
 An Overview of the Year from the President of Maritime Conference  

 

Since taking on the responsibility of President of Conference at the rise of Conference in May 

2014, I’ve had a busy year. Just to give you an idea of what’s involved and a little glimpse into 

the workings of Maritime Conference... 

Sadly there were many deaths of retired clergy this year and I personally brought greetings and 

condolences or sent messages on behalf of the Conference to many of these 15 or so celebrations 

of life. I also sent messages of condolences and appreciation to dozens of families of the 

dedicated lay members of our United Churches who’ve died this past year. 

I represented our Church at a few ecumenical events as well, such as the installation of the 

Archbishop of the Diocese of PEI and Nova Scotia and attended the Annual Meeting of the 

Church of Christ in Augusta, Maine. 

I sent messages of encouragement and support to pastoral charges who were going through 

difficult times and experiencing tragic events as well as messages of congratulations on church 

anniversaries or times of celebrations. I also preached at a couple of anniversary worship 

services. 

The President’s visits are on a rotation so this year, I visited Truro Presbytery, Valley Presbytery, 

PEI Presbytery, and Saint John Presbytery where the topic of discussion was usually about the 

new Comprehensive Task Group Review Report that has the potential to change the structure of 

the United Church and will mean major changes in how we go about being Church in the future. 

I also had a lovely informal visit with members of the New Richmond Pastoral Charge in The 

Gaspe, PQ on my way to Ottawa in July. I visited the Synod of Bermuda for a week in early 

April which is a nice perk of the role. These visits provided an opportunity to hear stories of 

challenging times but also of exciting new ministries and joys. 

Speaking of joys, I had the privilege of spending a little time with the teens who attended the Go 

Project in the summer and I was encouraged, as I always am, by our youth; their spirit, their 

enthusiasm, their vision, and their faith. 

I chaired many Sub-Executive meetings, usually by conference call, between the 2-3 Executive 

meetings to deal with the ongoing business of Conference. Such items as property matters, sale 

of or closing of church buildings, requests for sacramental and marriage privileges, and other 

business that arises. 

I continue to chair meetings of the Conference Executive to deal with budgets, hear reports from 

the Presbyteries and the Synod of Bermuda, and so on. As well, I sit on the Annual Meeting 

Planning Committee and have attended many meeting of that committee during the past year.  

I will chair the Annual meeting of Maritime Conference in Sackville, NB from May 28-31 and 

will be privileged to ordain 5 new ordinand into the ministry of our United Church of Canada. 

This year we are blessed to have our Moderator, The Rev. Gary Paterson, as our theme speaker. 

At the end of that meeting, my term will come to an end and I will pass the reins on to President 

Elect, Rev. Matthew Fillier. I look forward to his leadership. 

When I was nominated for this position, after much prayerful thought, I decided to let my name 

stand as I felt perhaps what was needed this time in the life of our conference was a pastoral 

presence, someone whom God had given the gift of the ministry of pastoral care and because my 

position at Bedford United was to be half time, 20 hours, per week, perhaps I was being called to 

this role. I hope I have been able to be that presence in various situations and I give thanks for 

the opportunity and the blessings of having served our Conference. 

In closing, I’d like to express my heartfelt appreciation for the support of my faith community, 



Bedford United and my colleagues in team ministry for the support, care, and patience given to 

me during this past year and a special thank you to David Hewitt, Jennifer Whittermore, and all 

our dedicated staff at the Conference office for all their support and assistance over the past year, 

as despite family health concerns and my ongoing ministry of pastoral care with BUC, I sought 

to fulfil the responsibilities of President of Conference to the best of my ability.   

 

  


