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Born in the small village of Donkin, NS, on the eastern most tip of Cape Breton Island, Carol 

Gillard is the youngest girl and the ninth of ten children. It’s not hard to imagine how early 

childhood experiences shaped her desire and dedication to lifelong learning. The Church was the 

centre of the community; activities that drew children into its walls occurred not only on Sunday 

but through the week as well. Activities that taught the stories in the Bible were but a part of the 

things that happened during the meetings. Social skills, sharing, memorizing, leading and 

participating were among the many activities that took place shaping the future of many.  

 

While juggling a household, two young children and a seasonally employed husband, Carol took 

courses part time at the University of Cape Breton. She earned a Certificate in Management and a 

Bachelor of Business Administration Degree but still felt there was more to learn. During the 

course of several life tragedies, the Church remained her anchor and her rock. It was during these 

events that she felt called by God to follow her path toward ministry.  

 

Leaving family and friends to attend full time studies at the Atlantic School of Theology in Halifax, 

NS, she never looked back.  While studying, Carol assisted the ministers at Cole Harbor Woodside 

United Church, Edgewood Oxford United Church United Church, participated in Prison Ministry 

and volunteered at Brunswick Street Mission where she further developed her passion for pastoral 

care.  Carol is a member of Christian Life and Growth at Maritime Conference, and Future 

Directions of Truro Presbytery. As a lifelong learner, Carol has attended many workshops and 

conferences within the scope of the United Church: Seaway Valley Presbytery on Cooperative 

Ministry, United We Stand: Cooperative Ministry seminar held at Tatamagouche, NS, Atlantic 

Seminar in Theological Education, Truro, Progressive Christianity: The Evolving Story, 

Boundaries Training with Maritime Conference and several workshops within the Colchester 

Community Regional Hospital Spiritual Care Department. Carol is a full time minister at Upper 

Londonderry Pastoral Charge, the oldest pastoral charge in Canada, a three point charge in Truro 

Presbytery.   

  
 


