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Thank you for taking part in this 

time of recognition and celebration. 

We hope that you will take pleasure 

 in reading, and keeping, 

this beautiful and powerful accounts 

of ministry in the name of Jesus the Christ. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Retirees 
 

Rev. Ron Frampton  Rev. Joy Noble 

Rev. John Fraser  Rev. Pamela Reidpath 

Rev. Gayle MacDonald Mr. Keith Selwyn-Smith 

Rev. Brenda McKay  Rev. Anne Dalziel Singer 

Rev. Gordon Murray  Rev. Jeanne Stright 

 

Jubilarians 
 

50 Years 
Rev. Garth Caseley 

Ms. Nancy K. Fraser 

Rev. A. Ross MacDonald 

Rev. Hugh C. MacLean 

Rev. Dr. J. Allan McIntosh 

Rev. Thomas G. Whent 

 

55 Years 
Rev. Morley P. Bentley 

Rev. Heber G. Colbourne 

Rev. J. Raymond H. Corbett 

Rev. Ray A. Francis 

Rev. Dr. Harold J. King 

Rev. Ian K. MacDonald 

Rev. Donald S. MacDougall 

Rev. Eric W. Pace  

 

60 Years 
Rev. Dr. Robert A. Wallace 

 

 65 Years 
Rev. H. Gilmour MacKenzie 

Rev. Herbert W. Reid 

 

 



Rev. Morley P. Bentley  Jubilarian  

 

Morley's early years were spent in Upper Stewiacke. In 

1949, he graduated from Normal College, Truro, and taught 

in several Nova Scotia schools. In 1960, Morley graduated 

from Pine Hill Divinity College and was ordained the same 

year. His first charge was North Highlands, followed by 

Cavendish, PEI, St. Andrews, NB, Port Wallis, NS, and 

Wentworth-New Annan Pastoral Charges. Following full 

time retirement, he served as part-time in several charges, 

the longest being Harmony-Camden for seven years. 

While studying for the Ministry, he served several Student 

Pastoral Charges in the former Amherst Head and 

Lawrencetown Pastorates. 

 

 

 

Rev. Garth Caseley    Jubilarian  

 

Garth Caseley was ordained by the Maritime Conference of 

The United Church of Canada in June, 1965. Following 

ministry in four pastoral charges in New Brunswick and 

one in Nova Scotia, he and his partner Lucille retired to 

Fredericton, New Brunswick in January, 2001 where they 

have enjoyed gardening, photography, reading, music and 

travelling. Early in his retirement Garth began as a 

volunteer to design and maintain web sites for a number of 

churches and other non-profit organizations as well as 

several sites for friends. For a number of years he 

administered the Maritime Conference web site, and still 

maintains about a dozen and a half such web sites. Garth 

and Lucille attend Wilmot United Church in Fredericton. 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Heber Gordon Colbourne Jubilarian  

 

Heber Gordon Colbourne was born in Little Brehat, a small, 

isolated community on the N.E. Coast of Newfoundlsand.  

It was there that his theological education was started with 

the choice of being 10 miles, or ten minutes from the end 

of the world. It was also there that he acheived the 

previously unheard of accomplishment of passing Grade 

Eleven CHE exams. He attended Memorial University for 

two summers for teacher training, and taught school for 

three years. He then served the church as a probationary 

minister for two years. Then it was off to Mount Allison 

University for a BA, and Pine Hill Divinity Hall for a MDiv. 

He served the Newfoundland Conference for nine years in 

pastoral ministry before starting his nomadic journey in 

ministry in such distant places as Elmsdale, Cushing (PQ), 

O'leary, Sydney River, and Kemptville (On), from where he 

retired in 1995.  He continued to serve as Supply Ministry 

for six years. In 1958 Heber and Thelma Mattinson, B.A, 

BEd. were married. Their family now consists of 2 

daughters, 2 sons, (and spouses), four grand children, and 

one great grand child.  They continue to live happily ever 

after in Pugwash, where he is honoured to present the 

Minute for Mission each Sunday.  Part of the happiness for 

Heber is not having to prepare and make weekly theological 

proclamations in the turmoil of these times. 

