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Words of Invitation, Words of Blessings, and the Words at the 

Table were prepared by Robyn Brown-Hewitt. Permission is given 

to use these words, unaltered & without adaption, with 

acknowledgement given to Robyn. Please contact Robyn if you 

intend to use these resources, thanks! robynlbh@gmail.com 
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Maritime Conference of The United Church of Canada 

89th Annual Meeting 

Celebration of Ministry 

Tantramar Veterans Memorial Civic Centre 

Sackville, New Brunswick 

Sunday, May 25, 2014 – 10:00 a.m. 

 

The Story of LIFE – Rising Again 

 

The essential story that enlivens and illuminates our faith is  

The Story of LIFE – creating and sustaining, tending and refining, 

dying and rising again. During the 89th Annual Meeting of Maritime 

Conference of The United Church of Canada we have shared 

personal stories of faith that have inspired, challenged and 

comforted us. United in worship, we turn our faces to the Light and 

listen for the heartbeat of Life beating within our community of 

spirit – here is the Story of Life, Rising Again.  

Today another chapter in the life of Maritime Conference begins.  

Today we gather to celebrate with those who have offered to serve 

the United Church as members of the Order of Ministry. 

We pray a blessing upon them as The Story of Life continues to be 

told in and through their ministry. 

 

We are each given particular gifts of the Spirit. 

For the sake of the world, 

God calls all followers of Jesus to Christian ministry. 

In the church, some are called to specific ministries of leadership, 

both lay and ordered… 

To embody God’s love in the world, 

the work of the church requires the ministry and discipleship 

of all believers. 

(Song of Faith) 

 

 

 

 

*please stand as you are able 

 

 



The Story of Life - Uniting 

 

Gathering Music:  

God of the Bible   More Voices #28 verses 1, 2, 3 & 5 
Words: Shirley Erena Murray, © 1996 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

under OneLicense.net A-711654. 

 

Who is My Mother?   More Voices #178 
© 1992 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used with permission. LicenSing Online 

605470. 

 

Jesus, You have Come to the Lakeshore   Voices United #563 
Words: Cesáreo Gabaráin, © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, administered by Oregon Catholic Press. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-711654. 

 

Come O Fount   Voices United #559  
Words: Robert Robinson, © 1993 The Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-711654. Adapted by Rick Gunn. 

 

Invitation:   

Blessed to us is this day.  

Blessed are you, for in you  

the Story of Life is stirring, rising again! 

Let us worship together. 

  Blessed to us is this day! 

 

Processional Music*: Gather Us In – by Marty Haugen 
Words: Marty Haugen, © 1982 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-711654. 

 

Welcome: Mi’kmaq Gathering Drumsong – by George Paul  

 

Let the Light Shine: 

 

Be still and aware of the Light with us and within us. 

When we are still, we will know. 

Be still and know the heartbeat of the One on whom our  

  hearts rely. 

When we are still, we will know. 

(Silence)  

Thanks be! Amen! 

Thanks be! Amen! 



The Story of Life – Rising Again 

 

Song*:  Called by Earth & Sky   More Voices #135 
© 2005 Pat Mayberry. All rights reserved. Used with permission. LicenSing Online 605470. 

 

Choral Reading:  The Story of Life -- Rising Again  

Based on Luke 24, offered by Youth Forum  

 

Choral Music:  See Me As I Am – by Rick Gunn 
© Rick Gunn. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

 

Affirmation of Faith: Introduction, offered by Representatives of 

Intermediates at Conference 

 

Song of Faith*: 

We witness to Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love. 

We sing of God the Creator, the Maker and  

  Source of all that is, 

the One on whom our hearts rely, 

the fully shared life at the heart of the universe. 

 

We sing of the Spirit, 

who from the beginning has swept over the face  

  of creation, 

   animating all energy and matter, moving in the  

    human heart; 

   speaking our prayers of deepest longing. 

  

We sing of Jesus of Nazareth,  

the Holy One embodied. 

   He preached and practiced unconditional love. 

   He suffered abandonment and betrayal, 

   state-sanctioned torture and execution. 

He was crucified. 

But death was not the last word. 

   The Risen Christ lives today, 

   present to us and the source of our hope. 

 

 



We sing of a church 

   embodying Christ’s presence in the world, 

   a community of broken but hopeful believers, 

called to be a blessing to the earth. 

   As children of the Timeless One, 

   we embrace the present, 

   embodying hope, loving our enemies, 

   caring for the earth, choosing life. 

 

We witness to Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love. 

