
NATIONAL  UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

"What does the Lord require of you, but, to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God?" 

 

 Greetings from your sisters in Christ, the National United Church Women.  To 

bring you up to date on the current UCW national wide initiative I offer you this 

background information.   

 

 The   41st General Council (2012) of the United Church of Canada directed the 

Executive of General Council to develop strategies to enable all members and 

adherents to take action in collaboration with all levels of government, business 

communities, non profit organizations and partners to address child poverty in Canada.  

All United Church Women were asked to look at this issue. This is not a fund raising 

objective, but, rather,  to  raise awareness of this  challenge  within this prosperous 

country of Canada.   One of the first comments I heard was:  "This is not an issue in our 

area, and the second comment I heard was:  "is there a food bank in your area?   and if 

so, why?"   I am reminded of Proverbs 31:  8 

 

 "Speak up for people who cannot speak for themselves.  Protect the rights of all 

those who are helpless."   I invite you to hold these words in your hearts as you go 

about your daily life. 

 

 I dare say, for all of us, this  past year has been exciting, challenging, thought-

provoking and in so many ways, rewarding, as we lived and worked within Spirit filled  

opportunities.  Our journeys have not always been easy,  we have shared joys and 

losses.  And yet, in  the midst of  this, all of us continue our compassionate work; to be 

the hands and hearts of Jesus. 

 

 I offer you this Franciscan benediction;  ''May God bless us with just enough 

foolishness to believe that we can make a difference in the world, so that we can do 

what others claim cannot be done.''   

 

 May the coming year bring you the challenges and opportunities needed to 

continue to live faithfully within community. I bid you - Shalom. 

 

Yours in Faith 

Phyllis J Buchner 

President,  National United Church Women 
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