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Rev. Dr. James Harris Bragan, 74, of Hantsport and Yarmouth, Nova Scotia; West Bay, Cape 

Breton; Murray Harbour and Charlottetown, PEI; Watson Lake, Yukon; and Skidegate / North 

Beach, Haida Gwaii; after a sudden cardiac arrest, peacefully departed from Halifax, NS on his 

next journey just ahead of the approaching blizzard Thursday, 02 January 2014.  Born 05 February 

1940 in the Cayman Islands, and raised in the southern U.S., Rev. Jim was known for his fondness 

for warmer weather.  He had been looking forward to leaving in early February for 3 months in 

Grenada, Eastern Caribbean, to continue his volunteer ministry with the Presbyterian Church in 

Grenada. He was predeceased by parents Jessie Rae (Schultz) of Decker, IN and James Murray 

Bragan, of Birmingham, AL who served who as missionaries in the Caribbean, then ministered 

throughout the southern states; and his sister Judith Rae Flannery of Marion, IN.  He was survived 

by his wife Vicki Anne (Notter), who supported him in his ministry; sisters Joan Frances (Ray 

Williamson) of San Diego, CA and Janis Bragan Balda (Wes Balda) of Unity, ME; children 

Matthew, Heather and Leanne Bragan in BC; nieces and nephews Dotty (Todd) Linsenmeyer; 

Mark (Claire) Williamson; Becky (Jason) Colvin; Ben (Mindy) Williamson; Jessica Flannery; 

Jamie Flannery; Erica (Lenny) Mangham; Daniel (Lisa) Balda; Joanna (Andy) Stanberry; Sam 

Balda; great nieces and nephews, and countless members of congregations where his ministry 

encouraged renewal, spiritual growth and practical application of the lessons for a good life shared 

by Jesus Christ.  He was challenging and funny, supportive and encouraging in his preaching and 

pastoral care, and believed passionately that the Gospel message offered new life. His words and 

example continue to influence many lives. He qualified as a Counselling Psychologist, then trained 

for ministry and took his first assignment in a shared triple-denominational ministry in Nebraska. 

He came to Canada in 1971, discouraged by the re-election of Nixon, to take further training in 

Pastoral Counselling while leading a congregation in Calgary.  His next move took him to a church 

in North Vancouver for a few years, then he changed gears and served 15 years as Probation 

Officer and Family Court Counsellor in the Queen Charlotte Islands, now known as Haida Gwaii, 

in northern BC, where he met and married Vicki.  Jim enjoyed living among the Haida people and 

learning about their history and powerful art forms.  He encouraged and supported many new 

carvers by buying their argillite, silver and gold carvings when the tourists were not around.   

Feeling called back to ministry, Jim trained as a specialist in transitions in order to serve churches 

that needed stimulus, reflection, challenge, or conflict management, and he and Vicki set out do 

one assignment in each province while seeing the whole country.  Mainland Nova Scotia claimed 

his affections first, then PEI did too, followed by Cape Breton and Yarmouth, all interspersed with 

assignments in northwest BC, primarily in First Nations communities: Waglisla (Bella Bella); 

Klemtu; Lax Kw’alaams (Port Simpson); several times in Skidegate, Haida Gwaii, and short term 

in New Brunswick. He and Vicki decided that they were bi-coastal people, as they never did get 

to the other provinces, except to drive through on the way somewhere. Jim was always ecumenical 

in his perspective, and was called to minister in United, Baptist and Presbyterian congregations.  

He felt at home in worship with all in sacred gatherings. He was knowledgeable about church 

differences but pursued a path of inclusion, not exclusion. He drew people together in community, 

building confidence to share their gifts, helping many to feel their connection with God.   

 

The funeral service was held at a later date.  