 

 

Rev. J. Raymond Corbett    Jubilarian  

 

Rev. J. Raymond Corbett, B.D., S.T.M., born Falkirk, 

Scotland, 1931. Beloved wife Irene Whiteford (deceased 

2011). Educated at Dollar Academy, and emigrated to 

Canada as and Industrial Chemist. On call to ministry, 

attended United Theological College and McGill 

University, Montreal, and was ordained in 1960 by 



Montreal and Ottawa Conference. Pastoral Charges served 

include: Escuminac (Gaspe); Christ Church (City of Two 

Mountains, Que.); Crawford Park and Verdun United 

Church- combined charge (Montreal); Beacon United 

Church, 1979-1995, (Yarmouth, NS.). Minister Emeritus 

1996. 

Elected Chairperson of the Montreal and South Shore 

Presbyteries. For two years, 1970-1972, served as a Church 

of Scotland minister at Wishart Memorial Church in the 

Dundee Presbytery.  

Rotarian. Main pastimes are Philately and Golf. I have a 

particular interest in Church History and some years ago 

(1970s) the Montreal Presbytery kindly published and 

distributed for me a study guide (mainly for Confirmation 

classes) “What Do You Know About the Church?”. I have 

one other publication, “Under Linings”- an anthology of 

Daily Devotional Readings. Throughout my ministry, 

thankfully within the United Church, I have tried to affirm 

my faith in the terms of the Ancient Creeds of the Church, 

the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds, and in the earliest 

Christian Creed of all, “Jesus is Lord”. 

 

 

Rev. Ron Frampton   Retiree 

 

 

Rev. Ray A. Francis   Jubilarian  

 

Ray A. Francis was born in Halifax, NS, and received his 

early education in Sydney Mines, Cape Breton.  After 

graduation with a BA in philosophy and psychology from 

Mount Allison University, he received a Masters of 

Divinity in 1960 from Emmanuel College in the University 

of Toronto.  In June of that year, he was ordained to the 

ministry of The United Church of Canada. 

From 1960 to 1980 he served congregations in Nova Scotia 



and New Brunswick: – Maitland, Hants County; Glen Falls, 

Saint John; Yarmouth; and Bathurst. In 1980 he became the 

Superintendent of the Children’s Training Centre, Digby, 

NS, a developmental centre for mentally challenged 

children, operated by the Nova Scotia Department of 

Community Services.  Upon its closure in 1992, he 

continued in the service of the Department as an Adult 

Protection Worker for southwestern Nova Scotia until 1997.  

In November of that year he returned to the full time work 

of the United Church as Interim Minister of the Wolfville 

Pastoral Charge till June 1999.  Following that, he served 

as Minister of Canard United Church, Kings County, until 

retirement in June 2005.   

Since retirement, he has served as Retired Supply at First 

United, Bathurst, New Brunswick, Woodlawn United, 

Dartmouth, NS, and West Cornwallis Pastoral Charge, NS. 

In addition to the offerings of the ALL Program of Acadia, 

his continuing education over the years has been taken at 

Theological Seminaries at Bangor, Maine; Union, New 

York; and Princeton, New Jersey.    

Believing it is important to be involved in the community 

where one lives and works, Ray was a member of the Board 

of Police Commissioners for the Town of Kentville for the 

past three years. 

He is the father of two children – Jean Francis-Snyder and 

John Francis. He now resides in Kentville with his wife 

Sheila. 

 

 

Rev. John W. Fraser   Retiree 

 

I was ordained by Maritime conference on May 26, 1985. 

