account the needs, 

interests, and rights of aboriginal 

communities affected by its operations 

or planned operations or has been 

implicated, through its international 

operations, in the violations of human 

rights.1  

The UCCPB refused, citing its fiduciary duty 

to Pension Plan members, explaining that 

investment in Goldcorp is a high-return, low-

risk investment. We noted that fiduciary duty 

does not prevent the UCCPB from applying 

United Church ethical criteria to other 

investments, and therefore does not invest in 

armaments, gambling, tobacco and 

pornography. We concluded that it was 

unwilling to apply United Church ethical 

criteria because investment in gold brings a 

high financial return. 

Given this response, the 40th General 

Council (2009) adopted a Maritime 

Conference proposal that asked the 

General Secretary to seek independent 

legal and financial opinion as to what would 

be required for the UCCPB to adopt the 

United Church’s socially responsible 

investment criteria as UCCPB criteria. 

Although we did not receive a report 

                                                      

1 Mining the Connections actions  have been based  

on the investment policy posted on the United 

Church Foundation Website until April 2013.  For the 

current policy, go to united-

church.ca/files/local/congfin/investment/investment_

policy.pdf P.10 

 

http://www.united-church.ca/files/local/congfin/investment/investment_policy.pdf
http://www.united-church.ca/files/local/congfin/investment/investment_policy.pdf
http://www.united-church.ca/files/local/congfin/investment/investment_policy.pdf
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seeking consultation and action, as the 

resolution requested, we understand that 

the General Secretary stated that it was not 

necessary to seek independent opinions 

because the Pension Board can adopt 

United Church criteria and also has the right 

not to do so. 

Requests and Responses 

In the proposal the General Council 

Executive was also asked to encourage the 

Pension Board to: 

a) Engage with affected Mayan 

communities and their representatives to 

ensure that the Pension Board understands 

the communities’ perspective. Response: 

Kathryn Anderson, Chair of Mining the 

Connections and Alan Hall, General Council 

Executive Minister for Ministry and 

Employment, with Pension Board 

responsibilities, visited El Salvador and 

Guatemala, March/April 2010. See Part 2. 

b) Include a Mining the Connections 

Working Group member in any engagement 

process with Goldcorp, because it is a 

highly-informed United Church of Canada 

group with in-depth knowledge of the 

history and present situation of Guatemala 

and strong relationships with communities 

affected by Canadian mining companies. 

Response: “No Action” (General Secretary’s 

recommendation to the General Council 

Executive, Nov. 2011) 

c) Encourage the UCCPB to undertake 

shareholder advocacy with companies in 

which the United Church Pension Plan 

invests where concerns have been 

expressed regarding environmental, social 

and human rights impacts. Response: The 

UCCPB joined SHARE (Shareholder Research 

and Education. It carries out behind-closed-

doors advocacy with Goldcorp on behalf of 

several investors, including Northwest Ethical 

 

U.N. Declaration 
 on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: 

 
Article 26 
 
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, 
territories and resources which they have 
traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used 
or acquired. 
 
2. Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, 
develop and control the lands, territories and 
resources that they possess by reason of 
traditional ownership or other traditional 
occupation or use, as well as those which they 
have otherwise acquired. 
 
3. States shall give legal recognition and 
protection to these lands, territories and 
resources. Such recognition shall be conducted 
with due respect to the customs, traditions and 
land tenure systems of the indigenous peoples 
concerned. 
 

Article 32 
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine 
and develop priorities and strategies for the 
development or use of their lands or territories 
and other resources. 
 
2. States shall consult and cooperate in good 
faith with the Indigenous peoples concerned 
through their own representative institutions in 
order to obtain their free and informed consent 
prior to the approval of any project affecting their 
lands or territories and other resources, 
particularly in connection with the development, 
utilization or exploitation of mineral, 
water or other resources. 
 
3. States shall provide effective mechanisms for 
just and fair redress for any such activities, and 
appropriate measures shall be taken to mitigate 
adverse environmental, economic, social, cultural 
or spiritual impacts.  
 

To read the entire declaration, go to: 

issuu.com/karinzylsaw/docs/un_declaration_

rights_indigenous_peoples 

For other resources, see the Resources 

Section. 
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Investments, unions, the Swedish National 

Pension Fund and other religious 

organizations. To the best of our knowledge, 

SHARE has not addressed the serious and 

fundamental concerns of United Church 

Partners and ecumenical friends. Nor has it 

undertaken public shareholder action at 

Goldcorp AGMs. 

2012 – General Council 41  

When it became clear that the UCCPB 

would not divest from Goldcorp, Maritime 

Conference and Montreal and Ottawa 

Conference sent proposals to the 41st 

General Council, calling on the General 

Council to direct the General Council 

Executive, as the Pension Plan Administrator, 

to divest from Goldcorp, and to make 

public that divestment.  

 

Introducing the proposal, Kathryn Anderson, 

Chair of the Maritime Conference Mining 

the Connections Working Group, was limited 

to five minutes to speak at the beginning of 

debate.  She used the time to raise the 

voices of the partners, and read out calls for 

divestment from Bishop Ramazzini (member 

of the Ecumenical Christian Council of 

Guatemala, a United Church partner) and 

Sister Maudilia Lopez of the Sons and 

Daughters of Mother Earth Pastoral 

Commission of the San Miguel Ixtahuacan 

Parish.  (See video links in Section B.) 

The chairs of the Pension Board and 

Governance Committees were then 

permitted to speak at length.  They stated 

that, fiduciary duty to Pension Plan members 

and General Council governance policies 

do not allow the General Council Executive 

(GCE) to determine pension investment 

policy and its application, even though the 

GCE is the Pension Fund Administrator.  

