
Mount Allison University Board of Regents 

 

It has been my pleasure and privilege to serve, along with Rev. Meredith Fraser, as the Maritime Conference 

representative on the board of Regents of Mount Allison University. In addition to attending regular 

quarterly board meetings I sit on the Academic Affairs Committee and most recently was part of the 

working group providing advice to the administration as they attempted to negotiate a collective agreement 

with the faculty association. 

 

It has been a bitter sweet year for Mount Allison. The University continues to be the top rated undergraduate 

university in the country and provides an exceptional academic and campus experience for its students. 

This year Mount Allison produced its 51st Rhodes Scholar, an amazing feat for a small university. Despite 

the snow and winter temperatures, construction of Mount Allison’s Purdy Crawford Centre for the Arts is 

well on track to welcome its first students this September. You won’t miss its presence on campus during 

our annual meeting. The newest building on campus will be a state of the art showcase for fine arts and 

music. The Centre is being financed primarily from private sources, without government or borrowed 

funding. The University has already raised more than $21 million from private donors toward the $30 

million project, with a goal to raise the remaining $9 million. During the year many faculty received 

prestigious awards, fellowships, and grants.  

 

However Mount Allison faces the challenges of all universities, uncertain government funding, declining 

enrollment and rising expenses. The administration has provided excellent strategic leadership and plans 

are in place to deal with each of these issues. The main difficulty this year came as a result of the inability 

of the administration and the faculty association to agree on a collective agreement. The result was an 

acrimonious strike that itself failed to lead to a resolution. Although there was an agreement to end the 

strike, outstanding issues are now in arbitration. The school year was salvaged and students remain on track 

to graduate, but the campus mood was soured.  

 

Mount Allison continues to value its connection to the United Church and remains an excellent choice for 

those doing pre-theological studies.  

   

Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson 

   

 