In the five years leading up to ordination I served the 

Welsford Pastoral Charge and then the Maitland Pastoral 

Charge. I thought, at that time, ordination was just a 

formality but the Sunday after ordination at Maitland one 



of the elders said there was something different, “you 

preach as one having authority”. I remembered my 

ordination and Rev. Stretch M. presenting me with the 

Bible and commissioning to go with authority and proclaim 

the good news of the Gospel. I have tried to be faithful to 

that commissioning. My first charge after ordination was 

the Norton pastoral charge; and then to O’Leary- West 

Cape pastoral charge, Quispamsis United Church, St. 

Mark's United Church, and then retiring from the 

Newcastle pastoral charge. 

I have had the privilege of journeying with many people in 

many different situations and always there was the 

awareness of the presence of the living Christ. What a 

wonderful privilege and opportunity to walk with the 

family and household of God.  

I have much to be thankful for, especially my wife Barb, 

who would pack up and move when I said I feel led by the 

Spirit to move. I thank my children Tanya, Christina, and 

Marc who also endured the nomadic life of a minister. I 

think my parents, and my family for their support during all 

my life and I am proud and honored to be part of this family.  

What lies ahead in this time called retirement is in the hands 

of the living Christ as I continue to pray, study Scripture, 

and witness to the Gospel. Living with Christ is fun –like 

the apostle Paul says in 1Corinthians 9:24-27-a great race. 

 

 

Ms. Nancy Fraser   Jubilarian  

 

I was drawn to diaconal ministry through Christian 

Education activities at Trinity United Church (my home 

church) in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia and numerous 

summers of CGIT Camp at MacLennan Memorial Camp 

(Trinity’s own at the time) where I learned about the 

diaconal work Ruth Stewart was doing at Brunswick Street 

United Church in Halifax and decided to prepare for 



diaconal ministry. 

After completing secretarial science studies at St. Francis 

Xavier University followed by employment with the 

Canadian Red Cross Society in Halifax, I was enrolled at 

Covenant College in Toronto where I studied and worked 

to become a deaconess with The United Church of Canada. 

Following graduation from Covenant College and 

designation by the Maritime Conference 50 years ago, I 

ministered in various churches across Canada, worked with 

the Ecumenical Institute of Chicago for a time and served 

in The Department of Stewardship for a number of years.  

After retirement, I did supply for a year at First United 

Church in Trenton, Nova Scotia.   

 

 

Rev. Gayle MacDonald  Retiree 

 

Gayle MacDonald was born in Campbellton, NB, the third-

child and middle daughter of Herman MacDonald and the 

late Marguerite (Gilmore) MacDonald.  She grew up 

attending the St. James UC in Dalhousie Jct – part of the 

Dalhousie PC where she was baptized.    

She married in 1970, and divorced in 1988.  She has two 

awesome sons, Roderick (Rik) and Roger and one 

granddaughter, Brooklyn. 

After leaving New Brunswick, she worked in Toronto and 

Saskatoon, where she attended Business College.  In 1978 

she moved with her husband and eldest son to Ottawa and 

then Orleans, ON.  It is here she re-connected with the 

church – teaching Sunday School, attending group studies, 

and serving as an elder, and here she first expressed her 

sense of call to ministry. 

After completing a Bachelor of Arts in English Language 

and Literature, she was accepted into the MDiv Program.  

She eventually became a candidate from Glenburnie United 



Church in Kingston Presbytery, completing her Internships 

at Murray Harbour-Murray River Pastoral Charge in 1994.   

Since her ordination in May, 1994, Gayle has served 

pastoral charges in Refrew, ON; Andrew’s by the Red Bank 

(Miramichi), NB; Humphrey Memorial (Moncton), NB and 

Spring Park (Charlottetown), PE. 

Over the years, Gayle has served as Chair of a Youth Task 

Force (Bay of Quinte), Chair of Presbytery (Renfrew, On), 

Chair of Stewardship (Renfrew Presbytery), Chair of 

Pastoral Oversight (Miramichi), Staff Support (Bay of 

Quinte), Petitions Committee (Maritime Conference).  

She has worked with Licensed Lay Worship Leaders in 

three of the four Presbyteries she has served.  