While there are several challenges that 

could be made to this interpretation, as 

Kathryn was not assigned to this Commission 

dealing with the proposal, she was not 

permitted to respond to or question these 

comments, or to offer alternative 

perspectives.  

During the supper break, without consulting 

the movers of the two proposals, an 

alternative motion was presented and 

adopted. The new motion did not require 

the Pension Board to follow through with 

divestment from Goldcorp.  

That the 41st General Council 2012 expresses a deep 

concern that Goldcorp continues to fail to meet The 

United Church of Canada Social and Environmental 

Screening Criteria (cited as above.)  As such, the 41st 

General Council 2012 directs the General Secretary, 

General Council to create and publish a statement 

that appropriately expresses these concerns and 

requests all courts of the church and the investment 

bodies (Pension Board, Foundations, etc.) for which 

they have oversight to examine their investment 

policies and take action, which may include 

divestment, management engagement or other 

actions that may be deemed appropriate.2 

In October, the Pension Board Report to the 

General Council Executive stated that its 

representatives had met in September with 

Goldcorp staff. They stated that efforts to 

improve relations with communities near the 

                                                      

2 www.united-church.ca/files/general-

council/gc41/2012_rop.pdf   P. 210 

http://www.united-church.ca/files/general-council/gc41/2012_rop.pdf
http://www.united-church.ca/files/general-council/gc41/2012_rop.pdf
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Marlin Mine were making progress with most 

residents and leaders. They added that a 

small, vocal group of activists were 

impeding its progress, due to their 

unwillingness to participate in discussions 

with Goldcorp.  

Deeply concerned by the Pension Board 

statement, the Mining the Connections 

Working Group responded, observing that 

the Pension Board seemed to implicitly 

accept Goldcorp’s perspective.  

Concerned that partners’ voices are being 

dismissed, we asked who Goldcorp was 

referring to, when speaking of a small, vocal 

group of social activists.  

“Does it include the Sisters and Brothers of 

Mother Earth San Miguel Ixtahuacan Parish 

Committee? These women and men told us 

of the pain and cost of involvement with 

Goldcorp resistance. Yet they persist 

because of their Christian faith and Mayan 

spirituality, both of which lead them to deep 

concern about the earth and future 

generations. 

 Does it include Bishop Ramazzini, who has 

publicly stated time and again that 

Goldcorp should not have been permitted 

to develop the Marlin Mine, and that it 

should leave and certainly not expand, as it 

is now doing?  

 Does it include the Mayan women 

criminalized by Goldcorp who had to fight a 

long, costly court case they could ill afford?   

Does it include the women whose homes 

were damaged by blasting, while Goldcorp 

denies responsibility, stating that their homes 

were not correctly constructed, although no 

such problems in home construction have 

shown up elsewhere in the Municipality?  

Many more individuals and groups could be 

named, along with the numerous women 

and men who are not vocal because of 

fear, intimidation, and concern for their 

families’ well-being.  Those who have 

spoken up because of concern for the 

welfare of the land and the well-being of its 

inhabitants, present and future, have faced 

human rights violations.  These range from 

death threats to violent attacks, including a 

woman who was shot and subsequently lost 

her eye, loss of employment, criminalization 

and ongoing harassment.” 

2013 – With Whom Do We Stand? 

In March 2013, the General Secretary sought 

input from the Mining the Connections 

working Group to a draft of the statement 

requested by General Council 41.  

Working group members were deeply 

disappointed by the draft statement. The 

group had hoped a public statement would 

be published that would indeed express 

and address United Church partners’ 

concerns.   “We replied, carefully 

summarizing the concerns we have 

repeatedly heard from our partners,” says a 

member of the working group.  (See Section B.)  

However, these concerns were not included 

in the final statement. Nor was the 

statement released to the media, as had 

been expected. 

www.unitedchurch.ca/communications/ne

ws/general/130501b  

 

 

“We had hoped a public 

statement would be 

published that would indeed 

express and address our 

partners’ concerns.” 

http://www.unitedchurch.ca/communications/news/general/130501b
http://www.unitedchurch.ca/communications/news/general/130501b
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The final statement notes that the Pension 

Board has collaborated with other 

institutional shareholders and religious 

groups through SHARE to press Goldcorp to 

improve its practices in Guatemala. “As a 

result of this engagement, and the 

engagement of other large investors, the 

company has responded with changes to 

policies and practices.”  In this and other 

statements to the General Council and the 

General Council Executive, no details of the 

changes are provided. 

Meanwhile, Guatemalan partners tell us 

they have seen no significant changes in 

policies and practices related to their 

concerns. In fact, as detailed in Section A. 

Goldcorp has supported the development 

of the Cerro Blanco Mine without the 

consent of the State of El Salvador and the 

Escobal Mine without consent of the 

communities and, in both cases, in spite of 

the likelihood of serious negative social, 

environmental and health impacts. 

 

 

 

 

An Aboriginal Woman Responds To                                                                       

General Council Refusal To Support The Call  To Divest. 

To the Moderator of the United Church of Canada, and to the people of the United Church of 

Canada 

 TRUTH. MEMORY. JUSTICE. By cathy Gerrior (whiteturtlewoman@gmail.com) 

 i struggle as i write this article. i am the daughter of a Canadian Residential School survivor and 

know first-hand the generational and long term effects of the abuses suffered there. My mother 

tried to protect us, but the echoes from the nightmares and the unconscious reactions to 

seemingly normal situations made protection impossible. 

 my current struggle is not as much about that though as it is about what i have recently learned 

about the United Church and other choices they have made. 