 

The Story of Life – Embodying 

 

Statement of Ministry & Vows:   
 

Executive Secretary:  The 89th Annual Meeting of the Maritime 

Conference of The United Church of Canada has affirmed the 

recommendations of the Education and Students Committee. The 

Conference has examined these candidates and believes they are 

called and equipped to serve as ministry personnel within The 

United Church of Canada. In what we are about to do, we pray that 

those who are called will continue to receive the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, as the Church authorizes and recognizes their particular and 

diverse ministries.  President, I present to you the following 

Candidates for Ordination into the Order of Ministry of The United 

Church of Canada.  

 

Krista L. A. Anderson 

Gerald Blaquiere 

David Erskine Campbell 

Kevin Cox 

J. Keith N. Gale 

Carol Gillard 

Lynda G. MacCulloch 

Gneid D. H. Walsh 

Gregory B. Williams 

 

And on behalf of the British Columbia Conference: 

Susan Breisch 



President:  You have heard your names called. Do you believe you 

have been called and are ready to answer the call to the Order of 

Ministry within The United Church of Canada? 

 

Response: I am ready. 

 

The words and vows we hear now are offered according to the 

polity and tradition of The United Church of Canada as proscribed 

in the Basis of Union. Opening to the Holy Mystery in which we 

live and move and have our being, the fully shared life at the heart 

of the universe, we share these historic words. 

 

“Jesus Christ came into the world to be the servant of God and all 

people. As servant Lord, Jesus calls the Church to a ministry of 

worship, witness, and reconciliation. In baptism we were received 

as members of the universal Church and at confirmation we 

committed ourselves to its ministry within The United Church of 

Canada. In order that this ministry of the whole Church may be 

fulfilled, God has given the ordained ministry of Word, Sacrament, 

and Pastoral Care, and the diaconal ministry of Education, Service, 

and Pastoral Care. It is the responsibility of the Church to seek, 

train, and set apart those whom are called so to serve. 

 

1. (to each Candidate) Do you believe in God: Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, and do you commit yourself anew to God? I do. 

 

2. (to each Candidate being ordained) Do you believe that God is 

calling you to the ordained ministry of Word, Sacrament, and 

Pastoral Care, and do you accept this call?  I do. 

 

3. (to each Candidate) Are you willing to exercise your ministry in 

accordance with the scriptures, in continuity with the faith of the 

Church, and subject to the oversight and discipline of The United 

Church of Canada?” I am willing. 

 

Friends, let us surround these candidates with our prayers. 

 

Silent Prayer 
 



Laying on of Hands 

Krista L. A. Anderson 

Gerald Blaquiere 

Susan Breisch 

David Erskine Campbell 

Kevin Cox 

J. Keith N. Gale 

Carol Gillard 

Lynda G. MacCulloch 

Gneid D. H. Walsh 

Gregory B. Williams 

 

…may the Spirit of Life bless you and empower you for the office 

and work of ordained ministry in the Church. Amen. 

 

Presentation of Bibles 

 

President:  Receive this Bible. Proclaim the Good News with love, 

in word and in deed. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Ordination: 

 

President: In the name of Jesus Christ and by the authority of the 

Maritime Conference of The United Church of Canada, I declare 

that  

Krista L. A. Anderson 

Gerald Blaquiere 

Susan Breisch 

David Erskine Campbell 

Kevin Cox 

J. Keith N. Gale 

Carol Gillard 

Lynda G. MacCulloch 

Gneid D. H. Walsh 

Gregory B. Williams 

have been ordained ministers of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care 

within the worldwide church.      

 

 



Words of Blessing: 

Let us pray a blessing upon these ordained ministers. 

Blessed are you, for in you the Story of Life  

is stirring, rising again! 

May you be strengthened in your inner being 

through the Spirit.  

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,  

as you are being rooted in hope, grounded in joy.  

May the power of Love at work within you  

accomplish abundantly far more  

than all we can ask or imagine. 

So be it! Alleluia! 

 

Sign of Affirmation*:  Rise Up, Rise Up   More Voices # 130 
© 2004 Borealis Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission. LicenSing Online 605470. 

 

Offering of Gifts 

Our offering will be forwarded to support the Mission and Service 

of The United Church of Canada. During the Offertory Music, 

please pass envelopes to the end of the row to be collected in a 

basket by an Usher. Thank You. 

 

Offertory Music:  
River   More Voices #3  
© 2003 Julian Pattison. All rights reserved. Used with permission. LicenSing Online 605470. 

 

When We are Living   Voices United #581 
Words: Elise S. Eslinger, © 1989 The United Methodish Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-711654 

 

Offertory Prayer: 

In response to the goodness we have known,  

we offer our gifts in the hope that they  

will answer the prayers of others.  

In Christ’s name we pray this. Amen.  

