
Pine Hill Board of Governors 

 

Friends, as we continue to reinvent ourselves during these changing times within the church, there 

are also incredible challenges and opportunities in theological education.  The pursuit of training 

and forming our future leaders is the essential focus and passion of Pine Hill, through financial 

support of the Atlantic School of Theology and our United Church students and faculty.   

 

I would like to take this moment as Chair of Pine Hill Board of Governors, to say thank you to our 

many volunteers, both lay and ordained, as well as our friends and supporters as we prepare to 

meet these challenges and opportunities head on.  A special thanks needs to be offered to our 

Executive Director, Brenda Munro, whose steadfast commitment and many talents keep us focused 

on the considerable work before us. 

 

This year, I’m happy to report that our United Church is blessed to have forty four students 

studying at AST, with an equal number in both the residential and distance programs of study.  

Eight students from the distance program will graduate this year, with ten of their peers from the 

residential program.   We also celebrate a graduate in the lay ministry program who will be 

receiving her M.Div and another who will receive her certificate in theological studies.  All 

students who are confirmed candidates receive a full tuition bursary and funding for up to thirty 

credits on behalf of Pine Hill.  Our deepest thanks go out to our bursary committee which is chaired 

by Rev. Scott Hillier for their steadfast commitment to our students, and your future leaders.  You 

should also be aware of the gift our Board has in the Rev. Sally Shaw, our United Church formation 

director, whose dedication and skill assist every student as their ministry evolves. 

 

This year, Pine Hill was pleased to award the Continuing Education Bursary to Rev. Catherine 

MacDonald for her work in the Atlantic Jubilee Program (AJP) in Spiritual Deepening and 

Spiritual Guidance.  We would like to remind Maritime Conference that The Pine Hill Alumni 

Association Scholarship was not awarded and will be advertised again in the Summer 2014.  

Applications are due by September 1st and it is open to any United Church graduate from AST 

who wish to take further theological studies. 

While these changing times have also changed market expectations in recent years, I’m also happy 

to report that our investments are faring well.  This is largely due to the wisdom and expertise of 

our Finance and Investment committee, which is chaired by Bob Carter.  Their combined skill and 

reading of financial tea leaves is second to none.  They are also exploring the potential of a new 

relationship with the United Church of Canada Foundation.  Stay tuned. 

 

Finally, Pine Hill was a committed supporter of the recent Discernment Process at AST.  This 

innovative and much needed conversation of prayer and witness brought together every part of the 

AST community as we prepare for the future with the Spirit’s leading.  Given the depth of support, 

ideas, and genuine commitment to theological education and formation, I look forward to the 

outcome of AST’s strategic planning process that is now underway.   

 

Pine Hill is blessed to have such a clear mission - the formation and training of our future leaders 

in ministry in partnership with AST and our United Church of Canada.  Why don’t you come and 

join us?  Please speak with Rev. Gloria Churchill, our chair of Nominations, to see if there are 

potential vacancies to be filled. 



 

In Christ, 

Rev. Matthew Fillier  