Whenever she can, she spends time with family.  Her 

leisure reading includes murder mysteries and poetry.  Her 

leisure activities include writing poetry and playing 

computer games. 

 

 

Rev. Ian K. MacDonald  Jubilarian 

 

 

Rev. Alexander Ross MacDonald Jubilarian 

 

Born in 1941, New Glasgow, N.S.  Graduated from 

N.G.H.S. Worked in The Royal Bank in New Glasgow and 

Gander NFLD before enrolling at Mount A in 1960. 

Graduated with Honours B.A. from Mount A in 1963 and 

the same year married Elizabeth (Cameron) MacDonald. 

In the fall of 1963 moved to Halifax to pursue studies 

at Pine Hill Divinity Hall. Graduated in 1965 with 

Honours MDiv. and The Alumni Campbell Scholarship. 

Attended The Iliff School of Theology, Denver 

Colorado for Post Graduate Study.  

Served Pastoral Charges at Clyde Carleton, Upper 

Musquodoboit, Shelburne and St. Paul's Fredericton. 



Joined the Staff of Tatamagouche Centre in 1976 as Staff 

Associate and later Director. Leaving the Centre in 1990 

became Administrator of The Windsor Elms (the United 

Church Home for Senior Citizens) Windsor N.S. 

While there served as President of The Continuing Care 

of  N.S. spending major time working with The N.S. 

Department  of Health to improve conditions for staff and 

residents in Nursing Homes. 

Elizabeth and I are now retired and live in Truro.  We enjoy 

our family of four married sons Ian, Paul, Kent and Peter 

and our five wonderful grandsons. 

 

 

Rev. Donald MacDougall  Jubilarian 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Allan MacIntosh  Jubilarian 

 

Allan McIntosh was born and grew up in rural Ontario, and 

was actively involved in church life from an early age. He 

felt a call to the ordained ministry in his teens and followed 

that call through to his retirement from active ministry in 

2001. 

Following his theological studies at Emmanuel College in 

Toronto, Allan was ordained by Toronto Conference in 

1965 and transferred to the Maritime Conference. In Nova 

Scotia he served the charges of Malagash-Wallace, New 

Glasgow (Trinity), Sydney (Trinity), and Sydney River 

(United Protestant). From 1980-88 he was the minister at 

Emmanuel-Howard Park church in Toronto. During that 

time he completed the Doctor of Ministry program at the 

Toronto School of Theology, graduating in 1985.  

During the 1970’s Allan was active in the ecumenical 

movement, was president of the Industrial Cape Breton 

Council of Churches, chaired the Canadian Council of 

Churches’ Canadian Affairs Commission, and was a Vice-



president of the CCC.  

As an active member of Presbytery Allan has been 

Secretary (Pictou and Sydney) and Chairperson (Toronto 

West). From 2004-5 he was President of Maritime 

Conference. 

At the national level, Allan chaired the former Working 

Unit on Worship and Liturgy, and was a member of the 

committee which produced Voices United, published in 

1996. 

His favourite activities include walking, golfing, tennis, 

reading and music. He has studied piano, organ, and sung 

in a variety of choirs. Allan has been a member of the Cape 

Breton Chorale and in the winter sings in the Pine Shores 

Presbyterian Choir in Sarasota, Florida. 

He is married to Dr. Marion McIntosh, a retired family 

physician, and they have three children and five 

grandchildren.   

 

 

Rev. Hugh Gilmour MacKenzie Jubilarian  

 

I, Hugh Gilmour MacKenzie, was born on October 1, 1925 

in North Sydney, Nova Scotia. I was born in a happy home 

with very close connections to the Church. I attended the 

church services regularly, Mission Band; Sunday School; 

Cubs, Scouts and Young People,s Union. In 1944 I received 

my Grade X11 certificate; my Bachelor of Arts diploma 

from Dalhousie University in 1947. I serve five mission 

fields; three in Sask; one in Alta and one in Nova Scotia. I 

was ordained by the Maritime Conference in June, 1950. 