 

The Story of Life – Refreshing 

 

Invitation to the Table:  led by Representatives of Intermediates at 

Conference 



Voice 1: Vous êtes toutes et tous les bienvenues! 

Voice 2: You are all and all welcome!’ 

All are welcome! 

Voice 1: Fàilte air a h-uile! 

Voice 2: Welcome on all! 

All are welcome! 

Voice 1: Pjila’si ! 

Voice 2: Welcome! 

All are welcome! 

Voice 1: YW! 

Voice 2: LOL, U2! 

  All are welcome! 

Voice 1: Invited to the table where none shall go hungry, 

Voice 2: we gather as the guests and friends of Christ. 

All are welcome! 

 

As wheat once scattered across the fields was gathered,  

kneaded together, warmed by fire, made one bread, 

  so we are gathered from across the church,  

  knit together, warmed by Spirit, made one body. 
As grapes once clustered in the vineyard were gathered, 

pressed together,  prepared and poured out as wine, 

  so we are the church united, in faith and action, 

  brought together and poured out in service. 
 

Holy mystery, wholly love, revealed in wonder-full creation: 

sparkle of gems in the cliffs along the shore; 

fragrance of blossoms in the garden; 

sweetness of fruit from the orchards; 

song of the ancient Atlantic tides; 

caress of the wind across Bermuda sands.     

  We pray giving thanks for the gift of all creation. 

 

Holy mystery, wholly love, revealed in the blessing of 

human being: 

Fashioned in secret, intricately woven in the mystery of clay,  

we come into being, wet with tears of joy. 

 



Formed in the image of love itself, we join in the delightful 

work of creation. 

Practicing gentle midwifery, we bring new life, new hope  

to birth, as we cradle this tender, infant earth. 

We pray giving thanks for the gift of human 

being. 

 

Holy mystery, wholly love, revealed in ancient covenant: 

stars shining in the eyes of Abraham and Sarah; 

pillars of cloud and fire leading Miriam and Moses; 

plumb line and potter’s wheel before the eyes of the 

prophets; 

fish and fire awaiting the disciples on the shore. 

We pray giving thanks for the gifts of freedom 

and forgiveness. 

 

Bread of Life, Feed My Soul   More Voices #194 
© 2005 Stephen Spencer. All rights reserved. Used with permission. LicenSing Online 605470. 
French translation Rev. Ivan Gregan 

 

Bread of life, feed my soul,  

as the presence of the Spirit makes me whole. 

Bread of life, fill my heart  

with the grace and mercy you impart. 

 

Holy mystery, wholly love, revealed in the life of Jesus. 

He was born, lived and died as one of us. 

He fed the hungry and healed the sick; 

proclaimed freedom to those held captive; 

announced the Good News of the kindom of justice and peace. 

We remember the night 

Jesus gathered with his friends in an upper room. 

He took bread and asked a blessing upon it, 

He broke bread, shared it with his friends, saying, 

“Take this bread and eat.  

Every time you eat bread together,  

remember me.” 

  Whenever we eat bread together,  

we remember Christ. 



In the same way, at the table, 

Jesus lifted his chalice of wine and asked a blessing upon it, 

He passed the wine to his friends and said, 

“Prenez et buvez 

Chaque fois que vous buvez de la coupe ensemble, se 

souvenez de moi.” 

  Whenever we drink wine together, 

  we remember Christ. 

 

Pain de vie, nourris moi, 

Que L'Esprit me fait voir la sainte cène.  

Pain de vie, remplis moi 

Donne moi la grâce de tes voies. 

 

In the meals we share together,  

wine poured out and bread broken, 

we remember Jesus. 

We also remember the price that he paid 

for who he was, for what he did and said, 

and for the world’s brokenness. 

In this silence, we would remember 

all with whom in love and justice we would share this feast: 

  

(Silent Prayers for Others & for Creation)  

 

In the breaking of the bread,  

and the sharing of the cup,  

we  are united as participants in the Story of Life, 

rising again; 

we become signs of new life and love  

to each other and to all the world.  

May it be so. Amen. 

 

Bread of life, help me live  

a life as pure and true as Jesus did. 

Bread of life, help me see  

the boundless love of Christ for you and me. 

 

 



Breaking the Bread & Sharing the Cup 

 

The Bread of Life. The Cup of Love. 

Come, let’s share the feast and be refreshed. 

 

(Please wait until all have been served that we may be united as we 

partake together.) 

 

Music during Communion: 

My Love Colours Outside the Lines   More Voices #138 
© 1995 Gordon Light. All rights reserved. Used with permission. LicenSing Online 605470 

 

Spirit, Open My Heart   More Voices #79 
Words: Ruth Duck, © 1997 The Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 
A-711654 

 

Eat This Bread and Never Hunger   Voices United #471 
Words and Music: Daniel Charles Damon, © 1993 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-711654 

 

Prayer after Communion: 

Let us pray: 

We pray out of deep gratitude – for the here and 

the now. 

