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My Great-Grandmother Nisbet told me I was going to be a minister when I was six years old, 

though she was adamant that it would be in the Presbyterian Church. In her words, the United 

Church was a “fun” church and not a “serious” church. For me, fun has always been one of the 

highest expressions of divine love, and so over twenty years later I followed the call to ordained 

ministry in the United Church of Canada. I grew up in St. Andrews, New Brunswick and first 

attended university at UNB Fredericton, dropping out of a Bachelor of Computer Science degree 

after three semesters. I worked in the service industry for six years waiting tables, cleaning deep 

fryers, and slinging coffees until a friend found me a job as a computer programmer. After four 

years as a programmer, an atheist friend urged me to consider ministry. 

 

I began discernment at Shubenacadie United Church after a fresh start in post-secondary education, 

and this time I excelled with a renewed clarity of spirit. After completing a Diploma of Human 

Services with a specialization in Therapeutic Recreation from NSCC (winning the Governor 

General's Medal for Academic Achievement) and a Bachelor of Professional Arts with a major in 

Human Services from Athabasca University, I enrolled in the Master of Divinity Summer Distance 

Program of Ordination at the Atlantic School of Theology. As a part of my education, I served 

Memorial United Church in southeastern Kings County, Prince Edward Island for five years as 

student supply. I now set my heart on a new call to Brookfield Pastoral Charge in Nova Scotia, 

and trust that God will continue to be as gracious, amazing and challenging as along the steps that 

have brought me to where I am now. 

 

I have been married for 13 mind-bogglingly awesome years to my loving partner, Tabatha Blaney-

Gale. We are joined on this crazy journey by three young children: Annika, Jamie and Timothy. 

A tremendous thanks to my parents, grandparents, sisters, and extended family for their life-

sustaining support as I navigated this bizarre path on which God placed me. May the grace of 

Jesus, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Spirit continue to inspire us as we move on into 

tomorrow! 

 

 

 