 Kwe - greetings. i am called wape'k mikjikj e'pit - white turtle woman, and i have something 

disturbing i'd like to share with you this day. 

 My personal story is not uncommon, i don't think. my mother was in a residential school in 

Labrador for approximately four years. She was one of those even more unfortunate children 

who never again went back home once she joined her brother and sister at the school. They 

lived there year round. 

mailto:whiteturtlewoman@gmail.com
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my Grandmother eventually found a way to get her kids from that place and moved her 

children far from there. That provided some immediate safety for her family, but the long term 

was a different story, and one that i will not be telling here. 

 What is my story to tell is that i was, as a result of the residential schools, forcibly raised away 

from my culture. i lived most of my life apart from who and what i am. My journey to reclaim my 

own culture was in a large part, directly made possible by the United Church. i am not a 

member in any way. 

 i and my family have directly benefited though from their commitment to the native people in 

holding themselves (the United Church) accountable for the complicit and often times utterly 

harmful role that they, the United Church, played in operating the residential schools - not just 

the multi-generational damage done to the native people, but for the work that needs to be 

done around the healing.  

 

The United Church appeared to be leaders in making apologies to our people and to 

committing time and money to programs directly to the people, in hopes of healing. 

 

My very first experience with Ceremony was through the Peace and Friendship Gatherings held 

at the Tatamagouche Centre. This is where i first began to confront my own demons, begin the 

healing process and my journey to honor who and what i am. i received my first Healing 

Ceremony there, followed immediately by a Sweat Ceremony. I was introduced to the Sacred 

Fire, Sunrise Ceremonies, and the beginning of many Teachings from the Elders. i went on to 

receive my Spirit Name, and participated in four traditional Fast Ceremonies where i eventually 

earned the right to offer Sweat Ceremonies. 

 My family too, benefited from this programming. They did not have to wait a lifetime before 

getting the opportunity to discover and honor who and what they are, like i did. 

 Today, my grandchildren are getting their Spirit Names at a very young age, learning the 

Teachings, and most importantly, pride in being Native. That, i feel, is the most precious gift; to 

me and to them. 

Wellalin - thank-you for this, United Church. 

 In July of this year, the United Church partly funded my trip to Guatemala to enable me to 

attend the Health Tribunal as a representative of the Breaking the Silence Network. My role was 

to stand in solidarity with the Mayan people against the mining companies who are decimating 

people, culture, and the environment for obscene profits. i was honored to travel there and play 

this role. i was also traumatized to observe that the Mayan People are currently living our 

people's history, prior to the residential schools. Please see my previous articles: 

 "A Native perspective on Gold Mining in Guatemala", http://rightsaction.org/action-

content/native-perspective-gold-mining-guatemala-and-its-devastating-impacts-our-brothers-

and-sisters  

"Do What you Know to be Right" (taken from The Ten Indian Commandments), 

http://rightsaction.org/action-content/do-what-you-know-be-right 

In Guatemala, i felt an immediate kinship to the people and have been forever altered by that 

experience. 

http://rightsaction.org/action-content/native-perspective-gold-mining-guatemala-and-its-devastating-impacts-our-brothers-and-sisters
http://rightsaction.org/action-content/native-perspective-gold-mining-guatemala-and-its-devastating-impacts-our-brothers-and-sisters
http://rightsaction.org/action-content/native-perspective-gold-mining-guatemala-and-its-devastating-impacts-our-brothers-and-sisters
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001dNKFwxVgJ_u_8ntX-n1-Cf-zMI1KPw7hnHrMByR747u9T9pNQmIUOxoqdHg_3U5kNZlhZpWeXndNpD-bHwZXp8FnZ3QdW_oI22FOn7R5iIsTupUHQeEvcdey-uiAcDTuAlBPu-hmcTxZjMEyVrMuQEL2LhPZIa9GERDTY0UNwa0=
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 i was recently devastated by the news that the United Church, who i have considered 

groundbreakers and who have done much for our people and my family personally, has chosen 

to allow their United Church Pension Plan to remain invested with Goldcorp . 

 Goldcorp  is a Canadian mining company in Guatemala which is accused of being directly 

responsible for many atrocities perpetrated against the Mayans, their culture, and Mother Earth. 

 How is it possible to, on the one hand, work hard to reconcile with the past of violations against 

the native people here, and then, on the other, consciously and willingly profit from the 

violations currently being perpetrated on the native people in Guatemala? 

 Goldcorp  is directly benefiting from millions of dollars invested by the Canada Pension Plan and 

others funds, like the United Church Pension Fund. In turn, these Funds are reaping a profit from 

investing in, loaning their funds to Goldcorp ! 

 My understanding (and i saw some of this while in Guatemala) is that Goldcorp  uses mountain-

top removal, open-pit mining techniques that require the decimation of up to seven tonnes of 

mountain, rock and earth to produce one ounce of gold and that they have many mountains 

there they intend to mine.  Goldcorp , and other Canadian mining companies in Guatemala, 

are accused of being directly involved in murders, rapes, and illegal land evictions of many 

communities of Mayan people. 

 What message is the United Church of Canada sending Goldcorp , sending to its own 

congregations, and to the Canadian public in general by profiting from investments in 

Goldcorp ? What messages are you sending to the Mayan People of Guatemala, and what 

messages are you sending to the native people here? 

 i feel confused and betrayed. My teachings are that an apology is not sincere when the one 

who apologizes continues to do the same thing that was harmful. As i stated in my earlier 

articles, i saw very clearly that the Mayans are indeed our brothers and sisters, with their 

connection to Mother Earth and their life-giving Ceremonies. 

i don't know where this leaves me. i know that i will find ways of making my feelings known to 

them and hold them accountable for this unthinkable choice they are making.  

i ask you to do the same. i also ask you to research where your own pension plans are invested 

and to choose not to profit from the continuing decimation of native people, cultures, and 

Mother Earth. 

i ask for you to stand against money being the new Sacred, and to do what you know to be 

right. 

