
 

Bermuda Synod 

 

What trends in Celebration, service, justice seeking and proclamation are filled with the Spirit in 

your Synod? 

 

During the past year the Spirit has been calling us to consider the affirming initiative with respect 

to the LGBTQ community.  

Many of the churches in Bermuda have been openly disparaging of the LGBTQ community so the 

American Consul General, Robert Settje, arranged a number of events aimed at dialogue between 

the two to see if there could be some kind of healing and coming together. Needless to say those 

who were most openly opposed to the LGBTQ community did not attend, but the Bermuda Synod 

was well represented and able to affirm that our doors are open to all. 

While this affirmation is held by most within the churches that make up the Synod, there are still 

some who are struggling with the issue so workshops have been held to discuss discrimination, 

both racial and sexual orientation. The Spirit was present in guiding the timing of the workshop 

on discrimination based on sexual orientation, because it just so happened to coincide with the 

visit of our moderator the Right Reverend Gary Paterson and his spouse, Tim Stevenson, who were 

able to participate and bring further insight  to the issue. 

Some people have chosen to leave the church because of this issue and their fear for what the 

future holds if we continue down this path of affirmation. This has been distressing for those who 

are choosing to remain because while those leaving are relatively few in number they are in many 

cases, people who have attended the church for many years and were active members.  

 

 

Where is the Spirit of Jesus, our judge and our hope, evident within the life and work of your 

Synod? 

 

The Spirit of Jesus was evident when we held a Bermuda Convention in June. All three churches 

came together for worship and praise on a Friday night to start the weekend with a bang. On 

Saturday morning workshops were held on the history of Methodism, planning for the future, 

healthy eating and church music to name but a few. A panel discussion on Saturday was a prelude 

to discussing how we move forward as a community and the event concluded on Sunday with a 

combined service followed by a BBQ lunch. 

 

The Spirit of Jesus was evident when the Wesley church found itself in a period of transition and 

the Emmanuel church agreed to share their minister Rev, Gary Clark who felt called to minister to 

Wesley and help heal them as they came through this period. The Spirit of Jesus was evident when 

Leo Mills was called to minister at Wesley through visitation and the Spirit of Jesus was evident 

when David Atwood was called to be an intern minister at Wesley. The gifts that Gary, Leo and 

David have been called to share have come at a time when the Wesley church needed them and 

has enabled the transition team to move forward to a point where a JNAC team can now we 

appointed. 

 

 

Where is God calling your Synod?  

God is calling the Synod to move forward with the education around what it means to be an 

affirming congregation and to help each church as they work through this.  


