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I am a child of the church.  Raised by parents who believed deeply in a God who is present and 

active in the world and in our lives I have spent much of my life active in the church.  I attended, 

taught, and organized Sunday School – attended, lead, and supported Youth leaders – and began 

preaching when I was 18 by filling in for my dad when he went on business trips or vacations.  My 

gifts and talents for ministry have been recognized, celebrated, and affirmed by individuals, 

congregations, and presbyteries in both the Presbyterian and United churches of Canada. 

 

But church is more than what we do.  My love affair with the church began the year I got in trouble 

in the small town where we lived.   My father was in his first year of a call to ST. Paul’s 

Presbyterian church in Banff, Alberta.  I had barely been involved at the church, deep as I was in 

my rebellious teen years.  Yet when I went to court for my lawyer presented the judge with a pile 

of letters written from people of the church on my account.  The words of those letters thawed a 

frozen heart.  It was the first time that it really hit home for me that the love we talk about in church 

is real, and I was included. 

 

My own journey has had its ups and downs, but the church has always been there for me along the 

way – guiding me, directing me and showing me an unwavering love and support.  I am honored 

to be ordained into the United Church of Canada – to have an opportunity to give back just a small 

part of the love and service that has been shown to me through my life. 

 

My deepest thanks to my children, who have been with me the whole journey to ordination, my 

father Frank Breisch, without whose unwavering support I wouldn’t have made it, the rest of my 

family, and all those who kept saying “Yes” even when I wasn’t sure!  It takes a denomination to 

raise an ordinand – in my case it took two – and I am excited to begin the next phase of the journey. 