Truth, Memory, and Justice for all 

Welalio - thanks to you all 

cathy Gerrior 

whiteturtlewoman@gmail.com 

********** 

mailto:whiteturtlewoman@gmail.com
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D.  THE HEART OF THE CALL TO DIVEST – THEOLOGY AND ETHICS 

 

“Difficult and tiring as it is, we speak against the mine because we do not live the Gospel 

with a dry Bible, but a lived Bible.” 

  -  Fr. Erick Gruloos, San Miguel Ixtahuacan Catholic Parish pastor for 28 years. 

“Jesus walked with the poor...I am prepared to die. I am prepared to give my life in this 

struggle. They can take my life, but never my spirit.”   

-Catholic laywoman and catechist in San Miguel Ixtahuachan 

 

“Christians are called to defend life and co-exist in harmony with Creation.  Innate to us is 

a love of nature which calls us to be stewards. However, we are living in a situation like 

Babylon, where most Christians have forgotten who they are meant to be, that is, 

restorers of life, given that nature is a gift from God and blessed.”   

-Nelly Rivera. CEICOM, Elder of Emmanuel Baptist Church 

 

THE THEOLOGY AND ETHICS FRAMING DIVESTMENT PROPOSALS SENT TO THE 41ST GENERAL 

COUNCIL. 

The Montreal and Ottawa Conference proposal, entitled Living with Dignity on Earth as Members 

of the Same Body, called the United Church to respond with integrity to the call of our Mayan 

brothers and sisters in the light of our faith in Jesus Christ. Below are excerpts: 

If one part of the body suffers, every part suffers with it;  if one part is honoured, every 

part rejoices with it.   

 I Cor. 12:26  

Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the 

cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke ... and not to turn 

away from your own flesh and blood.  

 Isaiah 58:6,7b   

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

 Psalm 24:1  

 

We have heard the calls and the suffering of 

our partners, especially those in Guatemala, 

as they witness the destruction of their lives 

and their land by gold mining practices of 

Goldcorp   that are harmful to people and 

to the environment. For years now, overseas 

employees and groups expressing solidarity 

on behalf of The United Church of Canada 

have seen first-hand the distress of the local 

Mayan population, the environmental 

damage, health threats, and a refusal to 

respect the democratically expressed will of 

local populations against these mining 

practices.  

In the suffering of the Mayan people and 

their land, we sense both the call of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ and a duty of 

conscience stronger even than that of 

social responsibility. 

Our Pension Fund is profiting from its 

investment in Goldcorp, something we can 

no longer accept in good conscience. Our 

brothers and sisters are calling out to us and 

cannot understand why we, as a church, still 
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support this Canadian mining company. We 

do not aspire to take justice into our own 

hands or to attain a kind of financial purity 

that often remains elusive; we can and 

should, however, take action when 

fundamental standards of respect for 

human rights and the integrity of creation 

are treated with scorn. 

Can we continue to pretend to be deaf and 

“to turn away from our own flesh and blood” 

(Isaiah) or are we members of the same 

Body of Christ (I Cor. 12)  

Maritime Conference’s proposal began with 

the 41st General Council theme: Seek justice, 

love kindness, walk humbly with your God. 

(Micah 6:8) It informed Commissioners that 

our brothers and sisters in Christ in 

Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador urge 

the Pension Board to divest publicly. We 

cited Bishop Ramazzini who said that unless 

radical changes occurred through 

engagement with Goldcorp, the United 

Church`s ethical responsibility is to divest. 

We pointed to UCC policies and documents 

(see box below) stating that maximizing 

economic return on investments must give 

way to justice, human rights, and 

environmental protection. 

 

The UCC social policy One Earth Community –Ethical Principles for Environment 

and Development and The Earth Charter combine in an Ethical Lens that calls 

for United Church involvement in environment and development issues to:  

 i. reflect a responsibility to the Earth in its wholeness  

 ii. be founded on a just international order which is people-oriented, 

respects human rights, ensures the voice of the world’s poor and is ecologically 

sound  

 iii. promote change of lifestyle from high material consumption to greater 

equity and sustainability 

 iv. promote humanity’s understanding of its collective responsibility for 

environmental damage and repair, and that environmental damage must stop  

 v. protect the rights of future generations  

 vi. not threaten the sustaining capacity of the Earth  

 vii. respect and protect the biodiversity of the Earth  

 viii. not contribute to militarization but promote a culture of tolerance, 

non-violence and peace  

 ix. ensure meaningful participation of individuals and groups in the 

decision-making  processes  

 x. assure opportunities for learning and access to knowledge  

 xi. be based on adequate environmental, social and cultural impact 

assessments  

 xii. hold authorities and corporations responsible for their actions 

domestically and internationally and ensure that Canada accepts its global 

responsibility to prevent environmental damage 
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RESOURCES 

1. To Seek Justice & Resist Evil: Towards a Global Economy for All God’s People and the 

resource that followed, Mission and Investing: A Guide for The United Church of 

Canada Congregations and Organizations (2002). United Church documents. 

