
Saint John Presbytery 

 

It has been a tumultuous year for Saint John Presbytery. Three (3) congregations officially closed 

in 2013 - Welsford United Church, St. Giles United Church, and Centenary-Queen Square United 

Church. The decision to close is never taken lightly and all three congregations put a lot of prayer, 

wisdom, and care into their closing. A further challenge for Presbytery has been working with 

Trustees and Maritime Conference around tending to the requirements of lingering property, since 

both St. Giles and Welsford have yet to sell their respective buildings 

  

Saint John Presbytery has eighteen (18) Pastoral Charges within its bounds. At this time, only eight 

(8) of those have stable, full time ministry in place. Eight (8) Pastoral Charges are now half time, 

with five (5) of these being covered by Retired Supply. The three (3) Pastoral Charges in the East 

end of Saint John, and the downtown congregation of St. Andrew’s & St. David’s, are all in 

transition. They are talking with one another, dreaming of what might be, and we are optimistic 

that something wonderful will come out of those discussions.  

 

There is much to celebrate within our congregations and Pastoral Charges. We have several small 

Pastoral Charges who struggle to stay afloat and yet are so generous in their support of the mission 

and outreach needs of their communities and of the wider Church. We have many diligent workers, 

talented choirs, dedicated study groups, and innovative worship leaders.  

The Presbytery’s Christian Life and Growth Committee is doing an excellent job of building 

connections between the various youth groups active in our congregations. We are blessed to have 

three (3) congregations who have dedicated staff time to ministry with youth and young families. 

There are four (4) housing projects operated by our congregations plus the nursing home at 

Carleton-Kirk.  Portland United and St. David’s both have wonderfully successful school lunch 

programs. Welsford Pastoral Charge and Newton-Waterford Pastoral Charge both have active 

men’s groups.  

 

As a Presbytery, we are exploring new ways to share our resources, new ways to be Church, new 

ways to serve the needs of our communities. Sometimes that means closing and disbanding 

congregations. Sometimes it means working together in new, as yet uncertain, ways. Sometimes 

it means seeking new relationships with other like-minded folk within the wider community. What 

we are discovering is that the more we tend to one another with love, the more we ask the tough 

questions, and the more we focus on Christ’s mission and ministry, the better able we are to move 

forward in faith. 

 

 


