
Halifax Presbytery 

 

We are called to be the Church.  The life of the Church is never static and that is certainly true for 

Halifax Presbytery.  We have a number of congregations that are in significant transition – which 

is, of course, not always a negative thing!  A year ago we agreed to the closing of Forest Hills 

United Church and have cooperated with the Conference to generate proposals for the proceeds 

from that closure which we hope will benefit creative ministry throughout the Conference.  United 

Memorial United Church community is in the midst of significant discernment and seeking as they 

look towards a future that holds either amalgamation or closure.  With the end of the vision of 

Spirit Place the congregation of St John’s United is preparing to enter a period of intentional 

interim ministry to discern their future and that of their historic building.  St. Matthew’s United is 

awaiting word on a shared development on their property. Fairview United is renting space to a 

Korean congregation. Woodlawn United celebrated the completion and inauguration of a new 

wing that provides accessibility, office, meeting and community space.  We rejoice in the move of 

the Brunswick Street Mission towards incorporation within the United Church and the continued 

existence of the Brunswick Street United Church congregation as a small, but vital community of 

faith, that reaches those who are not always seen in our midst. 

 

We celebrate several healthy pastoral relationships that are twenty years and more in duration: Port 

Wallis, Cole Harbour Woodside, Fort Massey, and Bedford.  We have a couple of new pastoral 

relationships for which we need to hold covenanting services – those that were planned were 

stormed out!  We were shocked and deeply grieved by the death of the Rev Ewen Moase, a week 

following his covenanting with Bethany, and continue to walk with that community through the 

aftermath of that event. 

 

Halifax Presbytery is also part of the future.  A number of our congregations are Field Education 

Sites for Atlantic School of Theology and at least one is seeking to become an internship site, 

despite the devastating changes in the funding model.  Many of our ministry personnel and laity 

are involved in various boards and committees related to AST, Pine Hill and the Centre for Ethics 

in Public Affairs as well as serving as adjunct members of the teaching faculty.  Finally, we have 

several students in various stages of the preparation journey for ministry.  

 

We are called to be the church; to love and serve others; to seek justice and resist evil:  Halifax 

Presbytery is active in justice seeking and justice doing.  For example, members are involved in 

the Face of Poverty coalition; KAIROS; United for Peace and Justice in Palestine and Israel; the 

Brunswick Street Mission; the Out of the Cold shelter at St Matthew’s; weekly meal programs 

hosted at St Andrew’s and St Matthew’s and numerous food banks – some stand alone and others 

as the focus of interfaith and/or ecumenical groups.  In a period of time when many are seeking to 

score advantage by stirring up fear and hatred of the “other” some of our congregations are engaged 

in interfaith partnerships, learning circles and community projects. 

 

We are called to be the church; to celebrate God’s presence: Geographically and socio-

demographically, Halifax Presbytery covers a large space, ranging from urban core congregations 

in Halifax and Dartmouth, through bustling suburbs to truly rural villages such as Sheet Harbour.  

As such it is often difficult – and sometimes impossible - to provide resources and programming 

useful for all.  We attempt to support those experiences (usually around food) that are important 



to community in many different places.  Many of our ministry personnel meet regularly for lunch 

on a monthly basis.  Our pastoral charges face some very different social and demographic 

challenges – not always based solely on where they are located.  Some are seeking to respond to 

depopulation, shrinking congregations and aging buildings.  Others are looking for the grace and 

wisdom to respond to growing communities often made up of people who have no lived memory 

of God’s good news.  In some pastoral charges we have significant clusters of people who are 

deeply affected by government cutbacks and the downloading of service fees.  While many of our 

congregations are currently financially stable, many are painfully aware that an unequal portion of 

their revenue is provided by a few aging givers – making stewardship education a priority for many 

charges.    But, through all of this – and in the midst of it – we proclaim in word and in deed that 

Jesus is our judge and our hope and in almost every pastoral oversight visit we hear from 

congregations how important making a joyful noise is – so we continue to sing the Lord’s song in 

our time and place. 
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