My first pastoral charge was Gabarus, Gabarus Lake and 

Forshu. To this day, I do not know how General Wolfe was 

able to bring his ships ashore, move the huge guns from the 

ships and up the steep banks and pull them through woods 

to Louisbourg and capture it for Britain forever.  

I moved into Saint Andrew,s in Sydney as Associate 



Minister with Rev Stanley MacQueen. I will never forget 

walking into the sanctuary filled to capacity and people 

standing across the back or sitting on the stairs at the 11:00 

a.m. and 7:00 p.m. services. Two former Moderators of the 

church were Rev Alex Kerr and Rev C. M. Nickolson and 

Rev Angus MacQueen, Rev Stan's brother, was the 

Moderator at the time. I moved to Nashwaaksis, New 

Maryland and Mouth of Keswick. The Nashwaaksis church 

had people taking their children directly to Sunday School 

so they could have a seat in the church. The children would 

leave the church early to make room for people standing. It 

was evident that a new church building had to be built 

immediately. Also, New Maryland jacked up their building 

to provide Sunday School class rooms.  

I moved from there to Saint James United Church, 

Woodstock and had a very happy ministry as I did in the 

previous pastoral charges. After seven wonderful years I 

moved to Trinity-Saint Stephens United Church, Amherst, 

N. S. where the people gave me many great memories. I 

was called to Saint Paul,s in Fredericton where I retired in 

1990. Nashwaaksis asked me to become their Visitation 

Minister where I served for over 25 years and retired in 

2014.  

 

 

Rev. Hugh MacLean   Jubilarian 

 

 

Rev. Brenda McKay   Retiree 

 

When I entered Emmanuel College in 1996 I was asked to 

write my statement of faith; having postponed the 

ordination process, I was asked again to write something 

about myself and my beliefs during the discernment 

process in 2004.  Then in preparation for my ordination 

interview in 2006 I was asked—you guess it, to affirm my 



faith in God in relation to my understanding of my Call into 

the UCC.  Well I wrote all of those statements of faith and 

stories about Brenda.  I was happy to do so.   

But here I would like to say that serving the United Church 

in two student supply instances and then my settlement 

charge—Smithfield-Carmen in the Bay of Quinte 

Conference and now this my final Call into the Aylesford 

Pastoral Charge, Aylesford, Nova Scotia, have been 

amazing opportunities.  In both charges I felt loved just as 

I loved all the people in them.  What a privilege it has been 

to serve the United Church, called to provide word, 

sacrament and pastoral care.   

I came to Nova Scotia as a single woman, named Reverend 

Brenda Nesbitt, but am leaving under my new name, 

married to Robert Stuart McKay.   Life certainly has its 

surprises. 

Now that I have chosen to retire, I know I will look back 

with nothing but fond memories, many photos to gaze upon 

and some special cards and letters of recognition.  We who 

serve in paid accountable ministry are very blessed.  

Thank you for your recognition this year as I retire from my 

vocation.   

Blessings, Reverend Brenda McKay 

 

 

Rev. Gordon Murray  Retiree 

 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

How vast the sum of them!  ...they are more in number 

than the sand. (Ps 139) 

Rev. Gordon Murray- Halifax Presbytery.  B.A. (Mount 

Allison- 1972), M.Div. (AST – 1975) during studies 

ministered in 5 summer fields and 3 years as Youth Minister 

in St. John’s United, Halifax.  Ordained in 1975 by 

Maritime Conference, Gordon spent 12 years in mission 

ministries (Gaspe, PQ; St. Timothy Disciple-United 



ecumenical new church development, Lr. Sackville; and as 

Principal of Cedar Glen Lay Learning Centre, Toronto 

Conference).  He was 9 years in the South Shore 

Presbytery (Riverport, Liverpool).  His most vibrant and 

demanding ministry was 10 years with Woodlawn, 

Dartmouth.   