2. Living Faithfully in the Midst of Empire (2006), United Church of Canada,  and 

accompanying resources 

3. Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini article: Problems Created by Goldcorp ’s Marlin Mine in San 

Marcos, March 2012 www.guatemalasolidarity.org.uk/content/problems-created-Goldcorp 

-marlin-mine-san-marcos  

4. Rachel Warden article, KAIROS Latin America Partnerships Program Coordinator Whose 

Development? Reflections on My Visit to the Marlin Mine and Meeting with Community 

Members www.kairoscanada.org/?s=Goldcorp  

5. The Land, Our Life: Indigenous Rights and Our Common Future, 2010. KAIROS 

resource on Indigenous /Rights, including a section on Guatemala and mining 

www.kairoscanada.org/take-action/the-land-our-life/the-land-our-life-resources/  

6. Jackie Hartley, Paul Joffe, Jennifer Preston, eds. Realizing the UN Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples: Triumph, Hope, and Action, 2010. Purich Publishing 

Company. 

7. James Rodriguez Photo essays www.mimundo.org/?s=Goldcorp   

8. Life or Gold, Film: Spanish with English sub-titles, 56 min. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=CADStDtdp7c  This video is available for purchase at 

Tatamagouche Centre. $20 + postage. 1-800-218-2220 

Gold Fever This movie is not yet available for purchase. However it is being screened 

across Canada. Trailer and screening information: www.goldfevermovie.com/  

9. Websites: 

1. Mining Watch Canada (Partners in Mission, United Church partner) 

www.miningwatch.ca/search/node/Goldcorp  

2. The International Coalition Against Unjust Mining in Guatemala (CAMIGUA) 

www.Goldcorp outofguatemala.com/  

3. Updates from the Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence Network 

www.breakingthesilenceblog.com  

 

http://www.guatemalasolidarity.org.uk/content/problems-created-goldcorp-marlin-mine-san-marcos
http://www.guatemalasolidarity.org.uk/content/problems-created-goldcorp-marlin-mine-san-marcos
http://www.kairoscanada.org/?s=Goldcorp
http://www.kairoscanada.org/take-action/the-land-our-life/the-land-our-life-resources/
http://www.mimundo.org/?s=Goldcorp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CADStDtdp7c
http://www.goldfevermovie.com/
http://www.miningwatch.ca/search/node/Goldcorp
http://www.goldcorpoutofguatemala.com/
http://www.breakingthesilenceblog.com/
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APPENDIX A  – INFORMATION ON PARTNERS’ CONCERNS  

Partners have expressed the following 

concerns.  Please see references at the end 

of the Appendix. 

1. Indigenous rights including the lack 

of community information on risks and likely 

negative impacts, the lack of consultation 

and the lack of free, prior and informed 

consent  

The lack of information and the lack of 

ensuring that proper consultation and 

consent processes take place (as outlined in 

International Labour Organization 

Convention #169 on indigenous peoples 

and the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples)  are issues not only of 

the past. The Marlin Mine further expanded 

into the Municipality of Sipacapa in 2012 

with the development of the West Vero 

project, and also initiated underground 

mining. In neither case did communities 

receive proper notice nor adequate 

information. Nor have they been properly 

consulted; much less ensuring that consent 

has been obtained, thus once again 

ensuring community conflict.  

Similarly Goldcorp  owns 40% of shares in 

Tahoe Resources, who proceeded to 

develop the Escobal Mine without waiting 

for community consultations to take place. 

Twelve local community consultations have 

been held, as of June 2013. The mine was 

resoundingly rejected.  

2. Environmental impacts past, present, and 

in the short and long-term future     

Bishop Ramazzini, in an article published 

March 11th, 2012, indicated that the results 

of water monitoring and other research into 

environmental hazards, point to multiple 

human rights violations including the right to 

a healthy environment and the right to 

clean water. Similar findings are reported in 

an exhaustive 2012 study by the Latin 

American Faculty of Sociology   and in the  

January 2013 Special Report of the 

Procurator of Human Rights in El Salvador, 

after a review of the impacts of the Marlin 

Mine and the potential for similar impacts at 

the Cerro Blanco Mine.  A Tufts University 

study published in September 2011 

concluded that the mine's "environmental 

costs are likely to swamp economic benefits 

in the long-term" for the local community, 

and that environmental risks "will greatly 

increase over the remaining life of the mine 

and in the post-closure phase." 

USE AND CONTAMINATION OF WATER 

Community members have raised concerns 

about the use of vast amounts of water by 

the Marlin Mine in an area with chronic 

water shortages. Goldcorp  also denies 

water contamination in rivers downstream 

from the tailing ponds, in spite of studies 

indicating serious effects. Some of these 

findings are summarized in a March 11/2012 

article by Bishop Ramazzini.:    

 The Pastoral Commission for Peace and 

Ecology (COPAE in Spanish) has been 

monitoring the situation for the past five 

years. For example in their fourth report, high 

concentration levels of copper, aluminum, 

manganese and, in particular, arsenic and 

also nitrates were noted in the Quivichil and 

Tzalá rivers at points located downstream of 

the mine's wastewater reservoir and at some 

river sources. It can thus be concluded that 

the mining operations directly affect the 

quality of these waters. 

The Centre for Ocean and Aquaculture 

(CEMA) at the Guatemalan University of San 

Carlos has supported the findings of 

COPAE's fourth report, after their own 
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independent monitoring produced similar 

results. Furthermore, according to CEMA's 

own report, all samples taken from water 

sources in this region (both surface and 

groundwater) showed microbiological 

contamination, indicating that they are not 

fit for human consumption. 

 In their report, titled "Evaluation of Predicted 

and Actual Water Quality Conditions at the 

Marlin Mine, Guatemala", E-Tech 

International, a non-profit organization 

providing environmental technical support, 

warned that "the mine wastes have a 

moderate to high potential to generate 

acid and leach contaminants (...) into water 

resources and aquatic ecosystems (...) and 

tailings seepage may be migrating to the 

drainage downstream of the tailings dam." 

