
Church in Action Committee 

 

Mission of the Committee: 

 To encourage the church in its work as a compassionate, justice seeking, justice making 

community. 

 

 To engage in mutual ministry with people experiencing injustice and marginalization. 

 

The Church in Action Committee’s mission is accomplished through local Presbytery and 

Congregational Church in Action Committees and through Conference based Working Groups. 

We are always aware of the two pronged aspect of out work and strive for balance. 

The following Working Groups have been active in 2013 – 2014. The Aboriginal Working Group, 

Access to Justice Working Group, Environmental Working Group, Just Peace for Israel and 

Palestine Working Group, Mining Concerns Working Group, Mission Interpretation Working 

Group, Refugees Working Group. 

 

Aboriginal Concerns and Relations Working Group 

 

The work of this group is focused on building mutual and trusting relationships between 

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. Increasingly, this work includes fostering 

cooperation with other local groups of concern.  

 

As concern for both the hazardous and as yet unknown effects of resource extraction – especially 

fracking, mining and the construction of pipelines – increases, we have the opportunity to find 

strength in numbers with other groups, including the Mennonite Central Committee, the New 

Brunswick Environmental Network and the Conservation Council of New Brunswick. This 

summer, as the Wabanaki Confederacy meets in Esgenoopetitj, we and other “allies” of Aboriginal 

communities will be holding a parallel gathering in solidarity. Please watch the Maritime 

Conference website for further information.  

 

It is important to note here that, amid the din of concern regarding the environment, an important 

point is sometimes lost: that many of the lands being exploited are “unceded territory”. That is, 

land “held in trust” does not belong to any Canadian government, but is land whose distinct lack 

of ownership is guaranteed by treaties signed between sovereign nations. Our group has heard this 

repeated by local elders, and part of our continuing work is to bring light to this crucial 

understanding of our shared history in these lands. 

 

Last month, many United churches in New Brunswick hosted town hall meetings to discuss the 

hazards of fracking. Support for gatherings like these is an important part of building relationships 

among people of faith and conscience. Our United church continues to play a supportive role in 

supporting access to information and empowerment toward better choices and action. We are 

especially thankful to all of the people and communities who have helped in these and other 

endeavours.  

 

Each person is a part of a much larger picture, in which the prayerful work of all people helps 

unfold God’s promise for all Creation. 



 

(For an excellent video introduction to the issues of fracking and indigenous rights, check out the 

United Church video, “No to Gas Exploration”, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF_rPSX-

wlE) 

 

Andy O’Neill 

Convenor, Aboriginal Concerns and Relations Working Group 

 

Access to Justice Working Group 

 

The Access to Justice Working Group has had tremendous success in New Brunswick in having 

the government examine the barriers that people who live in poverty experience when trying to 

deal with the legal system. 

 

Gail Wylie  

Convenor  

 

Towards Just Peace for Israel and Palestine Working Group 

 

 During this past year:  

1. Ten members of the Working Group who have spent time in Palestine-Israel, made 

themselves available as resource persons, and have spoken to church and community 

groups. They have sought to inform and raise awareness of church members and of the 

public about what is happening on the ground between Israel and Palestinians and what the 

United Church position is, and to encourage more churches to support the United Church 

campaign for a just peace. In the fall of 2013 they spoke to the annual Conference 

leadership training event and Conference Executive.  

2. When the United Church staff and Moderator sent resources for the “Unsettling Goods” 

campaign to all United Churches in late fall 2013, working group members and others in 

Halifax and Moncton joined United Church members and supporters in cities across the 

country in organizing public witness events of the launch of the campaign.  

3. Local churches, presbyteries and Kairos Halifax made use of World Council of Churches 

resources as they participated in the annual World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel, 

September 2013.  

4. Knox United Church, Halifax, Park Royal United Church, Charlottown, Wilmont United 

Church, Frederickton, as well as other churches have sponsored study groups using either 

the Kairos Palestine ‘A Moment of Truth’ or the ‘Steadfast Hope’ study guide.  

5. Several churches are now selling and promoting Zatoun fair trade Palestinian olive oil, 

soap and Za’tar – which is of great help to Palestinian farmers and their families.  