Gordon was a mission developer, enabling individuals and 

congregations to experience and express God’s call.  His 

training in the administration and interpretation of the 

Myers-Briggs Type Indicator helped individuals, couples, 

ministry teams and congregations appreciate God-given 

differences.  He found "home" in the Christian 

contemplative tradition through the Spiritual Direction 

programme of Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation 

(Washington, DC).  With his wife, Elaine, Gordon led 

music for Festivals of Faith, Berwick Camp, and Maritime 

Conference.  He was a skilled liturgist, effective educator, 

caring spiritual director, and competent administrator.  In 

2006, because of mobility challenges, Gordon withdrew 

from public ministry and now devotes himself to prayer, 

being a house husband, food preparation, casual dining 

with family and friends, and choral singing.  Elaine and 

Gordon have 2 daughters, both gifted artists. 

 

 

Rev. Joy Noble   Retiree 

 

I don’t remember when my call to ministry began. I grew 

up part of the Torbrook Mines United Church (Nova Scotia) 

where my mother (Vera) played the organ and my father 

(Homer) was an Elder. With my brothers and sisters I 

attended Sunday School and public worship, Young 

Peoples, and anything else that was happening in the life of 

the congregation. So, perhaps, it was natural that I would 

eventually respond to the call of the Spirit to seek 

ordination, which took place in 1978. I was privileged to be 



settled in the Boiestown Pastoral Charge (Woolastook 

Presbytery) and cherish that experience as a time of 

formation. Calls followed to the Noel Pastoral Charge 

(Truro Presbytery), Bridgetown Pastoral Charge (Valley 

Presbytery) and finally to the York-Covehead Pastoral 

Charge (PEI Presbytery) from where I retired from active 

ministry October 1, 2014.  

Participation in the life of the church was natural to me and 

led me to accept positions of chairing Valley and PEI 

Presbyteries; work with the Settlement Committee of 

Maritime Conference; Education and Students (PEI 

Presbytery and chair of the Maritime Conference E&S 

Committee); attendance at three General Councils; as well 

as various committees. To be elected by my peers as 

President of Maritime Conference was an honour. 

There is a story that my mother used to tell. I would have 

been a toddler at the time I think. A minister of the church 

said to my mother, “With five sons, Vera, one should 

become a United Church minister!’  

 

 

Rev. Eric Pace   Jubilarian 

 

Many fond memories of Mount Allison and Pine Hill. The 

influence of Drs. Baxter and Hardie remains strong. 

Following Ordination I spent a number of years in Goshen, 

Guysborough Co. N.S. and then moved to the Berwick 

Pastoral Charge. Decided to leave the pastoral ministry and 

following a brief time in St. John N. B. accepted 

employment with the Province of Nova Scotia. Promoted 

to the position of Director of Staffing with added 

responsibility for Affirmative Action Programs and 

Training and Development. Had a wonderful career and 

took advantage of early retirement some twenty one years 

ago. Married my high school girlfriend which remains the 

best decision I have ever made. A clan of children and 



grand children. I continue to be active in a number of 

organizations, recreations and hobbies. We live in Hacketts 

Cove, a small fishing village on St. Margaret's Bay N. S. 

and attend William Black Memorial United Church where 

the Spirit is very much alive and well. It's been a privilege 

knowing many of you. Peace, Joy, Hope and Love in the 

days ahead. 

 

 

Rev. Herbert W. Reid  Jubilarian   

 

I was born in the fishing village of Gabarus, C.B., on 

October 8, 1927 and weighed 3 pounds, two months 

premature. I survived and entered the ministry, and was 

ordained in 1950 at the age of 22. My first appointment by 

Maritime Conference was to the Springfield-Belleisle 

Pastoral Charge, where I stayed until January 1953, when I 

went to St. Andrew's Westmount. Rev. Dr. D.M. Grant was 

the Senior minister. After three years, I became minister of 

McLeod-Stewarton UC in Ottawa. McLeod-Stewarton is 

now called Central United Church. Five years later, I went 

to North Hill UC in Calgary (now called Wild Rose UC).  

After eight years I went north to Seven Islands United (St. 