According to COPAE's research in 

conjunction with the Norwegian University of 

Life Sciences, there is also greater chemical 

reactivity from arsenic in the upper layers of 

sediment located downstream from the 

reservoir, indicating that arsenic on top has 

been more recently deposited than arsenic 

sediments below, proving that episodes of 

discharge from or flooding of the reservoir 

contribute to dangerous concentrations of 

arsenic sometimes reaching the river. 

 According to the report on the level of 

cyanide contamination, there is a low level 

of pollution in samples obtained from storm 

precipitation in areas close to the mining 

project and the air circulating around the 

area. The pollution is caused by mining 

activities in which gold is extracted from the 

ore through leaching. Cyanide 

contamination can be corrected if the 

company implements appropriate 

measures to prevent or limit it. 

The Goldcorp -funded Human Rights 

Assessment report by On Common Ground 

noted that an independent, external 

auditing of the water monitoring program 

had not been implemented in accordance 

with international standards.  The highly 

regarded Latin American Faculty of Social 

Sciences in 2012 released a thorough study 

of Goldcorp, in which it charts the 

information regarding water contamination 

provided by COPAE (The San Marcos 

Diocese Commission on Peace and 

Ecology), MARN (Ministry of the Environment 

and Natural Resources) and AMAC, the 

water collection and analysis group with 

whom Goldcorp works. The lack of 

information is striking in the case of AMAC, 

as well as its refusal to allow MARN to take 

samples and disseminate information from 

the tailings pond.  

STRUCTURAL DAMAGE TO HOUSES  

In 2006, people from nearby villages began 

to complain about structural damage to 

their homes, caused by cracks. Eventually 

more than 100 homes made of cement and 

adobe exhibited extensive cracking. In 2009 

COPAE and UUSC investigated the causes 

of these cracks and concluded that the 

Marlin Mine was responsible for damage 

caused by cracks. They compared the 

homes in villages situated between 0.5 and 

3 km away from the mine with homes 

situated 5 km away. Little damage was 

found in control villages, which means that 

the damage caused in the villages 

surrounding the mine is not due to seismic 

activity or construction methods since these 

are the same in both areas. The extensive 

cracking found in the villages near the 

Marlin Mine constitutes convincing 

evidence that the damage is related to 

mining. The walls were damaged but not 

the floors. This type of damage is typical of 

surface vibrations, which can be caused by 

explosions or heavy vehicle traffic. 

Furthermore, the cracks are found in the 

walls facing towards the adjacent road and 

the mine.  
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LACK OF ADEQUATE MINE CLOSURE PLANS 

FOR THE MARLIN MINE 

This includes concerns about transparency 

of closure plan information and the posting 

of an adequate financial bond. Recovery of 

the area will require long-term water 

treatment, recovery of the sterile rock, open 

pits and tailings, re-vegetation, erosion 

control and removal of the mine's operating 

facilities, equipment and waste products. 

Major concern exists regarding the high 

probability of continuing acid mine 

drainage into the water system after closure 

of the Marlin Mine (as is the case in 

Honduras.) 

 After national and international pressure at 

its 2012 AGM, Goldcorp increased its bond 

from $1 million to $27 million. However, 

according to calculations by Unitarian 

Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), the 

true cost of recovery would actually be $49 

million. The recovery plan has not been 

made publicly available, nor has it been 

reviewed by independent experts and does 

not include detailed engineering. Nor has 

the company conducted proper 

assessment of the groundwater, toxic 

effluents and erosion. As well, the Mining Act 

and supervision by Guatemalan 

government are also inadequate.  

3. Health impacts of open-pit gold mining  

Physical and psycho-social health impacts 

are reported in Honduras and Guatemala, 

including serious skin disease, as well as 

increased rates of alcoholism, HIV/AIDS, 

family breakdown. In other parts of 

Guatemala, dermatological concerns were 

#10 in terms of concerns brought to medical 

clinics, but in San Miguel Ixtahuacan 

dermatological concerns were #3. Dr. Juan 

Almendares and others have documented 

the huge increase in skin diseases that have 

appeared in the Siria Valley of Honduras, 

where Goldcorp’s San Martin Mine is 

located. A  summary of health impacts on 

communities of Goldcorp’s mining 

operations is included in the report of the 

2012 People’s Health Tribunal, held in July 

2012 in San Miguel Ixtahuacan. 

http://healthtribunal.org/ 

4. Social conflict  

Extremely serious community conflict has 

emerged as a result of Goldcorp 's  

operations, including deaths, death threats 

and harassment of those resisting and 

questioning Goldcorp , as well as conflict 

within families. In July 2010 two men shot 

Diodora Hernandez in the eye, attempting 

to kill her because she refused to sell her 

land to Goldcorp . Shelost one eye but 

survived, miraculously. She lives on her land 

today, still refusing to sell. Goldcorp has 

acknowledged that the two men who tried 

to kill her were present and were former 

mine employees. However no justice has 

been done for this attempted murder. 

 

The Goldcorp -funded Human Rights 

Assessment (HRA) makes it clear that 

Goldcorp unjustly criminalized resisters while 

not recognizing its responsibility in the 

conflicts that led to criminal charges. Yet 

Goldcorp did nothing to ensure that 

charges be dropped, even after the HRA 

was released. For example, unjust charges 

against a group of Mayan Mam women 

created a high level of stress for those 

charged and their families. They exhausted 

their financial and emotional capacity to 

fight the legal case against them. A Mayan 

women’s organization had to go to court at 

great expense of time and energy to ensure 

that charges were dropped.  

See below for the very serious situation of 

conflict at the Escobal Mine.             

