
President’s Message 

 

I took on the role as President of Maritime Conference because I felt, with all the uncertainty 

about the future direction of our United Church, a pastoral response might be in order. As I feel 

my gifts lie in that area, I expected I would be doing a lot of pastoral care and it seems I was 

right. So far this year, we’ve seen the death of a dozen or so retired clergy and one minister who 

was presently serving. I’ve travelled all over our Conference to bring appreciation and 

condolences at most of these funerals. I’ve done my best to send condolences to families of those 

dedicated lay people who have died this year as they, too, have given much to our United 

Church. 

 

This year, as in every year, some of our congregations experienced crisis; such things as the 

murder of a beloved church organist, hurricanes, arson, and suspected fraud. On your behalf, I’ve 

responded to these and other situations.  I’ve also visited The Gaspe, Valley Presbytery, Saint 

John Presbytery, Truro Presbytery, and PEI Presbytery where members have spoken of their joys 

and challenges. I’m looking forward to visiting Bermuda Synod from April 7th to the 14th. While 

the challenges are many with financial struggles, declining membership, churches closing or 

going to part time ministry, etc., I’m heartened to hear stories of new life, new ways of being 

church, stories of outreach and mission into our communities and the world, innovative ways of 

doing worship, an openness to change, and so on. I sense the Spirit is alive and well! 

 

With the recent report of the Comprehensive Review Task Group, it seems the recommendations 

are uppermost on people’s minds as we go into our meeting and General Council in August. It 

seems we realize we must change but for most change is difficult and there’s both excitement 

and fear around what these changes might mean for us a United Church. Yet this report is now 

ours to do with what we choose. The responsibility falls to us and we need to take that 

responsibility seriously so we must read it, tell others to read it, and come to our meeting 

prepared to speak and listen, prepared to discuss and discern, prepared to be open to the Spirit’s 

leading in this matter as well as in matter of whether we are to become an Affirming Conference. 

 

In closing, I must say I’ve been humbled to witness the dedication and commitment of so many 

of you who give so selflessly to our church in all parts of our Conference and I’m humbled and 

honoured for the trust you have placed in me to serve as President of the Maritime Conference 

for the past year. In faith we go forward knowing not what the future holds, but knowing we are 

not alone. God is with us and the Spirit in me honours the Spirit in each of you as we walk this 

journey together.  

 

In faith and love,  

 

Rev. Gloria Churchill  