Andrews), and served as part time chaplain with RCAF 

Moisie, a radar station in Quebec north, about eight miles 

from Seven Islands. Seven Islands was an iron ore shipping 

port, and a real frontier type city. I had in my congregation 

a Sunday School teacher who showed up drunk at the 

Sunday School closing, and a fellow who claimed falsely 

to being an engineer and who pimped for his temporary 

girlfriend.  

After two years I became minister of Wesley United in 

Pembroke, Ontario for the next 19 years. Then I retired. 

During retirement I served as supply about six months at 

Central Moncton, in Glace Bay, and at Trinity at Whitney 

Pier Sydney.  



The best thing that happened to me was marriage in 1956 

to Elaine Aitkin. We have three children: Ian, Susan, and 

Carolyn, and five grandchildren. We lived for 18 years in 

Gabarus and the last eight years in Charlottetown- from one 

island to another!  

Every good wish and a prayer for all.  

 

 

Rev. Pamela Reidpath  Retiree 

 

A love of nature and a love of people drew me to a teaching 

career after receiving a Bachelor’s degree in Science and a 

Bachelor of Education degree.   I taught at both the high 

school and elementary school levels within the New 

Brunswick educational system for 30 years. 

My partner in life, Gordon, and I taught and raised our two 

children, Darcie and Brett, in Richibucto, NB.  As they 

grew into adulthood and began families of their own, there 

was more time for me to reflect on how I was going to move 

into that next phase of my life. 

The call to ministry was one that seemed to be an 

undercurrent in my life becoming stronger as I approached 

30 years in a teaching career.   It was a circuitous route 

that led me to the Atlantic School of Theology and then to 

seek ordination in 2004.  I was settled on the Bideford 

Pastoral Charge on Prince Edward Island and remained in 

ministry with the wonderful people of that charge for 9 

years.  In 2013 I answered a call to the Millstream Pastoral 

Charge and celebrate my ministry with the people there. 

As a second career clergy person, I give thanks for 11 years 

in ministry on Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick.   

In all of this, my family has been very supportive and 

understanding and willing to grow with me. 

I give thanks every day for the call to be in ministry and for 

the grace that has upheld me in this call. 

 



Mr. Keith Selwyn-Smith  Retiree 

 

 

Rev. Anne Dalziel Singer  Retiree 

 

I grew up in the small town of Borden, Prince Edward 

Island, in the time when every family’s source of livelihood 

came from the boats that ferried passengers and freight to 

and from the mainland.  Though my Dad’s upbringing was 

Presbyterian and my Mum’s Baptist, the only Protestant 

church in the community was the United Church.  And so 

it was there... in Sunday School, Explorers, CGIT, that I 

was offered opportunities for both learning and leadership. 

Following high school I earned a BPE from UNB, and for 

a few years taught Phys. Ed. “up west” on the Island.  

RCMP transfers for my spouse, Rick, led us to other 

communities in PEI and NS, communities where I 

participated in the life of the local church, and volunteered 

– coaching children in sports. 

It was while living in Tatamagouche that my call to 

ministry emerged and I entered into study at AST.  In 1998 

I was ordained by Maritime Conference.  Seventeen years 

later I return thanks to God for my life in pastoral ministry.  

I have been blessed by many along the way, and am deeply 

grateful, especially, to the wonderful people of the Sambro-

Jollimore and Margate pastoral charges. 

It is with joy that I now anticipate having more time and 

adventures with our grandchildren... and all the family. 

 

 

Rev. Jeanne M. Manning Stright   Retiree 

 

Born and raised in Halifax, I was nurtured in the faith by 

my parents, grandparents, and by ministers, Sunday School 

teachers, youth leaders, and others in my home 

congregation, St. John’s United Church. When I was in my 



final year of high school, wondering what to do with my 

life, I sensed that God was calling me to ministry in the 

church. 