 

http://healthtribunal.org/
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5. Development of the Cerro Blanco Mine, 

Municipality of Asuncion Mita, Department 

of Jutiapa  

Goldcorp  has developed the Cerro Blanco 

Mine, located in Guatemala 17 km from the 

border with El Salvador, although studies 

indicate major environmental risks due to 

the presence of a high level of arsenic in the 

soil (Robinson study) and the likelihood that 

this geo-thermal mine will raise water 

temperatures in the headwaters of the 

Lempa River, El Salvador’s major river in a 

country with a major water deficit (Lopez 

study.) Despite expressions of concern from 

the State of El Salvador and its Human Rights 

Ombudsman, Goldcorp continued to 

develop this mine.  In March 2013 the 

people in the Salvadoran Municipality of 

Metapan, on the Salvadoran side of the 

border, urged the Salvadoran government 

to seek the immediate suspension of the 

mine.  

In January 2013 the Human Rights 

Ombudsman published a detailed report 

indicating that the Cerro Blanco project 

violates fundamental human rights including 

the right to life, the right to a healthy 

environment, the right to health and the 

right to information. The report also noted 

that the mine development violates 

international agreements including the  

Trifinio Plan Implementation Treaty, signed 

by El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras; 

the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, 

the American Convention Human Rights 

and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of 

International Importance.  

6. Goldcorp’s investment in Tahoe 

Resources’ Escobal Mine, Department of 

Santa Rosa  

Golcorp owned the Escobal project, a silver 

mining project, until 2010 and currently owns 

40% of Tahoe Resources’ shares. Most of 

Tahoe’s current directors and management 

currently work for Goldcorp  or did 

previously. As of March 2012, the Canadian 

Pension Plan held CDN$9 million worth of 

shares in the company. 

Although aware of local opposition, Tahoe 

Resources has contributed to a volatile 

situation by insisting on pressing forward with 

this project despite local opposition. As of 

June 2013, twelve communities have voted 

overwhelmingly against the project.  

 Both Guatemala City and locally based 

environmental groups, priests and lawyers 

who have accompanied local community 

activists involved with the community 

consultations, have faced unjust legal 

processes, accusations and threats.  On 

April 27th, 2013 security personnel shot and 

wounded six people gathered outside the 

mine site. Based on wiretap evidence the 

chief of Escobal Mine security was charged 

with assault and obstruction of justice. 

7. Lack of transparency  

Communities in the Municipalities of San 

Miguel Ixtahuacan and Sipacapa have long 

complained about the lack of information 

regarding discharges from tailing ponds and 

more recently regarding the impact of a 

new underground tunnel, as well as its 

expansion into the West Vero area of the 

Municipality of Sipacapa.  This lack of 

transparency has also been the case with 

communities near the Cerro Blanco Mine 

and the Escobal Mine. 

However, the lack of transparency extends 

beyond the region to the lack of open and 

transparent communication nationally and 

internationally. A recent example occurred 

in August 2012. Goldcorp invited Candian 

MPs and a Senator to Guatemala, covering 

all costs, including flights to Guatemala City 

and San Miguel Ixtahuacan, hotel 

accommodation and meals. This trip only 
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came to light when an email from Goldcorp 

lobbyist Don Boudria was leaked. Goldcorp  

then issued a press release in Spanish, 

stating that delegation members were state 

officials (funcionarios), at no time indicating 

that they were elected Parliamentarians 

(Parlamentarios.) The press release stated 

that this was "a routine visit of supervision of 

Canadian investments that they carry out in 

different parts of the world.”  Goldcorp 

would certainly be aware that 

Parliamentarians do not carry out routine 

supervision of Canadian investments, yet 

published this press release, in Spanish only.         

 

MAJOR REFERENCES USED IN APPENDIX-A  

For detailed information and references to reports, Websites, articles, etc., please contact 

Kathryn Anderson, kathrynande@gmail.com 

 

1. La Industria Extractiva en Guatemala: Politicas publicas, derechos humanos, y processos 

de resistencia popular en el periodo 2003-11; Capitulo 2, Derechos Humanos de las 

comunidades afectadas por los proyectos mineros. 2.7.3 Valoraciones sobre el 

Monitoreo del agua de la Mina Marlin. p.177-188. Translation of titles: The Extractive 

Industry in Guatemala: public policies, human rights, and processes of popular resistance 

from 2003-2011. Chapter 2: Two: The Human Rights situation of communities affected by 

mining projects. 2.7.3 Appraisals of the Water Monitoring of the water of the Marlin Mine.  

This study has not been published in English.  Copy of this book available n pdf format: 

http://alainet.org/images/FLACSO%20-%20Armado%20-

%20La%20Industria%20extractiva%20y%20su%20impacto%C5%A0.pdf 

 

2. El Salvador Human Rights Ombudsman Report, Jan. 2012.: Informe Especial sobre el 

Proyecto Minero “Cerro Blanco” y las Potenciales Vulneraciones a Derechos Humanos 

en la poblacion salvadoreña Translation of title: Special Report on the Mining Project 

“Cerro Blanco” and the Potential Damaging Impacts on the Salvadoran population. 

http://portalfio.org/inicio/noticias/item/11811-el-salvador-la-pddh-presenta-el-informe-

sobre-proyecto-minero-cerro-blanco-ubicado-en-guatemala.html  Although the 

primary focus of this report is the Cerro Blanco mining project, it thoroughly summarizes 

research done on human rights and environmental impacts of the Marline Mine. This 

study is not available in English.  