Here, grace like fresh bread  

has answered our profound hunger. 

Here, love like sweet wine  

has quenched our deepest thirst. 

Now, may the strength and spirit we’ve found  

in community embolden and inspire us  

to serve the world. Amen. 

 

The Story of Life – Sharing & Serving 

 

Promises of the President Elect:  Rev. Gloria Churchill  
 

Executive Secretary:  We present to you, Gloria Churchill, whom 

this Conference has elected to preside over its life and work until 

such time as her successor comes to office, that she may be installed 

in the office of President of Maritime Conference. 



 

President: Do you believe that you are called to the office of 

President of Conference and do you accept this trust?  

 

President-Elect: I do. 

 

President:  Will you, with Christ’s people, be faithful in prayer and 

in study, that you may know the mind of Christ and boldly proclaim 

the Good News in Word and Sacrament that the people you serve 

may be strengthened and the ways of love and justice may be 

advanced? 

 

President-Elect: I will. 

 

President: Will you perform the duties of your office within the 

polity of The United Church of Canada? 

 

President-Elect: I will. 

 

Promises of Members of Conference*:  
 

President: Will you, the members of Maritime Conference, support 

and encourage Gloria Churchill with your prayer and work? 

 

Members: We will.  

 

President: Let us pray.  

We pray giving thanks that a generous Spirit has blessed the Church 

with varieties of gifts that enrich our life together and strengthen 

our witness in the world.  We give thanks for the particular gifts 

that Gloria brings to the office of President of Conference. May she 

be enabled to exercise this ministry with wisdom and humour, 

courage and compassion, following the way of Christ. Now may the 

blessing of the Spirit stir within her and rest upon her, that Gloria 

may serve faithfully in the office of President of Maritime 

Conference.   

 

People: Amen. 

 



Words of Installation: 

I, Meggin King, President of Maritime Conference, do now install 

you, Gloria Churchill, as President of Maritime Conference and 

confer upon you all such obligations and authority as belongs to the 

Office. 

 

Presentation of Symbols - Stole, Bible, Gavel, Cane 

 

Greeting 

 

Presentation of Past-President’s Stole 

 

Words of Blessing*: 

Blessed to us is this day.  

Blessed are you, for in you the Story of Life is stirring, 

rising again! 

Embracing this day and the journey before us, 

we go forward with the blessing of the One  

who shares holiness in us,  

humanity with us, and hope through us. 

Thanks be! Amen. 

 

Recessional Music*:  Go to the World   Voices United #420 
Words: Sylvia Dunstan, © 1991 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-711654. 

 

Postlude Music*: As Long As We Follow   More Voices #140 
Words and music: Joseph Kabemba, © 2004 General Board of Global Ministries. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-711654. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thanks to those offering leadership in worship: 

President of Maritime Conference – Rev. Meggin King 

Executive Secretary of Maritime Conference – David Hewitt, DM 

Representative of General Council Office – Erik Mathiesen 

Members of Youth Forum & Intermediates at Conference 

President Elect of Maritime Conference – Rev. Gloria Churchill 

Music Team 

Dan Edmonds (drums) 

Rick Gunn (music leader, guitar & piano) 

Heather Harrison (vocals & flute) 

Sue Stewart (vocals & acoustic bass) 

Worship Team 

Rev. Robyn Brown-Hewitt 

Dan Edmonds 

Rick Gunn 

Rev. Dr. Shawn Redden (convenor) 

Rev. Catherine Smith 

Communion Preparation & Wiggle Room Attendants 

Members of Sackville United Church 

Order of Service Bulletins – Jennifer Whittemore 

Gaelic & French Translation – Rev. Ivan Gregan 

 

The Offering of Gifts:  Envelopes are available and gifts will be 

donated to support the Mission & Service of The United Church of 

Canada. Please take a moment to prepare your gift before worship. 

During the Offertory Hymn, please pass envelopes to the end of the 

row where an Usher will gather the gifts in a basket. Thank You. 

 

Center Screen Photos: The photographs projected on the center 

screen that appear behind each ordinand during the Laying On of 

Hands have been selected by the ordinands. They depict 

“worshipful spaces” which are meaningful to each ordinand.  

 

Sharing Communion: The bread is UDI gluten-free. Juice trays will 

include cups filled with white grape juice that are reserved for those 

with allergies to purple grape juice. Please wait until all have been 

served that we may be united as we partake together. After worship, 

please place the small plastic communion cups in the recycling 

containers provided.  



 


