
General Council Executive 

“We’re in a tough time and I would never want the United Church’s voice lost,”    

Rev. Gary Paterson, Moderator of The United Church of Canada. 

 

During this past year, everyone who is a member of the United Church in Canada has been given 

an opportunity to think, reflect, pray and vision about our future. The Comprehensive Review has 

been a focus throughout the year and many hours of hard work by the committee and by members 

of the United Church as a whole will culminate by the summer of 2015 with the presentation at 

the next General Council in Newfoundland. 

 

The Comprehensive Review Task Group is encouraged by the strong engagement of presbyteries 

with “Fishing on the Other Side,” the discussion paper shared in early February. They are grateful 

for the wisdom, comments, and questions they are hearing from presbyteries and the lively 

conversations that are happening throughout the church. They are listening closely and are waiting 

as the Spirit works through all of you before they fully engage with the rich material coming from 

this process. The committee encourages you to read the discussion paper, play with the ideas, 

improve them, suggest alternatives, and join the online conversation at United Future. 

 

Rendez-vous 2014..and exciting event in the life of our church!   Rendez-vous 2014 is a national 

gathering for youth, young adults, and leaders—for all people who are passionate about youth and 

young adult ministries in The United Church of Canada. This year it will take place in Winnipeg 

from Aug.13th-16th.  It is an opportunity to come together and worship, dream, and connect with 

one another. This event will provide a showcase for local, regional, and national ministry ideas, 

speakers, and musicians.  Rendez-vous is for high school aged youth who what to connect with 

other young people sharing the same struggles and search for meaning in life. It is for young 

adults discerning where and how God is calling them to live their life. Rendez-vous is for educators 

and leaders who desire a better understanding of the value of youth and young adult ministry and 

desire contextual, theologically based resources to serve their ministries faithfully. 

 

The General Council Permanent Committee on Programs for Mission and Ministry Committee, in 

collaboration with the 42nd General Council Planning Committee, is responsible for oversight of 

Youth Forum for the 42nd General Council (2015). A re-visioning of the purpose, goals, and 

format of the General Council Youth Forum has been approved by the Executive of the General 

Council. The new program has three components:  

 

1.  a Youth Forum Winter Gathering in 2015  

2.  a pilgrimage to General Council of one youth per Conference during the summer of 2015  

3. participation at the 42nd General Council in Corner Brook, Newfoundland, at Memorial  

     University, Sir Wilfred Grenville College, and the adjacent Pepsi Centre  

 

August 8–15, 2015. 

The Executive of the General Council in May 2012 authorized the General Secretary to initiate 

bilateral conversations toward Mutual Recognition of Ministry agreements.  We directed that 

these conversations include, if possible, at least one Canadian denomination, one U.S. based 

http://www.united-church.ca/communications/news/general/140206
http://www.unitedfuture.ca/


denomination, and one global or overseas denomination. Mutual recognition would allow an 

‘orderly exchange of ministers’ between our Churches.   

 

To this end, conversations have begun with the United Church of Christ in the US, with the United 

Church of Christ in the Philippines and with the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea.  

These are all at different stages of development.  

 

Concerning the United Church of Christ in the US, at the next General Council 2015, there will be 

an agreement brought forth that proposes that we enter into full communion with them.   

Concerning the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, a memorandum is being brought forth 

to the General Council Executive (May 2014) that explores how mutual recognition might 

advance.  

 

Concerning the Presbyterian Church in the republic of Korea, a memorandum is expected to come 

to the GCE in November.   

 

The situation in Palestine and Israel continues before us.  On the GCE we have an international 

representative from a body with which we are in partnership. Ramzi Zananiri from the Department 

of Service to Palestinian Refugees (DSPR) of the Middle East Council of Churches represents this 

partnership and is our global partner.  He often has difficulties obtaining permission to leave Israel 

and this has made it extremely difficult for him to be present at our meetings.   The on-going 

documentation produced for “Unsettling Goods” reveals many of these terrible restrictions.  

 

The next meeting of the General Council will be in 2015. This meeting will be filled with 

exciting decisions and lively debate as we try to re-imagine the governance structure of our Church.   

 Prayerfully attempt to discern of you might be called to offer yourself as a Commissioner to this 

meeting and for the period of 2015-2018.    

 

More information on this event will be shared on the United Church web-site and from our 

Conference office.  

 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s seventh and final National Event took place in 

Edmonton, Alberta, March 27-30, 2014. Several United Church leaders, including Leading Elder 

Lorna Standingready (All Native Circle Conference), Ray Jones (Chair, Aboriginal Ministries 

Council), Maggie McLeod (Executive Minister, Aboriginal Ministries Circle), Moderator Gary 

Paterson, and General Secretary Nora Sanders were present.  The Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission of Canada is part of a comprehensive response to the legacy of Indian Residential 

Schools as set out in the Residential Schools’ Settlement Agreement reached in May 2006. The 

Commission is mandated to look at activities within residential schools, as well as the impacts of 

the schools’ stated aim to assimilate Aboriginal children.   The TRC has been granted a one year 

extension until June 30, 2015, to fulfill its mandate, including document collection and its final 

report.   

 

An updated report from GCE will be presented by us at the Conference Annual meeting.  The next 

GCE takes place from May 3rd to 5th, 2014. 

 

Rev. Ivan Gregan, General Council Clergy Rep. 

Pauline Walker, General Council Lay Rep. 


