
Miramichi Presbytery 

 

The Miramichi River is one of the longest rivers of New Brunswick, snaking its way from the 

lobster fisheries of the Atlantic Ocean north and south deep into the province and the salmon 

fisheries and forests of the northwest. But it is water and a shared experience of northern forests 

that draw these people together. 

 

We are talking about 17 pastoral charges spread over a huge distance; from Blackville in the 

Southwest to the Gaspe coast of Quebec in the Northeast; the North Shore of New Brunswick, plus 

a little Quebec. 

 

Presbytery meets quarterly in Bathurst which is a central location on Saturdays for the full day, 

and during that day quite a bit of time is spent on networking and support. We have spent a day 

talking about conference and what it does, a day discussing fishing on the other side, a day looking 

at pastoral care and support as an issue… learning and sharing together is a priority as we are so 

diverse. 

 

This is a rural and struggling presbytery which is dealing with a number of property and boundary 

issues. This year we shut down another church, St. Mark’s in Douglastown. It was done faithfully 

and at the end of a couple of years of heartbreaking struggle to decide what course God was calling 

the people too. Most have found homes in the neighbouring United Churches. 

 

But it is a reality that is taking more and more of the time of Presbytery, how many churches do 

we need and where should they be? 

 

Although this does occupy a lot of thought, there is also a fierce pride in the people of the northern 

half of our province. They have endured struggles with fisheries, with foresting, with foreign 

ownership and with all of the people going away to work. In the midst of that is a sense that we 

have been here before and we will be here again… and we will survive. 

 

The Presbytery is small but has faithful volunteers of all ages, some of whom have been part of 

the decision making of the church for decades. There is a wealth of experience and understanding 

that runs deep in all of our meetings and decisions.  

 

The future is going to bring change to all of the church. But along the Miramichi that change will 

just be a part of what has always been. You cannot step into the same stream twice…. 