After graduating from Queen Elizabeth High School, I 

attended Mount Allison University, where I met, and later 

married, Kenn Stright, who was a candidate for ministry in 

the Presbyterian Church in Canada. I received my B.A. 

with Honours in English from Mount Allison in 1974. The 

following September Kenn and I moved to Toronto. He 

studied at Knox College, and I studied at Emmanuel 

College, both of which are part of the Toronto School of 

Theology.  

In May 1997 I graduated from Emmanuel College of 

Victoria University with a Master of Divinity degree, and 

was ordained by Maritime Conference. Kenn and I were 

sent to Rossburn/Waywayseecappo Pastoral Charge in 

Manitoba, at that time a joint ministry of the United and 

Presbyterian Churches. After serving there for four years, I 

studied at Princeton Theological Seminary for a year, 

receiving a Master of Theology degree in May 1992. By 

that time we had a son, and in the next few years we were 

blessed with two daughters. During those years I did part 

time ministry with the following Pastoral Charges: River 

John/West Branch (1983-1985), St. Luke’s, Saltsprings 

(1989-1992), Tatamagouche (1992-1993), and pulpit 

supply in many different churches. In January 1994 I 

accepted a call to the Merigomish/Green Hill-Alma 

Pastoral Charge in Pictou Presbytery, where I served for 13 

years. In October 2007 I was called to St. Paul’s, Spryfield 

in Halifax Presbytery. After 7 years of ministry with St. 

Paul’s I decided to retire a little early in order to begin a 

new part time job looking after our first grandson. 

I give thanks to God for the privilege of serving in the 

United Church, and for all the people who have supported, 

encouraged, and shared with me in the work of ministry. 

Rev. Robert Wallace   Jubilarian 



 

I graduated from Vancouver School of Theology in 1955. I 

have served 12 pastoral charges during my ministry - not 

counting multiple congregations in several of the pastoral 

charges. I have had churches in six provinces and in 

Massachusetts. I have five degrees, BA, BD, STM. DMin, 

and STD (not what some might think!!). I am presently 

pastor to the Canard Community Church, independent, near 

my home in Wolfville NS.  

My late wife Gwynneth teamed with me at several churches. 

We have each written a number of devotional books 

published by the United Church press.  We have had five 

children, a daughter nearby, a daughter in BC, two sons in 

the film industry in LA (including directing the notable TV 

series, Orphan Black) and a horse ranching son in BC. 

 

 

Rev. Thomas G. Whent  Jubilarian  

 

Growing up in Westmount, Nova Scotia, I attended 

Elementary School in Westmount, completing 

Junior/Senior High School at Riverview Rural High School. 

University studies were completed at Mount Allison 

University (B.A. Degree), and Pine Hill Divinity Hall (B.D. 

Degree). Two years of post-graduate studies were taken at 

New College, Edinburgh University. 

Pastoral Charge ministry was begun at North Bedeque-

Freetown - Lot 16, PEI. It continued when I moved to St. 

Andrew's United Church, Sydney, NS, as Associate 

Minister, and Senior Minister. Presently, I continue my 

ministry as Chaplain to the Cove Guest Home, Sydney, NS.  

In 1970, Shirley Adams and I were married at Westmount 

United Church. We had attended Westmount Elementary 

School and Riverview Rural High. Our friendship was 

renewed during the time of graduate studies. We have one 

son, Graham Kenneth. Following his mother's career, he 



too is a teacher. Presently, he is teaching within the 

boundaries of the Cape Breton District School Board. Each 

one of us was involved in church and community programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to all our Retirees, Jubilarians, and guests!  

This banquet honours the ministry of all those  

who will be named here this evening,  

celebrating the work they have done over so many years. 

We hope you enjoy this time of food and fellowship. 

 

 

 

Gathering 

Welcome and Introductions- Rev. Valerie Kingsbury, 

former Past-President. 

The Blessing- Rev. Gloria Churchill, Conference President. 

Dinner 

Presentation of Certificates- 

 Mr. David Hewitt, Executive Secretary 

 Rev. Gloria Churchill, President 


