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Maritime Conference of The United Church of Canada 
90th Annual Meeting 

Celebration of Ministry 
Tantramar Veterans Memorial Civic Centre 

Sackville, New Brunswick 
Sunday, May 31, 2015 – 10:00 a.m. 

 
Live the Promise That All May Be 

 
‘We are each given particular gifts of the Spirit.  

For the sake of the world, God calls all followers of Jesus  
to Christian ministry. 

In the church, some are called to specific ministries of leadership, 
both lay and ordered... 

To embody God’s love in the world, 
the work of the church requires  

the ministry and discipleship  of all believers.’ 
 (Song of Faith) 

 
The theme of the 90th Annual Meeting of Maritime Conference 
references the motto of The United Church of Canada and the 
original vision expressed in 1925 – ‘that all may be one.’ In 2015 

we have gathered to celebrate our rich and colourful history, and 
to affirm the promise awaiting us in the years to come. 

In its 90 year history Maritime Conference of The United Church 
of Canada has witnessed the ordination of 908 individuals and 
the commissioning of 9 individuals. Through the decades this 

Conference has offered 917 ministers to the church.  
Today six more will be added to their number.  

We have gathered to celebrate the ministry that is ours as The 
United Church of Canada in this region today. United in 

celebration, let’s begin to live the promise of the next 90 years. 
 
* - Please stand as you are able 
 
 



Prelude Music - That All May Sing   
Gather Us In  MV 7 
I’m a Child of God  MV 157 
I’ve Called You by Your Name  MV 161 

 
Announcements 
 

LIVE THE PROMISE 
THAT ALL MAY BE ONE IN CELEBRATION 

 
Drum Processional* 
 
That All May Be Welcome - Acknowledgement of Place:  
 

For thousands of years First Nations people have walked 
in this land. Their relationship with the land is at the 
center of their lives. We acknowledge the Mi’kmaq, 
Maliseet, and Passamaquoddy peoples and their 
stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 
I invite you now, as you are comfortable doing so, to join 
with me reading these words of welcome:  
 Maritime Conference seeks to be a safe place for  
  all people to worship regardless of age, ability,  
  race, cultural background, sexual orientation or  
  gender identity. 

 
Let the Light Shine: 
 
 Light appearing in the beginning of each day, 
  Light revealed within and among us, 
 Light of the World, present now. 
  Light reflecting all the colours of this new dawn, 

so let us shine!  
 
 
 



Call to Celebrate: 
 

Come, let’s celebrate together!  
Expecting great things, let’s live the promise! 

Called to be the Church, we are not alone! 
  Attempting great things, let’s live the promise! 

 
Opening Prayer: 
 

Sacred Spirit on whom our hearts rely and our  
  hopes depend, we pray a blessing upon this day. 

May we live fully and love extravagantly. 
May we be gracious in word, generous in deed  

  and fearless in action.  
Thanks be! Amen. 

 
Song*:  Know That God is Good   MV 104 

 
 

LIVE THE PROMISE 
THAT ALL MAY BE ONE IN MINISTRY 

 
Scripture  John 14:15-30 
 
Sung Refrain:   Live the promise that all may be… 

Live the promise that all may be… 
 
Sermon  Traveling Mercies – Right Rev. Gary Paterson 
 
Gift of Music: The Road Home – by Stephen Paulis  
 
Song*:    Three Things I Promise  MV 176 
 
 
 
 



Statement of Ministry & Vows 
 
Executive Secretary:  The 90th Annual Meeting of Maritime 
Conference of The United Church of Canada has affirmed the 
recommendations of the Education and Students Committee. 
The Conference has examined these candidates and believes 
they are called and equipped to serve as ministry personnel 
within The United Church of Canada. In what we are about to do, 
we pray that those who are called will continue to receive the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, as the Church authorizes and recognizes 
their particular and diverse ministries.  President, I present to 
you the following Candidates for Ordination into the Order of 
Ministry of The United Church of Canada.  
 

