
Atlantic School of Theology Senate 

 

The Senate of Atlantic School of Theology has oversight of the academic life of the institution.  It 

receives brief reports from various committees (such as the Arts and Theology Committee, and 

the Worship/Chaplaincy Committee); makes decisions concerning course exemptions; and 

supports a variety of lecture and workshop offerings.  The decision regarding the conferral of 

degrees and awarding of diplomas and certificates will be made at the April meeting. 

 

I have attended two meetings of the Senate since my appointment in the early fall.  The first 

meeting occurred in October (my first meeting of the Senate in 23 years) and the second in early 

February.  This latter meeting was also a meeting, in part, with the Board of Governors.  AST is 

in the midst of a serious process of discernment.  Like many post- secondary institutions it must 

carve out a niche for public support and clarify its purpose and direction.  In it is reflected both the 

strain of change occurring in all denominations, yet also the possibility of renewed purpose.   

 

That renewed purpose is already bearing fruit.  The Distance Education Programme is very 

successful, though, I believe, taxing the academic resources of the School.  As the Church changes, 

so too must theological education.  It is difficult to imagine what the future of the Church, and 

theological education, will look like, but it will not, and cannot, remain apart from communities 

of faith.  For us in the United Church of Canada, the future of theological education is one that 

must be held to the fore as we, as a denomination, face the inevitable restructuring that will be 

shaped by the recommendations of   the Comprehensive Review Task Group. 

 

I am impressed by the efforts taken by the School to broaden its base of support, and to seek new 

ways of sharing its resources. 

 

There is a concern that the appointment by Presbyteries of retired clergy types to part time positions 

could deprive the School of suitable learning sites for the Distance Education Programme. 

 

Personally, I regret that there is no longer a mechanism through which the Presbytery Convenors 

of Education and Students Committees (the Conference Education and Students Committee) and 

the United Church Faculty Group of the School might enter into discussion. 

 

I bid you peace. 

Don Uhryniw 

 

 

 