6. The United Church campaign, “Unsettling Goods” to pray, choose and speak for peace 

with justice, includes a boycott of 3 products (SodaStream home carbonation device, 

Ahava cosmetics and Keter plastic) made in illegal Israeli settlements taking Palestinian 

land, water and other resources. Members of the working group have written and met with 

managers of stores selling such products pointing out the ethical issues and asking them 

not to sell settlement products. They have encouraged more church groups to join in this 



campaign – especially focusing on Canadian Tire spring 2014 with visits, letters and 

petitions to the national buyer.  

7. Church members have joined with other local groups to sponsor speakers and films and to 

distribute post cards, letters and information leaflets.  

8. Jim and Myrna Wicks and Gary McDonald went on an ethical “Come and See” visit to 

Israel-Palestine fall 2013. As soon as they returned they began to find ways to share their 

experiences and to speak up for peace with justice.  

9. Late spring 2013 Rev. Steve Berube, Riverview, (Moncton) NB, completed his volunteer 

service through the United Church as an Accompanier with the World Council of Churches 

Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel. Mel Earley, Halifax 

Quaker, was also sent by the United Church and served two 3-month terms of service (Nov. 

2013 through April 2014) with this same program.  

If you would like more information re how you and your church can get involved in working with 

others for peace with justice in Palestine and Israel, please contact Linda Scherzinger 

(lindakseven@gmail.com 902-425-0339). We have book suggestions for your church book club 

to read and discuss; films to suggest for a film night and/or film series; speakers to suggest for the 

UCW or another group in the church – or for your presbytery. 

 

Linda Scherzinger 

Convenor 

 

Mining the Connections Working Group 

 

The Mining the Connections Working Group carried out the following activities: 

 Developed and distributed a background resource/petition calling for the United 

Church Pension Board to divest from Goldcorp. Resource: Where Our Treasure Is 

http://marconf.ca/resources/treasure/. Petition: 

http://www.churchaction.ca/m_forms/view.php?id=10240 

 Sponsored with KAIROS a Guatemala Mining Study Tour Nov. 19-30, 2014, with 13 

participants from Victoria to Tatamaagouche, including Georgina Baisley, Emma 

Hebb, Wilf Bean, Kathryn Anderson  Blog: 

www.kairoscanada.org/sustainability/resource-extraction/kairos-participates-in-study-

tour-to-guatemala/study-tour-to-guatemala-blog       

 Organized fall 2013 tours: In New Brunswick and Cape Breton with a Philippines 

mining resistance activist, Vernie Yocogan-Dyano, representative of the United 

Church partner organization, the Cordillera People’s Alliance, and KAIROS staffer, 

Connie Sorios.    In Halifax, Truro, Tatamagouche, Sackville NB, PEI with Sister 

Maudila Lopez Cardona of the San Miguel Ixtahuacan Parish Defenders of 

Mother Earth Committee where Goldcorp’s Marlin Mine is located. She spoke in 

Halifax, Truro, Tatamagouche, Sackville NB, PEI. 

Kathryn Anderson 

Convenor    

 

Environmental Working Group 

 

The Environmental Working Group has been promoting awareness and understanding of the UN 
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declaration of the Rights of Mother Nature. We have alos bveen a presence in the anti-fracking 

actions in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

 

Emma Hebb and Marg Machum 

Co-Convenors 

 

Refugees Working Group 

 

The Refugee Working Group continues to work on local and national refugee issues. Currently 

responding to the need for sponsors for refugees from Syria. 

 

Bev McDonald 

Refugee Resource Person  

Maritime Conference 

 

Mission Interpretation Working Group 

 

The Mission Interpretation Working Group was involved with visitors from Guatemala and the 

Philippines. We participated in the “Learning In Faith Engagement –LIFE” seminar held at 

Tatamagouche Centre. This seminar was to train people considering leading groups on 

international or local “mission” trips. 

CoConvenors 

Gary MacDonald 

Georgina Baisley 

 

This report respectfully submitted on behalf of the Maritime Conference Church in Action 

Committee by: 

Jim Wicks 

Chair-Church in Action Committee                                                                                                 

 

 