Barbara J. Cairns 
Bethe Benjamin Cameron 

Rachel Anne Campbell 
Susan Sandford Gamblin 

Anne M. Hoganson 
Yvette V. A. Swan 

 
President:  You have heard your names called. Do you believe 
you have been called and are ready to answer the call to the 
Order of Ministry within The United Church of Canada? 
 
Candidates: I am ready. 
 
President:  The words and vows we hear now are offered 
according to the polity and tradition of The United Church of 
Canada as proscribed in the Basis of Union. Opening to the Holy 
Mystery in which we live and move and have our being, the fully 
shared life at the heart of the universe, we share these historic 
words: 
“Jesus Christ came into the world to be the servant of God and 
all people. As servant Lord, Jesus calls the Church to a ministry of 
worship, witness, and reconciliation. In baptism we were 



received as members of the universal Church and at 
confirmation we committed ourselves to its ministry within The 
United Church of Canada. In order that this ministry of the whole 
Church may be fulfilled, God has given the ordained ministry of 
Word, Sacrament, and Pastoral Care, and the diaconal ministry of 
Education, Service, and Pastoral Care. It is the responsibility of 
the Church to seek, train, and set apart those whom are called so 
to serve. 
 
1. (to each Candidate) Do you believe in God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, and do you commit yourself anew to God?   I do. 
 
2. Do you believe that God is calling you to the ordained ministry 
of Word, Sacrament, and Pastoral Care, and do you accept this 
call?   I do. 
 
3. Are you willing to exercise your ministry in accordance with 
the scriptures, in continuity with the faith of the Church, and 
subject to the oversight and discipline of The United Church of 
Canada?”   I am willing. 
 
President:  Friends, let us surround these candidates with our 
prayers. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Laying on of Hands  
  
President: (with each ordinand in turn) 
 

Barbara J. Cairns 
Bethe Benjamin Cameron 

Rachel Anne Campbell 
Susan Sandford Gamblin 

Anne M. Hoganson 
Yvette V. A. Swan 



…may the Spirit of Life bless you and empower you for the 
office and work of ordained ministry in the Church. 
 
Presentation of Bibles 
President:  Receive this Bible. Proclaim the Good News with love, 
in word and in deed. 

 
Declaration of Ordination: 
President:  In the name of Jesus Christ and by the authority of 
Maritime Conference of The United Church of Canada, I declare 
that   

Barbara J. Cairns 
Bethe Benjamin Cameron 

Rachel Anne Campbell 
Susan Sandford Gamblin 

Anne M. Hoganson 
Yvette V. A. Swan 

…have been ordained ministers of Word, Sacrament and 
Pastoral Care within the worldwide church.      
 
Words of Blessing: 
 
President: Let us pray a blessing upon these ordained  
   ministers. 

 
Blessed are you,  
for in you the Spirit  of Promise is stirring! 
Blessed are you,  
for in your lives the Good News will be revealed! 
May Christ dwell in your hearts  
that you may become fearless through faith,  
walking in the ways of justice and peace.  
May Love’s power at work within you  
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can  

  ask or imagine. 
So be it! Alleluia! 



Sign of Affirmation*:  What Can I Do  MV 191 
 

LIVE THE PROMISE 
THAT ALL MAY BE ONE AT THE TABLE 

 
Offering of Gifts 
Our offering will be forwarded to support the Mission and Service 
of The United Church of Canada.  During the Offertory Music, 
please pass envelopes to the end of the row to be collected by an 
Usher. Thank You.  
 
Offertory Song:   You Are Holy, You Show Us the Way  MV 45 
 
Offertory Prayer: 
 
  We present an offering with open hands and  
   thankful hearts. 

May these gifts be an expression of our love. 
May this abundance be a sign of hope for all  

  awaiting Good News. Amen.  
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
 Peace be with you!  

And also with you! 
You are welcome here! 
This feast celebrates the promise of the earth, 

  and the abundance of all creation. 
All are welcome here! 
This meal proclaims the presence of the living Christ, 

  and the kin-dom of Love among us.  
 

