
Christian Life and Growth Committee 

 

This is a report in two parts. This is the first part. It’s in writing and it is accessible to you prior to 

the Annual Meeting. It is as much reflection and rumination as it is Report. It is also the prelude 

to the second half. That half has yet to be. It will be oral rather than written. It is not something I 

and the CLG committee have produced for you. Rather, it is something we are inviting you to 

create with us at the Annual Meeting. 

                                              

We are approaching the fortieth anniversary of the publication of John Westerhoff’s Will Our 

Children Have Faith?. Children who were in our Sunday Schools then are themselves approaching 

50! In the intervening years the question has expanded so that now it includes not just our children 

but our grand-children and indeed, for some, great grand-children. We’ve not just added a 

generation or two to the question however. The context is radically and irreversibly different.  

 

The Christian Life and Growth committee has taken many of those differences into account. They 

are reflected, for example, in the ever growing on-line communities forming as people participate 

in Retreats, blogs, and e-newsletters. We have a good handle on this area of our work. But there 

are things which elude our grasp and which cause us to question whether we really have a grip on 

things. 

 

On the one hand we have kept pace with change. We have successes. On the other hand we 

continue to struggle with the radical nature of cultural and societal change and ask how we’re 

doing. This past year we adopted an innovative approach to Confirmation and produced resources 

of exceptional quality to support it. It’s called Narthex. When the program was announced 

significant interest and excitement were expressed. Those working with youth in the Conference 

were enthusiastic and many predicted high numbers of participants. In April we cancelled the 

residential weekend component of Narthex. Drawing on all of Maritime Conference we had three 

youth participants. Last fall we worked hard with AST and the Tatamagouche Centre to ensure 

that a training event for those working with children and youth would go ahead. Two earlier events 

had to be cancelled for lack of participants. 

 

When those realities are coupled with other realities – the increase of part-time paid accountable 

staff and the dwindling financial resources behind that, for example – we’re left wondering if we’re 

producing 21st century resources for a 20th century church, a church that no longer exists. Have we 

reached the point where Westerhoff’s question has become “Will We Have Faith Formation” 

period? That’s the second half of our Report. The half we invite you to put together – however 

tentatively – as we have opportunity to meet and interact at this year’s Annual Meeting.  

 

Centering in Pottery, Poetry, and the Person has got to be the best title of any book I’ve yet to 

read. Written by M.C. Richards it’s a work I know only from citations in Martin Laird’s Into the 

Silent Land. For a long time now we’ve been saying as Church and as Conference that we’re in a 

time of, what Richards would call “derangement.” The Christian Life and Growth Committee is 

beginning to wonder just how “deranged” we are. Not so that we can offer “derangement” as an 

excuse; but, that, as Richards urges, we can “live through our derangement into the new 

arrangement.”  

 



I suppose it’s nice – desirable, even – when committee reports are full of assurance and assertion. 

Accountability though may well include asking questions and admitting uncertainty. We doubt we 

are alone with those questions or in that uncertainty. Might we at least be sure of the communal 

questions and the shared uncertainties? That’s our hope and that’s our invitation. Those are our 

struggles as a committee; but they are also, we believe, your struggles. Within the struggles lies 

possibility. “It is,” Richards writes “unfortunate when our anxiety over what looks like personal 

confusion or dereliction blinds us to the forces of liberation at work.”  

 

This is a report in two parts. This first part admits to some confusion even as I can assure you that 

there has been no dereliction. The second part – the in person part – invites you to join us in shared 

discovery and mutual discernment of “the forces of liberation at work” at our CLG Saturday 

Workshop – Throwing Faith Formation on the Potter’s Wheel. 

 

In a world of confusing and sometimes chaotic change some things remain constant. As I end my 

term as chair and my six year involvement with Christian Life and Growth I am deeply grateful 

for the constancy of vision and commitment shared by Conference staff and committee members.  

 

Nigel Weaver, Chair Christian Life and Growth Committee 


