
Sydney Presbytery 

 

This year, as last year, we have seen many changes in Sydney Presbytery. We welcomed new full-

time ordained ministers, Rev. Emily Duggan to Louisbourg, and Rev. Hazel Morris to St. Anne’s 

Bay, and Rev. Gary Burrill & Rev. Boyce Elliot to serve the amalgamating Congregations. We 

have a DLM coming to serve one of our four point charges, (Boularderie) and two ordained 

ministers who will serve part-time together on a three point Charge (St. Peters). Unfortunately, we 

also had one minister retire (who is still doing pulpit supply) and two ministers move to another 

Presbytery. On the good news side, we have Carol Gillis being ordained from our Presbytery at 

this year's Annual Conference. 

 

All in all, our situation has only marginally improved. Unfortunately, too many Charges are still 

relying on lay supply, retired supply, or retired full-time appointments. One Charge is losing their 

minister come June, and another has a minister out on sick leave. There also several other ministers 

whose contracts expire over the coming year, and as some are retired, they may feel unable to 

continue. This dependence for pastoral care and worship leadership from our retired ministers is 

not what we would like to see, but we thank all those who are so dedicated that they continue to 

serve congregations rather than leave them with no minister.  

 

Other news is that the proposed amalgamation of our downtown Sydney congregations is still 

under construction. We were all sad to attend the de-commissioning of their buildings, but glad 

that they still have two full-time ministers and a shared worship space with a downtown Baptist 

congregation. One small congregation that had an agreement with one of the down-town 

congregations is now working on becoming a separate worship point. 

 

Sydney Presbytery has all the usual issues of our United Church of Canada – burnt out volunteers, 

declining congregations, shortage of ministry personnel and financial problems. On the plus side 

– we have met and worked together this year, combining and expanding our Presbytery committees 

so that the load was shared by more people – thus lessening the time requirements for our volunteer 

committee members. We will continue to explore ways to keep Congregations focused on God’s 

work for us. 

 

God is with us, we are not alone – every member of our Presbytery firmly believes this. Trusting 

God, we have spent time as a body looking at all the recent proposals of possible ways to be Church 

in a new way. The “Vibrant Communities of Faith” terminology may be a useful tool to help 

congregations realize that they are not their buildings.  

 

We want very much to thank Diane Kempt for her leadership and hard work as our Chair for the 

last two years. We welcome Donald MacKay as our incoming Chair.  

 



To quote the report from the 2012 Sydney Presbytery report: 

 “What the future holds is a mystery. Together we seek direction as people of God, as brothers and 

sisters in faith”. 

 

Blessings on us all: 

 

Rev. Margie Wood; co-chair Sydney Presbytery Pastoral Care and Support Committee. 

 

 

  


