
Mount Allison Board of Regents 

 

Dear friends: 

 

It has been my honour and privilege to serve along with the Rev. Meredith Fraser as the conference 

representatives on the board of regents of Mount Allison University. Although matters of religion 

are rarely the subject of board deliberations, I do believe that Meredith and I have been valued 

voices around the table. 

 

Mount Allison continues to be one of the premier educational institutions in the Country. Once 

again it was selected in Maclean’s Magazine as the top small liberal arts university in Canada. As 

well in 2014 another smart, capable, globally aware student, Bernard Soubry, was selected as a 

Rhodes Scholar.  He is the 53rd student from MTA to receive this honour, surely an extraordinary 

feat for any university let alone a small school.  

 

2014 was a difficult year for the university as it was rent by a particularly acrimonious strike that 

disrupted classes for an extended period. However, with the help of an adjudicator Administration 

and faculty were able to reach agreement on most issues. Mount Allison continues to be fiscally 

responsible and a well-managed institution. Starting with the President, the administration are 

capable stewards of the universities future. Vice-President of student services, Ron Byrne, who 

has been an instrumental person in ensuring that the campus community is a safe and enjoyable 

experience for all students and received national prominence for his work on student mental health 

issues, is moving to another job and will be missed. 

Over my period as a board member I have been astounded at the way students have been involved 

globally and in local community issues. The school is not just an excellent academic environment 

but truly an incubator for future leaders who have a fierce desire to make the world a better place. 

 

In the past Mount Allison has had a strong commitment to the United Church and was often the 

place clergy did their first degree. I believe that any prospective candidate for ministry would find 

Mount Allison to be a stimulating environment in which to determine one’s sense of call. The 

Religious Studies program is strong as is the humanities in general and the school has a supportive 

and lively sense of community that our candidates would thrive in. 

 

Meredith is completing her term on the board and thus is finishing her work with her alma mater. 

On your behalf, and the board’s I thank her for her service, her wisdom and her often penetrating 

questions. She has been an excellent representative of our conference. 

I look forward to my second term with the board. 

 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson 

 


