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My name is Gneid Walsh. I thank God for being born into a family that sings together and prays 

together. I graduate on May 3rd: which is my 27th birthday. The roots of my journey started 

growing long before I was born. My mother (Cindy) was raised by Norman and Gertrude Upshaw 

of Windsor, NS. My papa was a Baptist deacon and my nanny a nurse’s aid. They also had a small 

farm in which they grew what would now be considered a community garden. They adopted eight 

children the youngest of whom was my mother and fostered 25 children. I grew up with a love of 

God, an understanding that family is more than a gene-pool, and that we have a responsibility to 

love one another even (perhaps especially) when times are tough.  

  

I come from a military family. We have lived across Canada and in Germany. My dad (Shawn) 

was raised by, Hilda Walsh: a strong, single mom. He had an abusive father who left his family of 

seven when he was twelve years old. He was a military police officer and coach. He taught me to 

be team-oriented, sportsmanlike, honest, and to play the “game of life” with integrity. Living in 

this family – in a constantly shifting environment – showed me that wherever we are we can be 

connected by God’s love: a truth that inspires us into imagining we are connected by the Spirit 

when the world would have us think we are distant from one another. Faith is a gift to share in and 

with others. I rejoice this because my family raised me living as participants in God’s love. 

  

My older brothers, Adam and Graham, inspired me to grow to be a strong, yet compassionate, 

person. Adam is a firefighter and Graham is an RCMP officer. I look forward to not only fulfilling 

the call of ministry (which allows me to serve God and my church in my call to Word, Sacrament, 

and Pastoral Care), but also to complete – as my brothers keep reminding me – the “super-hero” 

team of first responders (the firefighter, the police officer, and the reverend). 

 

 