 

3. Problems Created by Goldcorp ’s Marlin Mine in San Marcos, Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini, 

March 2012  www.guatemalasolidarity.org.uk/content/problems-created-Goldcorp-

marlin-mine-san-marcos  

mailto:kathrynande@gmail.com
http://alainet.org/images/FLACSO%20-%20Armado%20-%20La%20Industria%20extractiva%20y%20su%20impacto%C5%A0.pdf
http://alainet.org/images/FLACSO%20-%20Armado%20-%20La%20Industria%20extractiva%20y%20su%20impacto%C5%A0.pdf
http://portalfio.org/inicio/noticias/item/11811-el-salvador-la-pddh-presenta-el-informe-sobre-proyecto-minero-cerro-blanco-ubicado-en-guatemala.html
http://portalfio.org/inicio/noticias/item/11811-el-salvador-la-pddh-presenta-el-informe-sobre-proyecto-minero-cerro-blanco-ubicado-en-guatemala.html
http://www.guatemalasolidarity.org.uk/content/problems-created-Goldcorp-marlin-mine-san-marcos
http://www.guatemalasolidarity.org.uk/content/problems-created-Goldcorp-marlin-mine-san-marcos
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APPENDIX B:   SUMMARY OF BACKGROUND AND CALL TO ACTION 

 

 

TAKE ACTION:   SIGN PETITION ASKING THE PENSION BOARD OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

TO DIVEST FROM GOLDCORP   

- A Campaign of the Mining the Connections Working Group of Maritime Conference  

 

 

PETITION 

We, as members of the United Church of Canada Pension Plan, Pensioners, United 

Church members and adherents and concerned ecumenical and community persons, 

call on the United Church of Canada Pension Board to divest from Goldcorp.   

Further we call on the Pension Board to instead invest in funds that provide a low-risk, 

high return on investment while also contributing to a green environment and healthy 

communities.  

TO SIGN PETITION CLICK HERE!  

http://www.churchaction.ca/m_forms/view.php?id=10240 

 

Where your treasure is, there you heart will be also. Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34 

Background:    

We are aware of the challenges the Pension Plan faces in this difficult time. Yet we cannot ask 

those costs to be borne by our Central American sisters and brothers who already live in 

precarious conditions. United Church partners and ecumenical friends in Guatemala and El 

Salvador have repeatedly called for Christian churches and individuals to divest from Goldcorp 

due to short, medium and long-term environmental, social and health impacts of Goldcorp’s 

operations in Guatemala. By continuing to invest in Goldcorp in spite of these pleas, we in the 

United Church are complicit in the harm done by Goldcorp’s operations in Central America. As 

a Christian church, it is imperative that we live out our faith and ethical policies. We believe that 

it is possible to exercise fiduciary duty without investing in Goldcorp. 

Goldcorp continues to expand its operation in San Miguel Ixtahuacan. It developed the Cerro 

Blanco Mine in Guatemala near the El Salvador border in spite of warnings since 2010 that this 

geo-thermal operation has a high probability of contaminating the headwaters of the Rio Lempa, 

El Salvador’s main river and water source for 70% of Salvadorans.  In July 2013 Goldcorp 

announced suspension of work at the Cerro Blanco Mine, citing the global decline in metals 

prices. However, it added that it plans to revisit the project when market conditions improve.  

Further Goldcorp owns 40% of shares in Tahoe Resources, owner of the Escobal Mine, where 

community consultations have resoundingly rejected this mine. Six people were shot and 

http://www.churchaction.ca/m_forms/view.php?id=10240
http://www.churchaction.ca/m_forms/view.php?id=10240
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wounded in June 2012.  The Guatemalan public prosecutor’s office has charged a Tahoe 

Resources security guard. 

In spite of claims from the Pension Board that its participation in a management engagement 

project with Goldcorp has produced significant changes in policies and practices, our partners on 

the ground have seen no evidence of such changes.  

                                                                                               

 

Your Words Can Make A Difference 

 As well as signing the Petition, please consider writing to the Pension Board. We will forward 

all letters received to the Pension Board. A few hints on letter-writing are included. Please 

forward your letter as a Word document to Kathryn Anderson kathrynande@gmail.com.  

 

Hints for letter-writing, adapted from Amnesty International Canada 

www.amnesty.ca/sites/default/files/urgent_action_toolkit.pdf  

Effective letters are short, clearly focused, based on fact, respectful and personal in tone.  

 Use a reasoned and respectful tone.  Your aim is to be listened to by the Pension 

Board, so please write a polite, respectfully-worded appeal.  

 Use your personal voice. Letters gain strength when they are seen to be coming from 

many concerned individuals. Include a personal reference, for example: “As a member of 

the United Church”, “As a Pensioner”, As a Pension Plan member”, “As a mother of two 

children…” “As a student…”  It is important to express your key points with your own 

feelings and words, as if writing to someone you know.  

 Express your personal interest in Guatemala and/or El Salvador. If relevant, include 

a brief reference to your personal experience with the country and its peoples, such as 

travel experience, studying the country’s history or a newspaper article.  

 Be brief. Letters should be succinct. A simple, two- or three-sentence letter can be 

effective. You don’t have to cover every point, as someone else will. Try: “I am a 

member of the United Church of Canada Pension Plan, writing to you from geographic 

location. Follow this with a “What concerns me is…” sentence, and then a “Please act by 

divesting from Goldcorp.”  

 Make a request or ask a question. It can be very effective to end your letter with a 

request or question. eg “Please let me know what steps you are taking to address this 

request for divestment.” When will the Pension Board be considering this request for 

divestment?” 

 If need be, write again. If they respond and you are not satisfied with the response, 

please write again. 

mailto:kathrynande@gmail.com
http://www.amnesty.ca/sites/default/files/urgent_action_toolkit.pdf

