
Education & Students Committee 

 

The Maritime Conference Education and Students Committee's membership consists of the 

convenors (or designates) of the all the Presbytery Education and Students committees in the 

Conference. This committee meets once a year in January. 

 

The Conference Education and Students Committee is mandated to examine the readiness for 

ordination/commissioning of Candidates who have completed the requirements and have been 

recommended by their Presbyteries, and we make recommendations to this court as to their 

suitability for ordination. 

 

The committee also conducts interviews for candidates as follows: candidates in the second year 

of residential programs for ordination or commissioning who anticipate internship within a year 

or who plan on doing an internship after completing their academic requirements; candidates in 

the in-ministry programs approximately 18 months prior to anticipated ordination; and persons 

seeking admission to the United Church of Canada within the following 18 months.  The purpose 

of these interviews is to assist the individual and their presbyteries in assessing their growth to date 

and to highlight areas needing further work.  The interviews also enable the individuals to 

experience a Conference level interview prior to their ordination interviews. If presbyteries find it 

useful, the committee will also interview and provide feedback to Designated Lay Ministry 

personnel who have completed their 2nd summer training event. Designated Lay Ministers are now 

recognized by Presbyteries rather than by Conference.   

 

During the past year Maritime Conference Education and Students committee met at 

Tatamagouche Centre, January 15th to 17th, 2014.  

 

Part of our meeting is to provide a venue for Presbytery Education and Students convenors to share 

and discuss the various issues/concerns they may be facing in their individual work.  It also is a 

time when care and support can be offered by those who have faced similar challenges.  Finally, 

there is time provided for our Personnel Minister to share information on changes which may be 

elevant to the work in which we are engaged.  This year we conducted 14 interviews.  Of those, 

10 were for ordination by this conference, 1 was an ordination interview on behalf of Alberta 

Northwest Conference and 3 were Progress Assessment Interviews.  As a result of interviews, 

prayer and deliberations, I wish to report that the Maritime Conference Education and Students 

committee recommends the following Candidates to be ordained at the 2014 Annual General 

Meeting of the Maritime Conference: 

 

Krista Anderson  Valley Presbytery 

Gerald Blaquiere  Miramichi Presbytery 

 David Campbell  Bermuda Synod 

 Kevin Cox   Halifax Presbytery 

 Keith Gale   Truro Presbytery 

 Carole Gillard   Sydney Presbytery 



Lynda MacCulloch  Halifax Presbytery 

Gneid Walsh   Halifax Presbytery 

Greg Williams   Woolastock Presbytery 

 

As the convenor of the Conference Education and Students Committee, I would like to express my 

sincere appreciation to the members of this committee.  They are dedicated to E&S work at both 

the Presbytery and Conference level, and they care deeply for both their candidates and the church.  

These folk have honed their skills in interviewing and assessing candidates, and they are a 

significant asset to both the conference and their presbyteries. 

 

I wish to thank the Rev. Kendall Harrison who is our resource person.  Kendall’s experience and 

wisdom are both appreciated and valued.  When called on, he shares his considerable knowledge 

willingly, while leaving the decisions to the committee. For the last two years, Conference has 

freed up Lorraine Horyl to provide administrative support to the committee.  Her cheerfulness, 

skills and willingness have been a significant asset to the committee’s operations. The Rev. Beth 

Brehaut served as chaplain, and both candidates and committee members appreciate her calm and 

caring pastoral presence. 

 

Dan Wellwood 

Convenor 

 


