
United Church Women 

 

The theme chosen by National UCW President, Bev Green for her two year term is “Walk With 

Me”.  That will be our theme at our MCUCW Biennial meeting in North Sydney at the end of 

April.  We have been “walking together” as we face the many challenges in our churches around 

the Conference.  Our aging and dwindling membership has resulted in closed churches and 

disbanded Presbyterials.  Yet we continue to find ways to be active in “Christian witness, study, 

fellowship and service.”  Our 50th anniversary project to fund the maternal health care programs 

at the Morogoro Women’s Training Centre in Tanzania raised more than $264,000.  That is quite 

an accomplishment. 

 

At the National UCW meeting in September, it was decided that we would take Child Poverty in 

Canada as a project.  This will involve education and determining some action that can be taken 

in our own communities in the Maritimes.  Bev Green will be telling us about the political 

campaign undertaken by the UCW in Alberta.  We do not expect this to be a cure but we want to 

do our part to keep it before the politicians and our governments for action. 

 

It is a struggle for many groups and Presbyterials to find women who are willing to take on 

leadership roles.  We are finding that Leadership Teams are a model that is helpful for some.  

Sharing responsibilities encourages some to offer their skills.  There is lots of experience in these 

groups but some are getting tired and see no one coming behind to lead into the future.   

 

With so many churches struggling financially, many UCWs are working hard raising funds to keep 

the doors open.  We recognize this issue and hope they will not become discouraged.  When 

churches close, some women move to other UCW groups while others continue to meet and 

support those community needs that they have always supported.  This is an indication of the 

importance of UCW in their lives. 

 

Our Life Membership pin has been updated with the new United Church Crest and a bar to indicate 

that it is for UCW.  These are available through the General Council Office.  The changes in those 

offices have resulted in Maria Elena Ovila being our contact person there. 

 

Catherine MacLean of Sydney Presbyterial will be installed as our president at our Biennial 

meeting.  We encourage women to participate in their home UCWs and at the Presbyterial and 

Conference level.  We have a voice and we need to use it wisely. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anna Peters 

President Maritime Conference UCW 

 