United at this table, we recall the story held  
within the community around us 
and within the food before us. 

 



We give thanks for the wonder of life itself.  
From the very beginning, the awakening of creation:  

 (green section) 
 the greening of the earth, 

  scattered grain and tender vine 
 (blue section) 
  the water of life, 

the gentle falling rain 
 (yellow section) 

 the warmth of the sun, 
  the sparkle of stars 
 (all sections) 
  seasons of springtime and harvest, 
  of rest and recreation 

And so we sing:  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 
We give thanks for the covenant of promise. 

 From the very beginning, the challenge and the choice: 
 (orange section) 

A sign to guide us in the wilderness - 
a burning bush, a pillar of fire 

 (red section) 
A prophet’s voice to warn us –  
the summer fruit is ripe, 
the time is now! 

 (purple section) 
A call to a share a land of promise -  

  that all may sit unafraid 
  under their own vine and fig tree 
 (all sections) 

A sign of unconditional forgiveness –  
  a rainbow! 

And so we sing:  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 



We give thanks for Jesus of Nazareth. 
From the very beginning, the word and the way. 

 (blue section)  
We join in Jesus’ baptism - 
gift of living water, 
sign of hope and healing. 

 (green section)  
We proclaim Good News - 
parables of seed and sower, 
stories of new life in the kin-dom. 

 (purple section) 
We remember Jesus’ death –  
purple robe and crown of thorns,  
betrayal, injustice, crucifixion.  

 (yellow section) 
 We rejoice in Jesus’ resurrection –  

light streaming from an empty tomb, 
the power of love, a new beginning.  

 (orange section) 
We embrace the promise of the Spirit –  
tongues of flame dancing through the Church, 
renewing, inspiring, empowering. 

 (red section) 
Holding the whole world in our hearts, 
we break the bread, as Jesus did; 
we share the wine, as Jesus did.  

 

And so we pray: 
Spirit-blessed through these ordinary gifts 
of bread and wine,  
we will be strengthened to love  
with an extraordinary love, 

  this day and every day. Amen. 
 

Pain de Vie. Bread of Life. 
Coupe de l’amour. Cup of Love.  
Come, all is ready.  



Breaking the Bread, Sharing the Cup* 
 
Music During Communion*:  
   As A Fire Is Meant for Burning   VU 578  
  Come, O Holy Spirit   MV 23 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
 
  For the goodness of food, the company of Christ, 
  and the many-hued graces of our Creator,  
   we are grateful. 

We go forward now, bearing the shining promise  
of barriers broken and creation healed, 
and declaring this truth – ‘It is good!’ Amen! 

 
LIVE THE PROMISE 

THAT ALL MAY BE ONE IN SERVICE 
 
Installation of Commissioners to the 42nd General Council 
 
Presider:  Today we enter into a covenant relationship with 
those who have been selected to serve this Conference and with 
wider church as Commissioners to the 42nd General Council. 
Would the Commissioners to the 42nd General Council named by 
Maritime Conference please stand as you are able? 
 
Moderator:  (to the Commissioners) Do you accept the 
responsibilities of the ministry to which you have been called?  
 
Commissioners*:  I do. 
 
Moderator:    Will you undertake to fulfill this ministry on to the 
best of your ability? 
 
Commissioners*: I will. 
 



Moderator:    (to the gathered community)  As the community of 
faith, do you promise to uphold these Commissioners, your 
friends and neighbours, as they live out their witness in the 
wider church?  
 

Grateful for their leadership,  
we offer our support and  
pray a blessing upon the journey before them.  
May Wisdom guide their way. Amen. 

 
Installation of the President:  Rev. Matthew Fillier 
Executive Secretary: We present to you, Rev. Matthew Fillier, 
whom this Conference has elected to preside over its life and 
work until such time as her successor comes to office, that he 
may be installed in the office of President of Maritime 
Conference. 
 
