
Inverness Guysborough Presbytery 

 

From New Harbour to Margaree Harbour, from Black River, West Bay to Middle River, from East 

Lake Ainslie to Bayfield, this extensive presbytery is experiencing considerable change. 

 

In contrast to the last several years, during which there were few changes, four pastoral charges 

are in the early or final stages of changes in pastoral relationships. One of them, Eastern 

Guysborough, has had to face the reality of its declining population and limited resources and start 

the process of changing its structure. 

 

West Bay, Mulgrave and Whycocomagh-East Lake Ainslie are at various stages of the changes in 

pastoral relationships saga and/or changes in the design of the charge. 

 

The annual reports for the various pastoral charges and congregations reveal that services are being 

held regularly with sacraments shared at appropriate times. Although most congregations report 

no church schools, several still have young people meeting during church time or other times in 

the week.  

 

The reports reveal that UCWs are slowly disappearing from the active scene. One pastoral charge 

and one congregation has a men’s group still providing meaningful activities, including the raising 

of funds. 

 

With the declining population as many young families are moving to other parts of Nova Scotia or 

to Alberta, the churches along with other community organizations are finding it very difficult to 

find people who will serve on committees. As well, the increase in the cost of heating churches, 

paying allocations and meeting other expenses has forced many congregations/pastoral charges to 

draw upon their investments to meet their budgets.  

 

Slowly, very slowly, Inverness Guysborough Presbytery is trying to create a new structure for the 

district which will meet the needs, recognize the aging population, accommodate the changes in 

the sociological environment.   

 

With the effort required to meet the many changes in pastoral relationship and the lack of new 

energetic volunteers to serve in leadership roles, Inverness Guysborough Presbytery is struggling 

to maintain its previous level of activity. The meetings continue to be times of encouragement and 

spiritual insights and good humour.  

 

How to continue to be the voice of liberal Protestantism in this large geographical district is the 

challenge for the coming year.  The courage and dedication of many faithful people, both lay and 

clergy, continue to help us to hear the voice of Jesus calling to us across hills and valleys, rivers 

and inlets from Canso to Big Baddeck.  Across the tumult of our lives and the challenges of change, 

we continue to hear the call and to respond.  
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