
United Church Men 
 

Our Vision Statement: “To lead men to an understanding of the work and witness of the church, 

that through commitment to Christ, they may fulfill the ministry to which they are called, in the 

home, in daily work, in the community and in the world.” 

 

Another year has come and gone since I last reported on our activities. And it seems that not much 

has changed within our executive and, to the executives' knowledge, nothing new to report on the 

activities of men around the Maritime Conference. Probably the major item for the executive was 

the death of our Representative-at-Large for New Brunswick, Tom Spires, of Saint John. His 

contribution and effort on our behalf will be greatly missed.  

 

We did, however, continue to stay in touch with our newsletter with more and more men using 

modern day technology to receive the news. Please inform us if you are not on our list; send us 

your email address. And we are still asking for articles from men's groups so we can share activities 

and ideas with others. So let us hear from you. Don't forget that you can keep informed of the 

UCM on our website at www.marconf.ca/ucmen. 

 

But the highlight of the year was our seventh biennial rally, on May 3rd, 2014 at Trinity-St. Stephen 

United Church in Amherst. This year’s theme was very modern day, “Setting a Destination...a 

GPS for the church” with the Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling, Senior Minister at Timothy Eaton 

Memorial church in Toronto. Several years ago, Andrew had been minister at Woodlawn United 

Church in Dartmouth, NS. Vince Galbraith (DLM) from Saint John served as our chaplain. Barry 

Snodgrass, Saint John, and the ever-popular Lloyd MacLean on the keyboard lead us in great 

music. Rev. Ian Harrison served as our director. Hard to believe that twelve years has passed since 

our first rally in 2002. 

 

We are pleased to report that the Cape Breton Men's Conference continues to meet every 

September. Two other men's weekends, which are interdenominational, are the Fredericton 

Christian Men's Retreat in February held at the jormer Circle Square Ranch, now Snider Mountain 

Ranch just west of Sussex, NB and the Digby Men's Retreat in April. 

 

As UCM President I serve on the executive of Maritime Conference, and this year served on the 

Sub-Executive and have continued to learn more and appreciate what makes the United Church of 

Canada so great. 

 

Bob Bartlett, President 

Maritime Conference UCM 

ucmpres@gmail.com 
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