President:  Do you believe that you are called to the office of 
President of Conference and do you accept this trust?  
 
President-Elect: I do. 
 
President:  Will you, with Christ’s people, be faithful in prayer 
and in study, that you may know the mind of Christ and boldly 
proclaim the Good News in Word and Sacrament, that the 
people you serve may be strengthened and the ways of love and 
justice may be advanced? 
 
President-Elect: I will. 
 
President:  Will you perform the duties of your office within the 
polity of The United Church of Canada? 
 
President-Elect: I will. 
 
 



Promises of Members of Conference:  
President:   Will you, the members of Maritime Conference, 
support and encourage Matthew Fillier with your prayer and 
work? 
 
Members*: We will.  
 
President:  Let us pray. We pray giving thanks that a generous 
Spirit has blessed the Church with varieties of gifts that enrich 
our life together and strengthen our witness in the world.  We 
give thanks for the particular gifts that Matt brings to the office 
of President of Conference. May he be enabled to exercise this 
ministry with wisdom and humour, courage and compassion, 
following the way of Christ. Now may the blessing of the Spirit 
stir within him and rest upon him, that Matt may serve faithfully 
in the office of President of Maritime Conference.  Amen. 

Amen. 
 
Installation: 
I, Gloria Churchill, President of Maritime Conference, do now 
install you, Matthew Fillier, as President of Maritime Conference 
and confer upon you all such obligations and authority as 
belongs to the Office. 
 
Presentation of Symbols -- Stole, Bible, Gavel, Cane 
 
The Greeting 
 
Presentation of Past-President’s Stole 
 
Song*:    The Spring Has Come   VU 187 
 
Words of Blessing*: 
 

Christ has blessed us, saying,  
‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.’  



Let our lives proclaim this peace,  
in word and in deed! 

As a united and uniting church we go forward -  
living the promise that all may be one! 

 
Recessional Music*: We Will Go With God  MV 223 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to those offering leadership in worship: 
Moderator of The United Church of Canada -  
  Right Rev. Gary Paterson 
Representative of General Council Office – Rev. Bronwyn Corlett 
Executive Secretary of Maritime Conference - David Hewitt, DM 
President of Maritime Conference – Rev. Gloria Churchill 
President Elect of Maritime Conference – Rev. Matthew Fillier 
 



Music Team –  
Thomas Burton (music leader, vocals, keyboard and trombone) 
Thea Burton (vocals, auxiliary percussion) 
Dan Edmonds (drums) 
Paige Morrissey (vocals, guitar, trumpet) 
Worship Team – 
Rev. Robyn Brown-Hewitt, Thomas Burton, Dan Edmonds, 
Rev. Michael Mugford, Rev. Dr. Shawn Redden (convenor) 
Order of Service Bulletins – Jennifer Whittemore 
Tech Team – Roland Easter, Paul Read 
Celebration Sunday Choir, Communion Servers & Ushers 
Members of Youth Forum & Intermediates at Conference 
Wiggle Room Resources – Sackville United Church 
 

The Offering of Gifts: Envelopes are available and gifts will be 
donated to support the Mission & Service of The United Church 
of Canada. Please take a moment to prepare your gift before 
worship. During the Offertory Hymn, please pass envelopes to 
the end of the row where an Usher will gather the gifts in a 
basket. Thank You. 
 

Center Screen Photos: The photographs projected on the center 
screen that appear behind each ordinand during the Laying On 
of Hands have been selected by the ordinands. They depict 
sacred and worshipful spaces that are meaningful to each 
ordinand. 
 

Sharing Communion: The Table of The United Church of Canada 
is open to all! The bread and juice will be distributed by 
intinction. Servers will be available to each section of seating on 
the main floor and in the bleachers. When directed to do so, 
participants are invited to move in a clock-wise direction from 
their row of seating to the station serving their section and back 
to their seats. Gluten-free wafers and juice will be available at 
every station. Those with mobility limitations are encouraged to 
notify an Usher who will invite the Servers to serve them where 
they are seated.    


